Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



ANNUAL REPORT 



OK TllK 



Board of Education 



AND THE 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 



OF 



NEW JERSEY, 



WITH ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS, 



For the School Year Ending August jist, 



'"' 1891. 



• ■ «f • ■< 



'•".*.• 



TRENTON, N. J. : 
The John L. Mubpht Publishing Company, Printers. 

1892. 



I I • ■ ■■ . 1 



/ 



y ' 



J 



> ■ > 







• • - 

• - 



* . 






• •« 



• • • 



• • ••• » 






• « • 



• * 






• * « « « 



••• . 

• * .. 

* •• . 



MEMBERS 

OF THE 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

1891. 

liEON ABBETT, Governor, . . . . • , .. Trenton. 

JOHN P. STOCKTON, Attorkey-General, . * ' . \ Trenton. 

HENRY C. KELSEY, Secretary^op State, .. i Trenton. 

lYttLIAM C. HEPPENHEIMER, Comptroller, ^ . J Trenton. 

BOBERT ADRAIN, President op the SBNA,TE,;i,y . New Brunswick. 

JAMES J. BERGEN, Speaker op the AssEieraLY,'^ Somerville. 

ALEXANDER G. CATTELL, Camden. 

JOHN H. SCUDDER, Trenton. 

JAMES DESHLER, New Brunswick. 

JOHN P. BROTHERS, White House Station. 

l^ICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER, Ph.D., . Paterson. 

JAMES L. HAYS, Newark. 

WILLIAM R. BARRICKLO, Jersey City. 

WILLIAM W. VARICK, M.D., Jersey City. 

OFFICERS: 
President— LEON ABBETT. 

Vice President— JAMES L. HAYS. 

: State Superintendent and (ex-opficio) Secretary — EDWIN O. CHAPMAN. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND A UDITING: 

IVILLIAM R. BARRICKLO, JOHN P. BROTHERS, 

JAMES L.:HAYS, HENRY C. KELSEY, 

JOHN P. STOCKTON. 

COMMITTEE ON GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS: 

JOHN H. SCUDDER, JOHN P. BROTHERS, 

JAMES DESHLER, ALEXANDER G. CATTELL, 

WILLIAM R. BARRICKLO. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION: 

NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER, WILLIAM R. BARRICKLO, 

JAMES L. HAYS, WILLIAM W. VARICK, 

HENRY C. KELSEY. 

(3^ 



REPORT 



OF THE 



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 



To the Honorable the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey : 

The annual report of the State Board of Education is hereby pre- 
sented for the school year ending August Slst, 1891, as required by law. 

The report of the Department of Public Instruction, with the 
accompanying tables, transmitted herewith, gives full statistics of the 
work of the public schools for the past year. 

The State Comptroller reported to tiie Board at a meeting held 
April 14th, 1891, the following apportionment of the State school 
tax among the counties for the year 1891-92 : 

Atlantic, $24,203.37; Bergen, $53,078.37 ; Burlington, $75,120.17 
Oamden, $86,421.78; Cape May, $13,630.20; Cumberland, $45,381.94 
Essex, $457,968.86 ; Gloucester, $45,813.68 ; Hudson, $384,535.98 
Hunterdon, $63,366.45; Mercer,$123,460.50; Middlesex, $77,027.38 
Monmouth, $120,695.56; Morris, $67,284.25; Ocean, $13,666.08 
Paesaic, $118,653.52; Salem, $47,001.93; Somerset, $52,629.28 
Sussex, $30,789.51 ; Union, $93,983.34 ; Warren, $57,848.85. 

The reserve fund, being ten per cent, of the amount of the State 
school tax, was apportioned among the counties as follows : 

Atlantic, $8,920.34; Bergen, $5,307.84; Burlington, $7,512.02; 
Camden, $12,482.18 ; Cape May, $1,363.02; Cumberland, $8,128.19; 
Essex, $43,404.82; Gloucester, $4,581.37; Hudson, $38,453.60; 
Hunterdon, $766.64; Mercer, $10,876.05; Middlesex, $7,702.74; 
Monmouth, $5,719.56 ; Morris, $6,728.42; Ocean, $8,976.51; Pas- 
saic, $11,865 35; Salem, $1,250.19; Sussex, $6,033.95; Union, 
^9,398.33 ; Warren, $5,784.88. 

The total amount expended for all school purposes was $3,985,612.81. 
Of this amount, $2,801,446.44 was expended for the current expenses 
of the schools, and $996,898.65 for building and repairing school- 
houses. The balance, amounting to the sum of $187,267.72, was the 
amount paid from the school fund for the following purposes : Office 
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expenses of the Department of Public Instruction, State Normal 
Scnooly Farnum Preparatory School, School for Deaf-Mutes, School 
Libraries, Teachers' Institutes, expenses of this Board and expenses 
of the care of the school fund. 

The total value of the school property in the State is $9,098,576. 

During the year the Board appointed the following County Super- 
intendents : 

Bergen, John Terhune, re-appointed ; Essex, Merritt H. C. Vail, 
vice Charles M. Davis ; Hudson, George C. Houghton, re-appointed ; 
Hunterdon, Edward M. Heath, re-appointed; Passaic, Alexander 
Elliott, Jr., vice J. C. Crnikshank; Salem, Robert Gwynne, Jr.> 
re-appointed. 

LEON ABBETT, 

PresidenL 




State op New Jebsey, 
Depabtment op Public Instruction, 

Trenton, September 1st, 1892. 

To the State Board of EduoaMon: 

Gentlemen — In compliance with the direction of your honorable 
body, I herewith present the report of the Department of Public 
Instruction, with the statistical tables and the reports of the County 
and City Superintendents, for the school year ending August 31st, 
1891. 

J. BROGNARD BETTS. 
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The statistics ezhibitiog the workiog of our public school system, 
as submitted by the County and City Superintendents, show a very 
gratifying advance over last year, both in the permanent improve- 
ments made to the buildings and grounds and in the practical work 
of the school-room. 

Thirty-two new buildings have been erected, or are in process of 
construction, and forty-nine have been enlarged or repaired. The 
total value of the school property in the State has increased over four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars during the year. The amount 
expended for the permanent improvement of the school property was 
about nine hundred thousand dollars, of which amount one hundred 
and sixty thousand was raised by the sale of district school bonds. 
Some of the buildings for which appropriations were made were not 
completed at the time the reports were rendered, and therefore were 
not included in the valuation of the school property by the Superin- 
tendents. This, together with the decreased value of some of the 
school-houses, accounts for the difference between the amount ex- 
pended during the year and the increase in the valuations. 

There was a marked decrease in the number of male teachers em- 
ployed last year; this decrease, however, is in the rural schools, where 
small salaries are paid. The total number of teachers was one 
hundred and fifty-two greater than last year. There is a gradual 
increase from year to year in the average salaries of primary teachers. 
School officers recognize the importance of the work of the lower 
grades, and the opinion formerly held by so many Trustees, that "any- 
one is good enough to teach the small children,'^ is rapidly becoming 
a tradition. The gradual elevation of the standard of examinations 
is giving us a corps of teachers better equipped for the work of the 
school-room, and that, together with the influence of the State Keading 
Circle, leads to the hope that the day of the " school-keeper," has 
passed, never to return. 

Manual training is looked upon with more favor each year as its 
meaning and the results attained by its use are more clearly under- 
stood. The very liberal provision made by the State for its intro- 
duction into the schools should induce all the larger districts to avail 
themselves of the law on this subject. 

In the following table is given a summary of the more important 
statistics, compiled from the reports of school officers, and a com- 
parison is made with similar statistics for the preceding year : 
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SUUMABT OF BTATISTIOS. 
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owned by \he districts. The total value of the school property is 
$9,098,576, an increase over last year of $468,783. 

In the following table is shown, by counties, the number of* 
school-houses in the State having one room each, the number having 
two rooms and the number having more than two rooms : 



COUNTIES. 



Atlantic ........ 
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Bnrlington.. 
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Twelve hundred and forty-one of the school-houses are constructed 
of wood, three hundred and forty-six of brick and eighty-two of 
stone. The majority of the stone houses are one-room buildings, in 
the northern part of the State. Only three hundred and twenty-one 
buildings are provided with any means of ventilation in addition to 
doors and windows. In Tables VII. and IX. full statistics concerning 
the condition of the school-houses are given by counties ; in Tables 
VIII. and X. similar statistics are given for the cities. 



SCHOOL FUBNITUBE AND APPABATXJ8. 



The old-style desks and seats are gradually disappearing from our 
school buildings, but the number reported as still retaining old-style 
furniture— one hundred and eighty-one — is entirely too large. The 
importance of proper desks cannot be over-estimated, and it is hoped 
that the schoool officers in these districts will soon see the necessity of 
providing the children with new desks. Essex, Gloucester, Hudson,. 
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Middlesex, Somerset and Union counties report all their schools as 
sapplied with suitable desks. 

It is impossible for the teachers to do satisfactory work without 
the use of dictionaries, gazetteers, globes, <&c. The State provides a 
means, through the provisions of the law relating to school libraries, 
bj which the districts can obtain these necessary aids with very little 
expense to the people, and it is to be regretted that more districts do 
not avail themselves of this means of providing the schools with 
proper reference books and apparatus. In Tables XI. and XII. will 
be found, for the counties and cities respectively, full statistics cover- 
ing these items. 

AOCX)MMODATIOKS. 

The seating capacity of our school-houses is still very inadequate ; 
in fact the number of children increases more rapidly than school 
accommodations are provided. Experience has shown that where 
there are sufficient desks about 60 per cent, of the children will at- 
tend the public schools. The seating capacity last year for the entire 
State was 52 per cent. If the accommodations were equally dis- 
tributed throughout the State the lack of room would not be serious, 
but in some of the counties less than 40 per cent, of the school chil- 
•dren can be accommodated. The rural districts, with very rare ex- 
ceptions, provide for all the children that are likely to attend the 
schools, but the cities and large towns are in many cases sadly de- 
:ficient in this respect. The seating capacity of the entire State has 
increased 2.4 per cent, while the sdiool census has increased 4.8 per 
cent, during the year. 

In the following table is shown the percentage of the census that 
the schools in the several counties have accommodated for the last 
three years : 

Counties. 1890-91. 1889-90. 188&-89. 

Sussex 973 .958 .960 

Salem 894 .850 .834 

Cape May 885 .857 .913 

Ocean 874 .834 .877 

Warren 872 .872 .843 

Atlantic 862 .994 .765 

Gloucester 851 .813 .816 

Monmouth 832 .903 .844 

Hunterdon 830 .847 .819 

Cumberland 820 .782 .796 

Burlington 765 .791 .765 

Somerset 690 .707 .697 

Morris 661 .697 .712 

Bergen 652 .565 .643 
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OonnUeB. I89a-9L 1888-90. 18S8-(». 

Middlesex 600 .669 .531 

Camden 646 .571 .410 

Meroer 506 .486 .498 

Union 491 .602 .493 

Passaic 478 .474 .467 

Essex 442 .446 .457 

Hudson 271 .292 .285 

From the above it appears that the strictly rural counties are pro- 
viding about the same |p^tage of accommodations from yea^ to 
year, and that the ooanties which contain cities are those which have 
not kept pace in building school-houses with the increase in the num- 
ber of their school children. Below is given the percentage of 
accommodations provided by the cities for the last three years : 

Cities. 1890-91. 1889-90. 1888-89. 

Salem 906 .830 .827 

Montclair 829 .692 .659 

Atlantic City 809 .632 .625 

Bloomfield 788 .640 .668 

Woodbury 733 .719 .613 

Millville 698 .875 .806 

Long Branch 692 .847 .725 

Lambertville 634 .653 .654 

Plainfield 622 .613 .609 

Phillipsburg 612 .668 .565 

Rahway 603 .614 .660 

Princeton 593 .593 ,572 

East Orange 592 .640 .664 

Bridgeton 577 .607 .639 

Burlington 574 .546 .537 

Passaic 510 .593 .478 

Bordentown 502 .512 .508 

Camd'en 486 .497 .309 

New Brunswick 482 .414 .490 

Perth Amboy 479 .461 .283 

Bayonne 466 .504 .500 

Paterson 447 .452 .434 

Trenton 440 .429 .425 

Dover 439 .395 .580 

Morristown 401 .414 .439 

Newark 398 .407 .423 

Gloucester City 377 .385 .404 

Elizabeth 372 .360 .331 

Orange 347 .340 .295 

Hoboken 287 .312 .832 

Jersey City 234 .236 .256 
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Id fonrteeo of the oitieB it appears that aooommodatioDs are pro- 
vided for less than half the school census. The lack of safficient 
seating oapacitj is met in some of the cities hy providing for half-daf 
seasiona in the primary grades. The following tahle shows the per- 
centage of the census the schools in the cities will accommodate, the 
percentage enrolled in the pnblic schools, the percentage attending 
private schools and the percenti^ attending no school daring the 
year: 
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The above shows that in Atlantic City, Bloomfield, Bordentown, 
Lambertville, Long Branch, Montclair, New Brunswick, Plainfield, 
Princeton and Salem the seating capacity of the schools is in excess 
of the enrollment, also that in Bayonne, Camden, Dover, Elizabeth, 
Hoboken, Jersey City, Newark, Pafsaic, Patersou and Perth Amboy 
the enrollment is so very much in excess of the seating capacity as to 
seriously overcrowd some of the rooms. This overcrowding is mostly 
in the lower grades. No teacher should be compelled to take charge 
of more than sixty pupils, but if we place the maximum at eighty 
we still find a large number of rooms overcrowded. The number ot 
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Tooms in the oitiee having more thftn eighty pupila each is shown 
below: 
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In the districts outside of the cities the following report an enroll- 
ment of over eighty pupils each : 

Averue number 

Numbei of eaiolled In a 

ConnUe*. district. slogle room. 

Bereen 42 87 

BurUngton 35 88 

Camden 15 85 

Hudson 8 96 

Hudson 11 82 

Middlesex 31 82 

Monmouth , 80J 85 

Morris. 9 90 

Morris 37 85 

Union 10 94. 



BCHOOL CENSUS. 



The school oonsas has increased 19,828, or 4.8 per cent. Some of 
the rural counties report a decrease in the census. In the following 
table is shown the percentage of increase or dectrease in the several 
ooantiee for the last three years : 
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CoimciaL Ifloe-SL 

AtJantk 015 

033 



ISBO-QU 



Cftindm 133 

CSqpe Msf.^ 

Otmbedaiid 022 

Ebbge. .035 

Gloucester. 

Hudson 131 

Hunterdon 

AC<e9n%r.... Oil 

JlCddlesex. 

Monmouth Oil 

Morri& 

Ocean 135 

FEiaaaic 006 

iSBiexu. ■ «• ...••••••• ...... 

Somecaet 



Union .046 

002 



006 
033 



023 

Oil 
066 
029 
065 



067 
018 
004 
017 
JOOB 
078 



054 
045 
014 



021 
048 



012 
01 



04 

023 



001 



081 
006 



017 
003 



.035 

'oi 


00 i 

066 


!boi 


J032 




- .... . 


mi 

.002 


!026 


.0^ 
.005 
.061 


!6o9 


!026 


.015 


!003 
.014 
.001 


!622 
.6u6 

• mm. m m, 

.014 


.602 
.01 



tore 



^^Hne GoontieB report a decrease in die number of childreix. The 
r«r» decrease in Barlington was caused hy the action of the Legela- 



t last yf uiDET in secon^ xjicue JLgg i^aroor townsnip tzom this 
Gonnty to Ocean. Hnntenfon^ Morris^ Somerset and Stisi^x aze 
steadily decreasii^. The decrease reported by- Cape >Iaj and 
Gloacester can only be accounted for by carelessness on the part o£ 
tie census-takers^ The figures for Camden county are (nxh» remark- 
able. In 1S88-89 an inarecue of t).7 per cent, was reportaed ; the 
following year a deonage was reported of only one-^%nth of 1 per 
ceit. lea» tdban the increase reportea the preceding year^ and this Tear 
tjiere m an increase of double the amount of that of two years airow 
Bdow amilar statistics are given for the cities : *"&^^ 
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Incraaae. 






Decrease. 

a 




CiUeiu 


1890-91. 1889-90. 


1888-89. 


1890-91. 


1889-90. 


1888-89. 


Atlantic City 


.062 


.005 


.064 








Bayonne 

Bloomfield 


.162 
.072 


,016 
.014 


.087 
.015 








Bordentown 


.019 








.007 


.003 


BridgetoB 

!BarlingtoD 

Oamden 


.102 
.166 




m 

.068 


!049 


.003 
.041 
.118 


.013 


Dover 


.036 


.083 








.01 


East Orange 

Elizabeth 


.061 
.054 


.037 
.012 


.068 
.013 








Glonoester City.. 


.023 


,048 


.094 








Hoboken 


.103 


079 


.082 








Jersey City 

Lambertvflle 


.153 
.019 


.056 


.068 




!66i 


"on 


Long Branch 


.072 




.028 




.126 




Maiville 


.019 


.089 








.061 


Montclair 


.061 


,071 


.064 








Morristown 


.032 


,033 


.059 








Newark 


.031 


,078 


.013 








New Bmnswick.. 




.149 




.059 




.157 


Orange 

Passaic 


.018 
.11 


,034 
022 


.052 
.045 




% 




Paterson 




,066 


.083 


.027 






Perth Amboy.... 

Phillipsbnig 

Plainfidd 


.069 
.026 


.105 


.005 
.046 


.007 


.024 


.022 


Princeton 










.035 


.035 


Bah way 

Salem 


.047 
.028 


1 • • • • 


.009 
.012 




.017 
.026 




Trenton 


.005 


072 








.004 


Woodbury 


.009 


,07 








.018 



The above shows an increase in the census in all the cities of the 
State, with the exception of Burlington, New Brunswick, Paterson, 
Phillipsburg and Princeton. The last named reports the same 
number of children as the previous year. The percentage of increase 
ranges from a half of 1 per cent, in Trenton to 16^ per cent, in 
Camden. 

SCHOOL DISTBICTS. 



The total number of school districts in the State is 1,386, an 
increase of three over last year. The number of districts reporting a 
census of less than 45 children each is 243, an increase of of 29 ; the 
number having from 45 to 80 each is 630, a decrease of 13 ; the 
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number having from 80 xo 120 each is 209, a decrease of thirteen; 
the number having from 120 to 200 each is 126, an increase of 5 ; 
the number having from 20() to bW each is 105, a decrease of 2, and 
the number having over 5(K) each is 73, a decrease of 3. Nearly two- 
thirds of the districts have less than 80 children each. It is im- 
possible, on account of the large area of most of these districts to 
consolidate and make numerically strong districts. In many of them 
the census is constantlv decreasing, and everv vear the number 
reported as having lesf than 45 children is lai^:er than the previous 
vear. As these districts receive from the State onlv S275 each, it is 
almost impossible for them to maintain tijeir schools in a satisfactory 
condition without local tax. Sume of them are able to raise such 
a tax and their schcKils do not sud'er. In others, however, the people 
are not in a condition to stand any extra burden and are compelled to 
de)xu:)d entirely on the State tax. It is hoi>ed that in the near future 
some action may be taken which will provide the children with 
school- houses as conveniently situated as at present, and at the same 
time allow such an apportionment of the State school moneys as will 
eive to these districts sufficient funds to enable them to maintain 
their sciiools the time required by law. In Table III. the districts 
arc grouped according to size for the several counties. In the same 
table is given the number of visits made to thes chools by the County 
Sni^erintendents. The total numl^r of visits in the State was 5,267^ 
an avcrace of three and ei^rht-leJlth^ visits for each district. 



ATTEND Ay CE OF rUriLS. 

Tm'o hundred and thin v- seven ihousanci f,ve hundred children were 
f.un^Ued in the public sc^hvv»i> las; year. Of thi> number, 10,631 
attondo*! over ton month? : Tf'.f'.i: between eight and ten months; 
4l,0(n» lH»twtvn six and lichi monih.^ : o5.32o between four and six 
months, and ti7.0.*>4 loss thar. io\iT months. The average daily attend- 
.■nun- Mas 14h.7i^;v Tin j^ercfinagr of the census enrolled in the 
jniblii- svlux-ils was ,*»rvC. a deon^asi of H o per cent. The percentage 
ol" tho enrol Iniont attondinc over oicbi mv»nths was 3S, an increase of 
*-<5.7 |HT ocni. The porcvritaco of average attendance was 61.7, an 
increase^ ot 4.S jvi ivnt. Fifiy-ior.r thousand eight hundred and 
sixty- five children Ivi wtvn the ages of 5 and IS years attended private 
w^hmils, an increase oi 7,.*^S6. Ont hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
nine hundnni and sovonty-fivf children, or 32 per cent, of the 
(*ntirr nnmlier, are refv^rreii as not having attended school during the 
yoHT^ an incrauie of 1.1 jvr cent.. A large proportion of thoee not 
attending 8cho(M are under 7 years of age, and oonddered by their 
parontM aa too vonng, or they arc over 1 & years of age and have been 
oQimpdM to Wve Mihool in order to support themselves. Of the 
WHiil J l w « liige nnmher would be in the schools if they ooold be 
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aooommodated, bat there are many who conld and should attoid school 
at least a portion of the year. The law provides for truant officers, 
bat makes no provision for their payment except in cities, and it 
should be amended in this respect in order that the rural districts may 
be enabled to enforce the law and compel the attendance of the 
children. In Tables I. and II. will be found the record of attend- 
ance for the counties and cities respectively. Tables V. and YI. show 
the percentage of attendance. 



THE SCHOOL TERM. 

The law requires that the schools shall be kept open nine months, 
and provides that the districts which fail to comply with the law in 
this regard shall, unless for good cause shown, be deprived of the 
State school moneys. The average time the schools were kept open 
was 9.2 months. The average in Hudson county was 10.2 months; 
in Bergen, 10.1 months; in Mercer, 10 months; in Essex, Hunterdon, 
Somerset and Union, 9.9 months; in Passaic, 9.8 months; in Morris, 
9.7 months; in Camden and Warren, 9.6 months; in Gloucester, 
Monmouth, Salem and Sussex, 9.5 months; in Burlington and 
Cumberland, 9.2 months ; in Middlesex 9 months ; in Atlantic, 8.8 
months ; in Ocean, 8.7 months, and in Cape May, 8.6 months. In 
Table IV. will be found, by counties, the number of districts that 
maintained school less than six months, between six and nine months 
and over nine months. Those that kept their schools open less than 
six months were either new districts or districts in which new school- 
houses were being erected and not completed in time to enable the 
Trustees to open the schools early in the year. All the cities main- 
tained school ten months or more, except Atlantic City, where the 
schools were closed at the end of nine and a half months. 



REGULABITY AND PUNCTUALITY OP PUPILS. 

The percentage of absenteeism per day for each room was 16.6 per 
cent. There is a steady improvement in this respect, but the percent- 
age is still too great. Union county has the best record, the percentage 
being less than 3 per cent. Salem stands next, with a percentage of 
less than 7 per cent The other counties reporting an average per- 
centage of absenteeism per room of less than 10 per cent, are Hudson, 
Passaic and Middlesex. Below are given the statistics for the several 
counties* 
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006T OP EDUCATION. 

The average cost per child of maiotaining the schools has been cal- 
(Hilated on the total school oensus, on the total enrollment and on the 
average daily attendance. The cost per child, baaed on the total 
school census, was $6.86, an increase of 28 cents ; based on the total 
enrollment, the average cost was $12.41, an increase of 89 cents, and 
based on the average attendance, $20.09, a decrease of 14 cents. The 
ooet per child, calculated on the total census, was lowest in Hudson, 
being $4.62, and highest in Bergen, $8.91. Calculated on the total 
enrollment and aven^ attenduice, Ocean eouofy is the lowest, the 
fignres, respectively, being $7.60 and $14.08. Essex county is the 
highest in Doth, reporting an average ooet in the former of $16.68 
and in the latter of $23.82, Below are ^ven the figures for the 
several oountiea : 
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Iq fonrteen of the cities it appeara that aocommodatioQe are pro- 
vided for less than half the bcdooI oeneus. The lack of Bofficient 
seating capacity is met in Bome of the cities by providing for half-day 
sessions in the primary grades. The following table shows the per- 
centage of the census the schoob in the cities will accommodate, the 
percentage enrolled in the public schools, the percentage attending 
private Bchools and the percentage attending no school during the 
year; 
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The above shows that in Atlantic City, Bloomfield, Bordentown, 
Lambertville, Long Branch, Montclair, New Brunswick, Plainfield, 
Princeton and Salem the seating capacity of the schools is in excess 
of the enrollment, also that in Bayonne, Camden, Dover, Elizabeth, 
Hoboken, Jersey City, Newark, Passaic, Paterson and Perth Amboy 
the enrollment is so very much in excess of the seatiug capacity as to 
serionsly overcrowd some of the rooms. This overcrowding is mostly 
in the lower grades. No teacher should be compelled to take charge 
of more than sixty pupils, bat if we place the maximum at eighty 
we still find a lai^e number of rooms overcrowded. The number of 
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rooms in the cities having more than eighty pnpils each ie shown 
below: 
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In tlie districts outside of the cities the following report an enroll- 
ment of over dghty pupils each : 

ATeraie number 

Numbei of enioUed In a 

ConnUei. district. sloEle room. 

Bergen 42 87 

Burlington 36 88 

Camden 15 85 

Hudson 8 95 

Hudson 11 82 

Middlesex 31 82 

Monmouth 80J 85 

Morris. 9 90 

Morris 37 85 

Union 10 94 



SCHOOL CENSUS. 



The school obdbus has increased 19,828, or 4.8 per cent. Some of 
the rural counties report a decrease in the census. In the following 
table is shown the percentage of increase or decrease in the several 
counties for the last three years : 
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Increase. 



Decrease. 



Counties. 189C-91. 

Atlantic .016 

Bergen 033 

Burlington 

Camden 133 

Gape May 

Cumberland 022 

Essex 035 

Gloucester 

Hudson 131 

Hunterdon 

Mercer Oil 

Middlesex 

Monmouth Oil 

Morris 

Ocean 135 

Passaic 006 

Salem 

Somerset 

Sussex 

Union 046 

Warren 002 



Nine counties report a decrease in the number of children. The 
large decrease in Burlington was caused hy the action of the Legisla- 
ture of last Winter in setting Little Egg Harbor township from this 
county to Ocean. Hunterdon^ Morris, Somerset and Sussex are 
steadily decreasing. The decrease reported by Cape May and 
Gloucester can only be accounted for by carelessness on the part of 
the census-takers. The figures for Camden county are quite remark- 
able. In 1888-89 an increase of 6.7 per cent, was reported; the 
following year a decrease was reported of only one- tenth of 1 per 
cent, less than the increase reported the preceding year, and this year 
there is an increase of double the amount of that of two years ago. 
Below similar statistics are given for the cities : 



8S»-90. 


1888-89. 


1890-91. 


1889-90. 


1888-89. 


.006 


.04 








.033 


.023 












.035 


.001 


.001 




.067 




.066 


'••••• 


.023 


.018 


.01 




• 


.011 


.004 








.066 


.017 








.029 


.003 


.032 






.055 


.078 








•••••• 




.018 


.026 


.034 


.054 








.005 


.045 




.002 




.061 


.014 


.001 












.009 


.026 


.007 


.021 






, 


.015 


.048 


.081 










.006 


.003 


.022 




.012 




.014 




.002 






.001 


.006 


.01 


.01 


.017 
.003 


*••••• 


• • • • • 

.014 





REPORT OF SUPEEUNTENDENT. 



19 



InoreaM. 



ClUei. 

Atlantio City 

Bayonne 

Bloomfield 

Bordentown 

BridgetoB 

:parliDgton 

Camden 

Dover 

East Orange 

Elizabeth 

Gloucester City.. 

Hoboken 

Jersey City 

Lambertville 

Long Branch 

Millville 

Montclair 

Morristown 

Newark 

New Brunswick.. 

Orange 

Passaic 

Paterson 

Perth Amboy.... 
Phillipsburg ..... 

Plainfield 

Princeton 

Bah way 

Salem 

Trenton 

"Woodbury 



1890-91. 

.062 
.162 
.072 
.019 
.102 



.165 
.036 
.051 
.054 
.023 
.103 
.153 
.019 
.072 
.019 
.061 
.032 
.031 

.oiti 

.11 

!b69 

.026 

.047 
.028 
.006 
.009 



1889-40. 

005 
016 
014 



U8S-«9. 

064 
087 
015 



083 
037 
012 
048 
079 
056 



089 
071 
033 
078 
149 
034 
022 
066 
105 



041 



072 
07 



02 
068 



068 
013 
094 
082 
068 



028 



064 
069 
013 



052 
045 
083 



005 
046 



009 
012 





DeoretM. 




1«90-91. 


1889-90. 


1888-89. 


!649 


.067 

.003 
.041 
.118 


.603 

.013 




!66i 

.126 


"612 

mi 


!059 




J57 


.027 
.007 


.024 


!b22 




.035 
.017 
.026 


!635 . 

!664 

.018 



The above shows an increase in the census in all the cities of the 
State, with the exception of Burlington, New Brunswick, Paterson, 
Phillipsburg and Princeton. The last named reports the same 
number of children as the previous year. The percentage of increase 
ranges from a half of 1 per cent, in Trenton to 16|^ per cent, in 
Camden. 

SCHOOL DIBTBIGTS. 



The total number of school districts in the State is 1,386, an 
increase of three over last year. The number of districts reporting a 
census of less than 45 children each is 243, an increase of of 29 ; the 
number having from 45 to 80 each is 630, a decrease of 13 ; the 
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There was a decrease in the salaries paid to male teachers in 
BarliDgtoD, Cape May, Gloucester, Mercer, Ocean and Somerset 
counties, and in the salaries of female teachers in Atlantic, Essex, 
Middlesex, Ocean and Warren connties. In the cities, as shown 
below, there was a decrease in the salaries paid male teachers in 
Atlantic City, Burlington, Long Branch, Perth Amboy, Phillips- 
burg and Plainfield, and in the salaries paid female teachers in 
Elizabeth, Lambertville, New Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Phillips- 
burg, Bahway and Woodbury. This decrease is more apparent than 
real. In very few casea have the salaries of teachers been reduced, 
but the employment of new teachers for the primary schools at lower 
salaries reduces the average. 
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Atlaatio CHtr. 
BAyonn6. . . (mm 
Bloomfleld..... 
Bordentown.. 

BridfTston ••.. 

BurliDgton.......... 

OMndea............... 

T>«T»r. ^.....» 

EMt Orange........ 

Bllsabeth 

OioQcester City... 
Hoboken ................. 

Jersey Oity...MM......... 

LMnbertTille- 

Long Branoh.....M 

MlUvUle 

Montolair. ................ 

IIorri8towii......M.M. M 

A eivaTK.. «.«.«.«•'••. 
New Bmiuwick. 

Orange ~.. 

Paaealo............... 

Patereon 

Perth Amboy..... 
PhiUiptborg ...»» 

Plalnfleld 

Princeton 

Bahway 

Salem................. 

Trenton 

Woodbory 
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10 00 
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10 00 
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26 33 



11 00 



15 00 

7-50 

22 50 
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:■ 
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10 83 



82 

1 no 
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1 00 
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1 50 
1 66 



1 50 
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1 00 



13 50 
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55- 
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So 

II 



10 77 



13 
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03 



4 62 
79 



•••••••••••IB* 

39 
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Essex county paid the highest average salaries to both male and 
female teachers — $146.93 and $55.27 respectively; Ocean county paid 
the lowest average to both male and female teachers — $43.25 and 
$32.68. Among the cities, Montclair paid the highest average salary 
to male teachers — $183.33 — and Plainfield the highest to females — 
$77.50. The lowest to males was $57.50, in Plainfield, and to females- 
$34, in Princeton. In Tables I. and II. will be found the average 
monthly salaries for the counties and cities. 



TEACHEB8' CERTIFICATES. 



The State Board of Examiners issued during the year thirty- foup 
first grade State certificates, twenty-four second grade and fourteen 
third grade. Of the thirty-five first grade certificates issued, fifteen 
were to teachers who passed the required examination, and twenty 
were issued under the rule of the Board to Principals of graded 
schools who had an experience of ten years as Principals. Of the- 
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thirty-eight second and third grade oertificat«B ieeiied, ten were re- 
newals of Gertifioat«e previoualy iseaed to giaduatee of onr State 
Normal Sohoo). 

The County Superintendents issned 1,738 oertiGcates. One hun- 
dred and tbirtf-three were of the first grade, 366 of the second grade 
and 1,260 of the third grade. Fall statiBtics for each ooun^ are 
^ven in Table SX. 

In the following table is presented the grades of certificates held by 
the teachers in the several connties : 
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Comparing these statistics with those of last year, it appears that 
there is a decrease of 6 in the number of teachers holding first grade 
State certificates ; a decrease of 7 in the number holding second grade 
State; an increase of 29 in the number holding third grade State; a 
decrease of 12 in the number holding first grade county ; an increase 
of 68 in the number holding second grade county, and a decrease of 
88 io the number holding third grade county. 



NOBUAL SCHOOL QBASDATES. 



The following-named graduates of the State Normal School 
received State certificates, the graduates in the advanced coarse 
receiving second grade, and the graduates in the elementary course, 
third grade : 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



ELBHENTAKY COUSBE. 




The number of graduates of the State Kormal School teach'Dg in 
the State is 416, an increase of 58. The number of teachers who 
have attended the school, but vho did not graduate, is 196, a decrease 
of 17. Of the total number of teachers in the State, 612, or about 
13 per cent., have had more or less training in our State Normal 
School. Below will be found the number teeming iu each county in 
the State : 
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AtlUDltlc. 

Bersen ....... 

Bnrungton. 
Ounden 



Gape Hay..., 
Ounberland. 



COUNTIES. 



Gloaoester 

HndBon. 
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Monmeiith 

Morris^ 

Ocean 

Paasaio « 
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Warren 
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TEBHB OF SEBYICE OF TBACHEBS. 

The following table shows the length of time the teachers of the 
entile State have taught in the schools in which they were employed 
last year. 
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The arerage titne the teachers remain in the same school is five 
years and one month, an increase over last year of two months. The 
counties in which this average is exceeded are Camden, Cumberland, 
Sssez, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Salem, Union and Warren. 
About 28 per cent, of the teachers have been in their present posi- 
tions one year or less, about 34 per cent, between one and five years, 
about 18 per cent, between five and ten years, about 8 per cent, 
between ten and fifteen years, about 6 per cent, between fitleen and 
twen^ years, about 3 per cent, between twenty and twenty-five years 
and abont 2 per cent, over twenty-five years. 

For the cities alone the record is still better, the average ranging 
from three years and four months in Dover to fifteen years and t£ree 
months in Gloucester City. The average for all the cities is eight 
years. Bayonne, Bridgeton, Burlington, Elizabeth, Gloucester City, 
Hoboken, Jersey City, Lambertvflle, Newark, New Brunswick, 
Orange, Phillipsbui^, Princeton, Rahway and Trenton exceed this 
average and Bordentown Just equals it. The number of teachers in 
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Bities who have been in their present schools oae year or less is 
it 16 per cent, of the total nnmber ; between one and five years, 
it 30 per cent.; between five and t«n years, about 24 per c^t ; 
reen ten and fifteen years, about 13 per cent. ; between fifteen and 
ity years, about 10 per cent, ; between twenty and twenty-five , 
8, about 5 per cent, and over twenty-five years, about 3 per 
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TOTAt. KXPEBIBITCB OF TKA.CHEBS. 



The teacbos of the State are groaped in the followii^ table' 
aocoidii^ to tbeir total ezperienoe as teamen : 
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It appeaiB from the above that the average ezperience of onr 
teachers is dght years. This average is exceeded in the oonntiee of 
Bergen, Borlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Essex, Hudson^ 
Hontordon, Mercer, Salem and Union. Thirteen per oent. of the- 
teachers have an experience of one year or less ; 32 per cent, an experi- 
ence between one and five years ; 25 per cent, between five and ten 
years ; 14 per cent, between ten and fifteen years ; 8 per cent, between 
fifteen and twenty years ; 4 per cent, between twenty and twenty-five 
years, and 4 per cent, over twenty-five years. In the cities the 
average is nine years and eight months. Bloomfield, Bordentown^ 
Brid^ton, East Orange, Elizabeth, Olouceeter City, Hoboken, Jer- 
aey City, Lambertville, Montclair, Newark, New Branswick, Prince- 
ton, Bahway, Salem and Tr^iton exceed this average and Ckmden 
equals it. The range is from ^x years and nine months in Morris- 
town and Passaic, to sixteen years and three months in Princeton. 
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Ten per cent, of the teachers in the cities have an experience of one 
year or leee; 28 per cent, an experience between one and five years; 
^4 per cent between Eve and ten years ; 16 per cent between ten and 
fifteen years; 11 per cent, between fifteen and twenty years; 6 per 
■cent between twenty and twenty-five years and 5 per cent over 
twenty-five years. 

DlffTBICT SCHOOL LIBBABIES. 

The following schools have established or added to their free school 
libraries daring the year : 

Atlantic coonty, first application, Nob. 30 and 48 (Middle Boad, 
Lake Boad and Union Bwid Schools); third application, No. 3; 
foarth application, Nos. 20 and 47; fifth application, No. 19; siztli 
application, Nos, 1 (Texas Avenue School) and 48 (Central School) ; 
«igbth appUoation, Nos. 1 (New Jersey Avenue and Indiana Avenne 
Sdiools), 17 and 38; ninth application, No. IS; tenth application, 
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No. 48 (Main Road School) ; eleventh application. No. 1 (Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue School); twelfth application, No. 16 ; thirteenth appli- 
cation, No. 15. 

Bei^n coonty, first application, Nos. 52 and 59 ; second applica- 
tion, Nos. 11, 16, 17, 18, 20 and 44; third application, Nos. 1, 22, 
23 and 39 (School No. 1) ; fourth application. No. 61 ; fifth applica- 
tion, Nos. 25, 33 and 57; sixth application. No. 21^ ; eighth appli- 
cation. No. 39 (School No. 1); ninth application. No. 12; eleventh 
application, No. 40; twelfth application. No. 45; eighteenth applica- 
tion. No. 37. 

Burlington county, first application. No. 6; second application, 
Nos. 32 and 112 ; third application. No. 22; fourth application, No. 
82 ; fifth application, No. 52. 

Camden county, first application, Nos. 1 (Linden School), 3 (Delair 
School) and 4 (School No. 5) ; second application, Nos. 1 (Cooper 
Grammar, E. T. Evered, Liberty, Ferry Avenue, J. W. Mickle, 
Mt Yemon, Kaighn Avenue, I. S. Mulford, Richard Felter, Central, 
E. A. Stevens, Broadway and Northeast Schools), 3 (Pensauken and 
Sordentown Schools), 15 and 20 ; third application. No. 7 ; fourth 
application, Nos. 1 (George Geuge School), 8 and 13 ; ninth applica- 
tion, No. 26; thirteenth application. No. 21. 

Cape May county, second application, No. 14 ; third application, 
Nos. 1 and 29; fourth application, No. 27; seventh application. No. 26. 

Cumberland county, first application, No. 58 ; second application, 
Nos. 18, 22 (School No. 1) and 39 ; fifth application. No. 13. 

Essex county, first application, Nos. 16 and 43 (Normal and Rose- 
ville Avenue Schools) ; second application, Nos. 4 (School No. 3), 43 
(South Tenth Street and Eighteenth Avenue Schools) and 44 (School 
No. 5) ; third application, Nos. 4 (School No. 2) and 43 (WicklifFe 
Street School) ; fourth application, Nos. 14, 42 and 43 (Hamburg 
Place, Camden Street and Summer Avenue Schools) ; fifth applica- 
tion, No. 41 ; sixth application, Nos. 6, 7 (Center Primary School), 
28 and 43 ; (Miller Street and Burnet Street Schools) ; Seventh ap- 
plication, No. 43 (Walnut Street School) ; eighth application, Nos. 
26 and 43 (Oliver Street School) ; ninth application. No. 44 (School 
No. 3) ; tenth application, Nos. 7 (Berkeley and Brookside Schools) 
and 43 (Webster Street School); eleventh application, Nos. 43 (Central 
Avenue School) and 44 (School No. 2) ; twelflh application, Nos. 27 
and 44 (School No. 1) ; thirteenth application, Nos. 4 (School No. 1) 
and 20 ; fourteenth application. No. 7 (Center Grammar Sdiool). 

Gloucester county, nrst application, No. 24 ; second application, 
Nos. 43 (School No. 2) ; third application, Nos. 28 and 58 ; fourth 
application, No. 45; seventh application, Nos. 31, 43 (School No. 1) 
and 54; eighth application. No. 16. 

Hudson county, first application, No. 16; second application, 
Nos. 13 (Schools Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6 and 11, Female) and 15 (School No. 
3) ; fifth application, Nos. 6 and 13 (School No. 20); sixth applica- 



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 39 

tion^ No. 13 (Schools Nos. 8 and 11^ Male); eighth application^ No. 
13 (School No. 12); tenth application, No. 13 (School No. 14); 
twelfda application, No. 13 (School No. 7). 

Hanterdon coanty, first application, Nos. 19, 50, 77 and 109; 
second application, Nos. 28, 54 and 56 ; third application, No. 74 ; 
fourth application, Nos. 12, 43, 98 and 108 (School No. 1); fifth ap- 
plication, No. 9 ; seventh application. No. 13 ; twelfth application, 
No. 67. 

Mercer coanty, first application, Nos. 19 (Market Street and 
Charles Skelton Schools) and 49 ; second application, Nos. 10 and 
39 (School No. 1) ; third application, No. 44 ; fourth application, 
Nos. 3, 19 (High School) and 30 ; eighth application, No. 52. 

Middlesex county, first application. No. 49 ; second application, 
Nos. 42, 66, 70, 75 and 77 ; fourth application. No. 55 ; fifth appli- 
cation, Nos. 24, 37 and 76 ; ninth application. No. 38 ; eleventh ap- 
plication. No. 39. 

Monmouth county, first application. No. 63 ; second application, 
Nos. 60, 87, 90J (Schools Nos. 1, 2 and 3) ; third application, Nos. 
7 (School No. 2) and 72 ; fourth application, Nos. 25 and 51 ; fifth 
application, Nos. 7 (School No. 1), 48, 75 (School No. 2) and 85 
(School No. 2) ; sixth application. No. 85 (High School) ; eighth ap- 
plication. No. 38; eleventh application. No. 75 (School No. 1); 
twelfth application. No. 49. 

Morris county, second application, Nos. 37 and 64 ; third applica- 
tion. No. 108; fourth application, Nos. 66, 95 (School No. 2) 
and 97 ; fifth application. No. 95 (School No. 1) ; sixth application, 
Nos. 1 and 87 ; seventh application, Nos. 44 and 74 ; eleventh appli- 
cation. No. 79 ; twentieth application. No. 82. 

Ocean county, second application, Nos. 1 and 14 ; fifth application. 
No. 23. 

Passaic county, first application, Nos. 11 and 37; second applica- 
tion, No. 1; fourth application, Nos. 23 and 35 (School No. 11); 
fifth application. No. 3; seventh application, Nos. 2 and 35 (High 
School) ; tenth application. No. 35 (School No. 10). 

Salem county, first application, Nos. 1 (East Ward Intermediate, 
East Ward Primary and West Ward Primary Schools), 48, 57 and 
64; second application. No. 21; third application. No. 26 (School 
No. 1). 

Somerset county, first application, Nos. 36 and 54 ; second appli- 
cation, Nos. 16, 62 and 69; third application, Nos. 1, 25 and 44; 
fifth application, Nos. 7, 22 and 28 (Schools Nos. 1 and 2) ; seventh 
application. No. 12; ninth application. No. 11; eleventh application, 
No. 36 ; twelfth application. No. 38. 

Sussex county, first application, No. 40 ; second application, Nos. 
28 and 100; fourth application. No. 43; sixth application. No. 116. 

Union county, first application. No. 5 (School No. 6); second 
application, No. 5 (School No. 5) ; fifth application, Nos. 5 (Battin 
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High School and School No. 3) and 29; sixth application. No. 5 
(School No. 4); seventh application, No. 15; ninth application, Nos. 
4 and 5 (School No. 2); tenth application, No. 5 (School No. 1); 
eleventh application, Nos. 14 and 27 ; fifteenth application, No. 18. 

Warren county, first application No. 36 ; fourtn application. No. 
73 ; fifth application, No. 86 ; seventh application, Nos. 32 and 50. 

The number of first applications made during the year was thirty- 
six, a decrease of four ; of second applications sixty-six, an increase 
of twenty-seven ; of third applications twenty-two, a decrease of 
eleven; of fourth applications thirty-one, an increase of eight; of 
fifth applications thirty, an increase of thirteen ; of sixth applications 
fifteen, a decrease of three ; of seventh applications fourteen, the sams 
as last year ; of eighth applications eleven, a decrease of three ; of 
ninth applications eight, a decrease of one; of tenth applications 
seven, the same as last year ; of eleventh applications ten, a decrease 
of one; of twelftJi applications eight, an increase of three; of 
thirteenth applications four, an increase of two ; of fourteenth appli- 
cations one, a decrease of two; of fifteenth applications one, an 
increase of one ; of seventeenth applications none, a decrease of one ; 
of eighteenth applications one, an increase of one; of ninteenth 
applications none, a decrease of one ; of twentieth applications one, 
an increase of one. The total number for the year was two hundred 
and sixty-six, an increase of thirty-one. 

One thousand and ten schools have established school libraries, 
an increase of thirty- six; three hundred and thirty-five have made 
the first application, a decrease of twenty-nine; two hundred and 
twenty-eight have made the second application, an increase of thirty- 
nine ; one hundred and twenty-one have made the third application, 
a decrease of five ; eighty-seven have made the fourth application, an 
increase of seven ; seventy have made the fifth application, an increase 
of eight ; forty-four have made the sixth application, an increase of 
nine; thirty-four have made the seventh application, a decrease of 
two ; twenty-six have made the eighth application, an increase of one ; 
eighteen have made the -ninth application, an increase of one; ten 
have made the tenth application, a decrease of three ; fourteen have 
made the eleventh application, an increase of one ; eleven have made 
the twelfth application, an increase of six; four have made the 
thirteenth application, an increase of two ; four have made the four- 
teenth application, an increase of one ; one has made the fifteenth 
application, an increase of one ; one has made the sixteenth applica- 
tion, the same as last year ; one has made the eighteenth application, 
an increase of one ; one has made the twentieth application, an increase 
of one. The total number of payments made is three thousand two 
hundred and seventy-eight, an increase of two hundred and fifty-three. 
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BVESTNQ 8CHOOLB. 

Ten citiee muntaiaed eveniog schools ; Paterson has been added to 
-the list, and Elizabeth and Plaiofield have been dropped. The total 
number of evenings the schools were maintained decreased thirty-three ; 
the total number of pupils enrolled increased biz thousand two 
hundred and seventj-nine ; the average enrollment increased one 
thousand and thirty-nine ; the number of teachers increased eighty- 
nine ; the average weekly salary paid the teachers decreased $2.84 ' 
.and the total amount expended increased $5,956,89. 



The statistics i 
below: 
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r tlie oities maintaining evening atdiools are ^ven 
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AQES OF SCHOOL CHILDBEN. 

In Tables XIII., XIV., XV. and XVI. are given the number 
of children in the oounties and cities respectively, according to ages, 
and the percentage of ages on the total school census. In Tables 
XVII. and XVIII. the ages of the children enrolled in the city 
schools and the percentage of each age are given. 

Nearly 33 per cent, of the children under six years of age were 
enrolled in the schools of the cities ; 59 per cent, of those between 
six and seven ; 56 per cent, of those between seven and eight ; 61 
per cent, of those between eight and nine; 61 per cent, of those 
between nine and ten ; 62 per 'cent of those between ten and eleven ; 
63 per cent, of those between eleven and twelve ; 67 per cent, of those 
between twelve and thirteen ; 50 per cent, of those between thirteen 
and fourteen ; 34 per cent, of those between fourteen and fifteen ; 
20 per cent, of those between fifteen and sixteen; 11 per cent, of 
those between sixteen and seventeen and 6 per cent, of those between 
seventeen and eighteen. 



APPOBTIONMEHT OF BEBBBVE FTJUD. 

The State Board of Education apportioned the reserve fund, which 
is 10 per centum of the total amount of the State school tax, among 
the counties as follows : 
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The oounties that receive by this apportionment more than the 10 
per cent, they contribute to the fund are designated as '^ receiving 
-counties/^ those that receive just the amount they contribute, '' medium 
<x)unties ^' and those that receive less, " paying counties/' Classified 
under those heads the amount per child received from the State by 
the several counties is given below : 



BECErVING COUNTIES. 

€amden $4 06 

Cumberland 4 06 

Ocean- 4 11 

Atlantic 4 16 

Sussex 4 20 



MEDIUM COUNTIES. 

Hudson $4 14 

Passaic 4 30 

Morris 4 64 

Bergen 4 68 

Cape May 4 70 

Middlesex 4 90 

Burlington 6 11 

Warren 5 44 

Union 5 62 

Oloucester i 5 98 



PAYING COUNTIES. 

Essex $6 40 

Monmouth 6 42 

Mercer 6 50 

Salem 6 68 

Hunterdon 6 70 

Somerset 6 80 



INDUSTBIAL AND MANUAL TRAINING. 

Under the law providing for industrial or technical schools, under 
boards of trustees separate and distinct from the public school boards, 
schools have been established in Hoboken and Newark, the former in 
1888 and the latter in 1885. In the appendix to this report will be 
found full reports concerning the management and progress of these 
schools. 
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In addition to the law referred to above is an act which provides 
for the maintaining a course of manaal training in the public schools^ 
and grants aid from the State school fund for that purpose. Under 
the provisions of this law, manual training has been added to the 
course of study in the following schools: Montclfiir, Morristown, 
Orange, Paterson and Yineland in 1888 ; in the town of Union in 
1889, and in Grarfield, Passaic, South Orange and Weehawken in 1890* 
Reports of the manual training departments of these schools will be 
found in the appendix. 



DISTBICT IKDEBTEDNE88. 

The amount of funded debt of the school districts in the State 
September Ist, 1890, was $1,142,112.16. During the year debts to 
the amount of $160,700 <were incurred and $99,249.16 paid off, 
leaving the amount of debt August 31st, 1891, $1,203,563; a net 
increase during the year of $61,450.80. In the following table is 
shown the debts of the several districts in the State. This does not 
include the cities, as the bonds issued in municipalities are general 
dty bonds, and not special school bonds, and it is, therefore, impossible 
to ascertain, with any degree of accuracy, what portion of the city 
bonds were issued for school purposes. 
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No. 48 (Main Road School) ; eleventh application, No. 1 (Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue School); twelfth application^ No. 16 ; thirteenth appli- 
cation. No. 15. 

Bergen county, first application, Noe. 52 and 59 ; second applica- 
tion, Nos. 11, 16, 17, 18, 20 and 44; third application, Noe. 1, 22, 
23 and 39 (School No. 1) ; fourth application. No. 61 ; fifth applica- 
tion, Noe. 25, 33 and 57; sixth application. No. 21^; eighth appli- 
cation. No. 39 (School No. 1); ninth application. No. 12; eleventh 
application, No. 40; twelfth application. No. 45; eighteenth applica- 
tion. No. 37. 

Burlington county, first application, No. 6; second application, 
Nos. 32 and 112; third application. No. 22; fourth application. No. 
82 ; fifth application, No. 52. 

Camden county, first application, Nos. 1 (Linden School), 3 (Delair 
School) and 4 (School No. 5) ; second application, Nos. 1 (Cooper 
Grammar, E. T. Evered, Liberty, Ferry Avenue, J. W. Mickle, 
Mt. Vernon, Kaighn Avenue, I. S. Mulford, Richard Felter, Central, 
E. A. Stevens, Broadway and Northeast Schools), 3 (Pensauken and 
Sordentown Schools), 15 and 20; third application, No. 7; fourth 
application, Nos. 1 (George Genge School), 8 and 13 ; ninth applica- 
tion, No. 26; thirteenth application. No. 21. 

Cape May county, second application. No. 14 ; third application, 
Nos. 1 and 29; fourth application. No. 27; seventh application. No. 26. 

Cumberland county, first application, No. 58 ; second application, 
Nos. 18, 22 (School No. 1) and 39 ; fifth application. No. 13. 

Essex county, first application, Nos. 16 and 43 (Normal and Rose- 
ville Avenue Schools) ; second application, Nos. 4 (School No. 3), 43 
(South Tenth Street and Eighteenth Avenue Schools) and 44 (School 
No. 5); third application, Nos. 4 (School No. 2) and 43 (Wickliffe 
Street School) ; fourth application, Nos. 14, 42 and 43 (Hamburg 
Place, Camden Street and Summer Avenue Schools) ; fifth applica- 
tion. No. 41 ; sixth application, Nos. 6, 7 (Center Primary School), 
28 and 43 ; (Miller Street and Burnet Street Schools) : Seventh ap- 
plication, No. 43 (Walnut Street School) ; eighth application, Nos. 
26 and 43 (Oliver Street School) ; ninth application, No. 44 (School 
No. 3) ; tenth application, Nos. 7 (Berkeley and Brookside Schools) 
and 43 (Webster Street School) ; eleventh application, Nos. 43 (Central 
Avenue School) and 44 (School No. 2) ; twelfth application, Nos. 27 
and 44 (School No. 1) ; thirteenth application, Nos. 4 (School No. 1) 
and 20 ; fourteenth application. No. 7 (Center Grammar School). 

Gloucester county, first application, No. 24 ; second application, 
Nos. 43 (School No. 2) ; third application, Nos. 28 and 58 ; fourth 
application, No. 45; seventh application, Nos. 31, 43 (School No. 1) 
and 54; eighth application, No. 16. 

Hudson county, first application, No. 16; second application, 
Nos. 13 (Schools Noe. 2, 3, 4, 6 and 11, Female) and 15 (School No. 
3) ; fifth application, Nos. 6 and 13 (School No. 20) ; sixth applica- 
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tioD^ No. 13 (Schools Nos. 8 and 11, Male) ; eighth application^ No. 
13 (School No. 12); tenth application, No. 13 (School No. 14); 
tweLfda application, No. 13 (School No. 7). 

Hunterdon county, first application, Nos. 19, 50, 77 and 109; 
second application, Nos. 28, 54 and 56 ; third application, No. 74 ; 
fourth application, Nos. 12, 43, 98 and 108 (School No. 1); fifth ap- 
plication, No. 9 ; seventh application. No. 13 ; twelfth application, 
No. 67. 

Mercer county, first application, Nos. 19 (Market Street and 
Charles Skelton Schools) and 49 ; second application, Nos. 10 and 
39 (School No. 1); third application, No. 44; fourth application, 
Nos. 3, 19 (High School) and 30 ; eighth application, No. 62. 

Middlesex county, first application. No. 49 ; second application, 
Nos. 42, 66, 70, 75 and 77 ; fourth application. No. 55 ; fifth appli- 
cation, Nos. 24, 37 and 76 ; ninth application, No. 38 ; eleventh ap- 
plication. No. 39. 

Monmouth county, first application, No. 63 ; second application, 
Nos. 60, 87, 90J (Schools Nos. 1, 2 and 3) ; third application, Nos. 
7 (School No. 2) and 72 ; fourth application, Nos. 25 and 51 ; fifth 
application, Nos. 7 (School No. 1), 48, 75 (School No. 2) and 85 
(School No. 2) ; sixth application. No. 85 (High School) ; eighth ap- 
plication, No. 38; eleventh application. No. 75 (School No. 1); 
twelfth application. No. 49. 

Morris county, second application, Nos. 37 and 64 ; third applica- 
tion. No. 108; fourth application, Nos. 66, 95 (School No. 2) 
and 97 ; fifth application. No. 95 (School No. 1) ; sixth application, 
Nos. 1 and 87 ; seventh application, Nos. 44 and 74 ; eleventh appli- 
cation. No. 79 ; twentieth application, No. 82. 

Ocean county, second application, Nos. 1 and 14 ; fifth application. 
No. 23. 

Passaic county, first application, Nos. 11 and 37 ; second applica- 
tion, No. 1; fourth application, Nos. 23 and 35 (School No. 11); 
fifth application. No. 3; seventh application, Nos. 2 and 35 (High 
School) ; tenth application. No. 35 (School No. 10). 

Salem county, first application, Nos. 1 (East Ward Intermediate, 
East Ward Primary and West Ward Primary Schools), 48, 57 and 
64; second application. No. 21; third application. No. 26 (School 
No. 1). 

Somerset county, first application, Nos. 36 and 54 ; second appli- 
cation, Nos. 16, 62 and 69; third application, Nos. 1, 25 and 44; 
fifth application, Nos. 7, 22 and 28 (Schools Nos. 1 and 2) ; seventh 
application. No. 12; ninth application. No. 11 ; eleventh application. 
No. 36 ; twelfth application. No. 38. 

Sussex county, first application. No. 40 ; second application, Nos. 
28 and 100; fourth application, No. 43; sixth application. No. 116. 

Union county, first application, No. 5 (School No. 6); second 
application, No. 5 (School No. 5) ; fifth application, Nos. 5 (Battin 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXL— CoHTiHDKD. 
Ckmdilifm of School Libraria in SUSSEX Onmfy. 
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EEPORT OP 8DPEEINTBNDBNT. 



TABLE XXI.— CoNTiuniiD. 
Qmdition of School Ltbrariu in UNION GowUy. 
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SCHOOL KEPOET. 



TABLE XXL— CoHTlHTrBD. 
CmdiHon of Saool Lil>raria in WARREN Oninly. 
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KEPOBT OP SUPEKINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— OoKTliroK). 
Condition of School Libraria in WARREN Couniy. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXIL 

County Superintendents. 



OOUNriKS. 



Atlantic 

Bergen 

Bnrlington .. 

Oamden 

Oape May 

Gnmberland 

E«ex 

Glonceater.... 

Hndflon 

Hnnterdon ... 

Mercer 

Middlesex .... 
MonmoQth ... 

Morris 

Ocean 

Pavaic 

Salem 

Somerset 

SlUMZ 

Union 



NAMES. 



P. O. ADDBESS. 



Atlantic City. 
Sackensack.. 
Bordentown .. 



8. B. MORSE - 

JOHN TEBHUNB 

EDGAR HAAS 

OHARLES S. ALBERTSON Magnolia 

VINCENT 0. MILLER Sooth Dennis. 

CHARLES G. HAMPTON 'Bridgeton. 

CHARLES M. DAVIS 'Newark 



JAMES GALLAHER 

REV. GEORGE C. HOUGHTON. 

E. M HEATH 

LLOYD WILBUR. M.D 

H. BREWSTER WILLlS 

SAMUEL LOOKWOOD 

JAMES 0. COOPER 

E. M. LONAN 

ALEXANDER ELLIOTT, Jb 

ROBERT GWYNNB. Ja 

WILLIAM T. F. ATRES 

LUTHER HILL 

B. HOLMES 



Warren ROBERT S. PRICE 



I 



Panlsboro 

Hoboken 

Lock town 

Hightstown 

New Brnnswick. 

Freehold 

Dover 

Toms River 

Paterson 

Salem 

Somerville 

Andover 

Elizabeth 

Hackettstown.... 



8ALAKT. 



1.300 00 

1.900 00 

809 00 

800 00 

807 88 

1.300 00 

963 28 

1,300 00 

I.IIO 73 

800 00 

1.013 12 

1.300 00 

1.300 00 

800 00 

920 72 

800 00 

930 30 

800 00 

800 00 

1.K6 48 
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TABLE XXIII. 



City Superintendents. 



CITIES. 



Atlantic City 

fiayonne 

firidgeton 

Oamden 

Slizabeth ».... 

aionoMt«r Oity.. 

H^boken 

Jersey Oity 

MillTille.... 

Morristown 

Newark ............ 

New BruMwick 
Orance ............... 

Paterson 

Perth Amboy,... 

PbilUpebnrg 

Plainfleld..... 

Bahway 

4}alem 

Trenton 



NAMKS. 



0. J. ADAMS. 
0HABLE3 M. DAVIS. 
WILLIASft EDWABD COX. 
MABTIN T. BEBGEN. 
J. AU0DSTU8 DIX. 
J. 0. STINSON. 
DAVID E. BUE. 
ADDISON B. POLAND. 
E. 0. STOKES. 
W. L. B. HAVEN. 
WILLIAM N. BABBINGER. 
ELLIS A. APOAB. 
U. W. OUTTS 
0BE9TES M. BBANDS. 
0. 0. HOMMANN. 
H. BUDD HOWELL. 
J. L. HDBLBUT. 
ELIHU B. SILVBBS 
BOBEBT GWYNNE, Ja. 
FBANK H. LALOa. 



APPENDIX. 
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REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



ATLANTIC COUNTY. 



8. B. MoBSE^ Superintendent. 



To E, 0. ChapmaUy State Superintendent : 

I have the honor to present my fourteenth annual report of the 
progress and condition of the public schools of Atlantic county for 
the year ending August 31st, 1891. 



SCHOOL CENSUS. 

There has been some increase in the number of children in the 
county during the past year. My last report records 6,826^ while 
this year there are 6,938, an increase of 112. Last year there were 
5,012 enrolled on the registers and this year 5,269, an increase of 
only 257, while the general average of attendance shows an increase 
of 764 over last year, which I consider a good showing. 

The average time the schools have been kept open has increased 
from 8.89 to 8.95. Quite a number of students over 18 years of age 
have been in attendance who are not included in the above report. 



FINANCIAL. 

There was received last year from the State and other sources, for 
teachers^ salaries and fuel, $51,516.38, this year, $56,312.23, an in- 
crease of $4,795.85; for building, repairing, &c., last year, $10,920.10, 
this year, $21,495.84, an increase of $10,575.74, which is almost 
double, and shows a grand total this year of $77,808.07, against 
^62,940.48 of last year. Of this amount, $71,178.30 was expended, 
leaving a balance of only $6,629.77, of which Atlantic City has about 
one-half. 

(3) 



SCHOOL BEPOBT. 



TABLE XXI.— CtoHTniuED. 
CondUim oj School Libraries m PASSAIC Goaniy, 
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REPORT OF SUPERIIfTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— CoMTunTBD. 
OattdilUm of Sdmol lAbraria in SOMERSET Comity. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXI.— COHTIHDED. 

OtmdiUon of S<Aool LibnarKa in SUSSEX Q>wUy. 
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EEPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— CoNTiNUBD. 

CondiHon of Sehool Libraries in UNION Chwtty. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXL— CoNTiNUBD. 
Condition of School £i&ran'u in WARREN OowUy. 
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BEPOET OP SUPERINTENDENT. 



TABLE XXI.— CoHTiKuiD. 
Omdilim of Sbjoo! Liiraria m WASBEN Omialy. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 



TABLE XXIL 

County Superintendents, 



GOUNTIES. 



Atlantic 

Bergen 

Bnrlington .. 

Oamden 

Oape May 

Gomberland 

E«ex 

Glonceater.... 

Hodflon 

Hnnterdon ... 

Mercer 

Middlesex .... 
MonmoQth ... 

Morris 

Ocean 

Pavaic 

Salem 

Somerset 

SlUMZ 

Union 



NAMES. 



p. O. ADDBFSS. 



Atlantic City. 
Sackensack.. 
Bordentown .. 



8. R. MORSE. - 

JOHN TERHUNE 

EDGAR HAAS » 

OHARLES 8. ALBERTSON Magnolia 

VINCENT 0. MILLER Sooth Dennis. 

OHARLES G. HAMPTON 'flridgeton 

CHARLES M. DAVIS 'Newark 



JAMES GALLAHER 

REV. GEORGE C. HOUGHTON. 

E. M HEATH 

LLOYD WILBUR. M.D 

H. BREWSTER WILLlS 

SAMUEL LOOKWOOD 

JAMES 0. COOPER 

E. M. LONAN 

ALEXANDER ELLIOTT. Jb 

ROBERT G WYNNE. Ja 

WILLIAM T. F. AYRBS 

LUTHER HILL 

B. HOLMES 



Warren ROBERT S. PRICE 



Panlsboro 

Hoboken 

Locktown. 

Hightstown 

New Brunswick. 

Freehold 

Dover 

Toms River 

Paterson 

Salem 

Somerville 

Andover 

Elizabeth 

Hackettstown.... 



SALARY. 



^SOO 00 

1.300 00 

1,300 00 

800 00 

800 00 

807 88 

1.300 00 

965 28 

1,300 00 

I. HO 73 

800 00 

1.013 12 

1.300 00 

1,300 00 

800 00 

920 73 

800 00 

930 20 

800 00 

800 00 

1.966 48 
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J. O. STINSON. 
DAVID B. RUE. 
ADDISON B. POLAND. 
E. 0. STOKES. 
W. L. R. HAVEN. 
WILLIAM N. BABRINGEB. 
ELLIS A. APGAR. 
U. W. OUTTS 
ORESTES M. BRANDS. 
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H. BUDD HOWELL. 
J. L. HURLBUT. 
BLIHU B. SILVERS 
ROBERT GWYNNB. Je. 
FRANK H. LALOR. 
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ATLANTIC COUNTY. 



8. R. MOBSE^ SUPEBIKTE^DENT. 



To E, 0. Ohapman, State Superintendent : 

I have the honor to present my fourteenth annual report of the 
progress and condition of the public schools of Atlantic county for 
the year ending August 31st, 1891. 



SCHOOL CENSUS. 

There has been some increase in the number of children in the 
county during the past year. My last report records 6,826, while 
this year there are 6,938, an increase of 112. Last year there were 
5,012 enrolled on the registers and this year 5,269, an increase of 
only 257, while the general average of attendance shows an increase 
of 764 over last year, which I consider a good showing. 

The average time the schools have been kept open has increased 
from 8.89 to 8.95. Quite a number of students over 18 years of age 
have been in attendance who are not included in the above report. 



FINANCIAL. 

There was received last year from the State and other sources, for 
teachers^ salaries and fuel, $51,516.38, this year, $56,312.23, an in- 
crease of $4,795.85 ; for building, repairing, &c., last year, $10,920.10, 
this year, $21,495.84, an increase of $10,575.74, which is almost 
double, and shows a grand total this year of $77,808.07, against 
^62,940.48 of last year. Of this amount, $71,178.30 was expended, 
leaving a balance of only $6,629.77, of which Atlantic City has about 
one-half. 

(3) 
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SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The valuation of school property has increased from $170^950 to 
$191,300, an increase of $20,350. 

SALABIES. 

The average salary per month for male teachers has been $66.26^ 
an increase of $7.26, while that of the female teachers has been 
$42.78, a decrease of 88 cents per month, caused by employing assist- 
ants in some of our small schools at a small salary. 

TEACHEBS. 

There have been employed during the year 25 male and 80 female 
teachers, a total of 105 teachers. 



NEW SCHOOL-HOUSES AND BEPAIBS. 

District No. 1, Atlantic City, has voted $20,000, with only one 
vote in opposition, to build 12 new rooms, 4 each on the Texas avenue, 
Indiana avenue and New Jersey avenue school buildings, which have 
been completed, and all occupied excepting two. 

No. 48, Hammonton, has voted to build an eight-room brick house,, 
to cost $18,000, which when completed will be one of the best build- 
ing in South Jersey. 

No. 12, Absecon, has done what I have been trying to acoomplisb 
for the past fourteen years, voted to build a new school-house of two 
rooms. The work has been commenced, and the good people of 
Absecon, as well as Hammonton, are to be congratulated. 

There are still a few districts in which new buildings are needed,, 
and I hope in the next report some of these will be added to the list. 

BEPAIBS. 

Numbers 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 15, 16 have made some needed repairs,. 
No. 28 having new seats put into a newly-painted room. Thus^ the 
most of the buildings are in good condition. 

NEW BUILDINGS NEEDED. 

New buildings are sadly needed in No. 14, South Absecon ; No. 24,. 
Estellville; No. 27, Head of River, and No. 40, Carmantown. 1 
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trust it will not be long before these districts will have buildings 
suitable for the children. 

TEXT- BOOKS. 

I continue to urge the adoption of free text-books. Two more 
districts^ 17 and 20, have been added to the honor-roll hj voting free 
books^ and they will never go back to the old method^ which is so 
expensive and unsatisfactory. There are a few more who should 
come over to the right side. 



TEACHEBS' EXAMINATIONS. 

I have held four quarterly examinations during the year, assisted 
by W. B. Matthews, of Hammonton, and H. C. Krebs, of Egg 
Harbor City. There have been 102 applicants for certificates daring 
the year^ and 66 certificates granted. Of this number 14 have been 
granted to males, and 5 L to females. There have been 8 first grades, 
18 second grades and 39 third grades granted. There have been 37 
applicants rejected, 7 males and 30 females. The following received 
first grades: 

General Ayerage. 

Bessie B. Warwick 82^ 

Charles W. Ingersoll - 82^^^ 

Louise Pinchon 79^ 

Elijah D. Riley 89^^ 

Helen G. Smith 81^ 

Charles B. Boyer 90^ 

Albert Conover 82^^ 

Medora Risley 83^ 



ARBOR DAY AND NATIONAL DAY. 

As last year, Arbor and National exercises were observed on the 
same day. I find that this plan works well. Reports are made to 
me from each school concerning the programme of the day. 



NORMAL CLASS OR TRAINING SCHOOL. 

I have formed a class for teachers and those intending to become 
teachers. My aim is to make this of so much importance and interest 
that all teachers in our county will feel that they must attend. The 
best methods will be taken up, discussed and explained. Much good 
ia expected to come from this. 
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teachers' institute. 

The Union Teachers' Institute of Camden, Gloaoester, Salem and 
Atlantic counties was held in the Opera House, Atlantic City, October 
29th, 30th and Slst. It was a grand success from every standpoint. 
All agreed it was the best we ever had. The instructors were Mrs. 
M. £. Monroe, of Philadelphia ; Dr. Edward Brooks, of Philadel- 
phia ; Prof. WoodhuU, of New York City ; Prof. Russel, of Boston, 
on music ; Prof. Frye, of Boston, on geography ; Principal Green, of 
the State Normal School, and our ever- welcome friend, Prof. Austin 
Apgar, of the State Normal School, and Miss Linda Lister, of Egg 
Harbor City, on drawing. 

There was not a poor thing given to the institute— everything was 
good. 

All of the teachers seemed to enjoy the work, and I know that a 
great deal of good has resulted from it in my county. 



VISITS. 

I have made during the year 307 school visits, which is moreTthan 
usual, and has taken the greater part of my time while the schools 
have been in session. I have found on the whole good work beine 
done. No notice of my visit is given to the teacher. I wish to find 
the schools just as they are in their every-day dress. All good teachers 
are glad to have me visit them. 



ooubse of study. 
Commencement 

The plans of the course of study have for the past year been car- 
ried out as before, with the same good results in our schools. 

Everything seems to be workine harmoniously. Each year the 
attendance at school increases, as well as the number of graduates. 

There were 65 graduates in the Class of 1891, 1 from Leeds Point, 
2 from Port Republic, 3 from Somers Point, 5 from Oceanville, 4 
from Absecon, 2 from South Absecon, 2 from Pleasantville, 6 from 
Smith's Landing, 1 from each place following : Bargaintown, Lin- 
wood, Scullville, Estellville and Buena, 2 from Steelmanville, 3 from 
Mays Landing, 4 from Elwood, 8 from Egg Harbor City and 9 
from Hammonton. 

Among our graduates are children of all classes. There is no 
jealousy — but honest rivalry. 



ATLANTIC COUNTY— CJoNnKUED. 7 

The folIowiD^ is the letter of instructions sent to eaoh teacher^ 
which will explain our method of conducting the annual county 
ezaminatibn : 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL EXAMINATION 

OF THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF ATLANTIC COUNTY, N. J. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO TEACHERS AND PUPILS. 
TO BB RKAD TO THE PUPILI. 

The teacher is to opea the envelopes, as marked on them, in the presence 
of the pupils. Use the questions as marked on the envelopes and as num- 
bered on the questions. Copy only a few of the questions on the board at 
a time. No pupil is to leave the room till he has finished all the questions 
written on the board. 

The teacher will see that the pupils have no help. 

No two pupils of the same grade are to sit near each other during the 
examination. 

All books, papers or other means of help are to be removed. 

Number and leave a space between each question. You can use both 
sides of the paper. Have your work neatly done, for it will be placed on 
exhibition. 

The teacher should take up the papers as soon as the work is done. See 
that the blanks at the head of the papers are filled' in. 

The teacher will make out the Fourth and Primary questions. 

Let each pupil have some work to do. When any pupil gets through 
with his examination let him go on with his lessons. Have the higher 
grades use pen and ink. 

In all mathematical questions *the work as well as the result should be 
given on the paper returned. 

The Advanced Course and First Grade pupils are to take all the First 
Grade questions, except those branches in which they have a standing, (80 
or more,) unless otherwise stated. The teacher is to mark all the grades 
below the First. 

Write the name and age of each pupil now attending the school in the 
blanks and the averages, if any, of all in the Second, Third, Fourth and 
Primary Grades, and indicate bv a plus mark what subjects the other pupils 
have taken and return the blanks to the County Superintendent at the close 
of the examination. Be sure to mark each average : First, Second, Third 
or Fourth in the average blank. 

After you have marKed the papers and copied the averages, send all the 
work, except Fourth and Primary Grades, to the County Superintendent. 
Put all of the papers of the same study in the First and Advanced Grades 
together, but in all other grades put the papers of each pupil by them- 
selves. 

Each pupil will copy and sign the following certificate on the last paper 
of his work : '* I have had no help from any source in answering the ques- 
tions, neither have I given any. The teacher will please certifv that the 
pupils have had no help in answering the questions, as far as he knows/' 

Certificates will be given the same as last vear. Primary certificates will 
be sent to the teachers to use as they think best, if so desired. The papers 
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must be delivered to the €k)anty Superintendent, at Atlantic City ; W. 6. 
MatUiews, Hammonton ; H. C. Krebs, £^ Harbor City ; Rodman CorsoD, 
Abseoon ; D. T. Steelman, Smith's Landing ; or E. D. Bisley, Mays Land- 
ing, not later than April 24th, 1891. 

If sent by mail the postage musib be fully prepaid. The Advanced Course 
pupils will take their examination at the same time, unless by agreement 
they are to take it later. The questions will be found in one of the enve- 
lopes marked Advanced Grade. 

S. R. MORSE, 
OowUy Superintendent, 

In oonclodoDy I wish to express my thanks to the people of my 
county for the uniform oourtesy and support they have always given 
to me in my work. Espeoially to the scnool officers and teachers. I 
fed mteful for their oordial support. There has been nothing dur- 
ing Uie past year to hinder the good work, or to render it otherwise 
than pleasant. The amount of work is oontinnally increasing^ but 
with a ffood system I am able to manage it. 

It wul be seen that I have made more visits the past year than ever 
before. Our course of study has become so well understood uid 
appreciated that everything works pleasantly and profitably. The 
class of graduates of '91 is the largest we have had, and it seems now 
that the next ¥rill be much larger. I feel, with all the work it 
makes for me, in preparing, printing and sending oat the questions, cir- 
culars and examinationnppers, examining them after their retuni, 
copying the averageM^i^^e pupils and sending out the different 
grades of certificates, &c., that it pays many fol£ The system ha» 
created such an interest in the schools that idl can see the great bene- 
fits of our graded coarse. 

NORMAL CLASS. 

I am making arnu^emonts for forming a Ncurmal Class for the 
benefit of teachers and graduates. I hope Atlantic county, in the 
matter of educational interests, will soon rank second to none in the 
Slate, but stand abreast of all. Much good is expected from this 
training clasps if it is continued. 
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BERGEN COUNTY. 



John Tebhuns^ Supsriktendent. 



Hon. E. 0. Chapman^ State SuperintenderU, 

Sib — I respectfully submit the following as my sixth annual 
report; and I trust that the increased liberality of the taxpayers 
of Bergen county will receive the same concurrent recognition from 
my superior that I have accorded to them. Trustees and teachers 
have been unusually active and attentive to the grave trusts and 
responsibilities committed to them, and are also deserving of com- 
mendation for their uplifting influence, f^om which has resulted the 
improved conditions, in general, of the^llNfitional interests and 
advantages in the county. 

The resources for 1891-92, as far as can be quoted at this time, are 
as follows : 

State school tax $53,078 87 

$100,000 appropriation 2,928 78 

Interest of surplus revenue 1,795 08 

$57,802 23 

District tax for teachers' salaries $42,842 00 

District tax for other purposes 59,123 10 

District tax for manual training 3,700 00 

State appropriation for manual training 3,700 00 

109,365 10 

Balances due the districts 33,691 77 

Total to date $200,859 10 

Bonding districts for new buildings and revenues from tuition will 
^agment mis sum during the year. 
The expenditures for the past year were as follows : 
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For teachers' ealariee $88,654 21 

For fuel 3,758 70 

For building repairs, debt and interest 37,694 39 

For incidentals 18,370 98 

$148,478 28 

OTHER OOMPABISONS. 

Inc. Dec 

Valuation of school property $359,500 $26,000 

School census 12,423 400 

Average time the schools were open 10.14 .03 

Total enrollment 7,950 280 

Number attending 10 months or more... 625 188 
Number attending 8 months but less 

than 10 2,602 157 

Number attending 6 months but less 

than 8 1,563 2 

Number attending 4 months but less 

than 6 1,138 106 

Number attending less than 4 months... 2,022 169 

Average attendance 5,040 467 

Number attending private schools 1 ,134 . 48 

Number attending no school 3,142 124 

Seating capacity 8,101 572 

Number of male teachers employed 42 2 

Number of female teachers employed.... 107 7 

Average salary per month to males $88 65 $5 61 

Average salary per month to females $45 75 $1 23 

Number of visitors present at Arbor Day 

exercises 1,564 316 

Number of trees planted on Arbor Day.. 124 45 
Number of districts having beautiful 

flags 37 17 

Number of instruments: Pianos, 15; 

organs, 26 41 5 

Number of pupils successful at the 

annual examination 397 39 



SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Edgewater, District No. 1, voted to bond in the sum of $6,000, for 
a second building in the southern part of its territory. 

Schraalenburgh, District No. 11, also bonded for $5,000, to erect the 
second building at Bergenfield. 

This method of erecting two buildings in the same district, under 
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the control of one Board of Trustees, is more ecoDomical and permits 
of better eradation than could be attained by a division of the districts. 
But one Principal is necessary and the other departments can grade 
alike and a class promoted from each will unite in one grade for the 
Principal. The small children not being obliged to walk long distances 
reduces the irregularity in attendance at this age to a minimum. I 
encourage this arrangement in preference to division, also for the reason 
that small districts are to receive not less than $375, and this gives to 
such a per capita far in excess of that received by the larger districts^ 
which is unjust to the latter. 

District No. 33^ issued bonds for'$6,500, to raise the building one 
story and to add a large extension. 

District No. 36^ issued bonds for $2,260, for an addition containing 
two rooms. 

District No. 42 issued bonds for $3,500, for an annex and other 
improvements. 

Districts 35, 22 and 52 have new furniture; and 14 and 61 have 
made alterations, the last having changed the system of heating. 

As regards the '^ condition of houses," I have not a single one that 
can be classified under a lower head than ''good.'' I have a few that 
are inadequate, and provision should be made for increasing the num- 
ber of teachers; yet, I feel confident that before the present year 
terminates this criticism will have been removed in every case. I 
keep this subject constantly before the Trustees, and with the aid of 
the press the review lessons are made so frequent that defective 
memories cannot be offered as legitimate excuses. 

A law should be enacted limiting the enrollment in rural schools 
with one teacher, and the number should not exceed sixty. For- 
feiture of State moneys should be the penalty for refusal to comply 
within a reasonable time. 

The following circular proved very beneficial : 

Department of Public Insteuction. 
office of superintendent, bergen county, 
Hagkensace, N. J., August 11th, 1890. 

To Health Inspectors and Trustees: 

The law enacted at the last session of the Legislature and numbered as 
Chapter CCLV., making it the duty of the Township Boards of Health to 
appoint, at their organization meeting, the Township Physician as Health 
Inspector, and naming among his duties the inspection of public schools, is 
in my estimation one of the most important bills that has received the 
approval of the Governor. 

I am informed that the origin of this worthy supplement to the laws of 
New Jersey must be credited to our distinguished Bergen county physi- 
cian, Dr. Clendinen, a practical scholar who understands that healthy 
minds recjuire healthy oodies; and whose observations have probably 
induced him to labor for the introduction and passage of such a law as 
would secure the needed hygienic protection due the school generation. 
. The County Superintendents are certainly very much indebted to the 
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Doctor for his conception of the idea, and to oar legislators and Executive 
for furnishing them with so many ahle coadjutors on this important sub- 
ject ; and I trust that the officers of this county^ in which the oill had its 
nativity, will see that its intentions and provisions are rigidly enforced. 
In case any Boards of Trustees neglect or refuse to carry out the directions 
and recommendations toward the correction of any existing sanitary 
imperfections that the Inspector may consider detrimental, then the power 
delegated to this office for the condemnation of school- houses will cheer> 
fully co-operate and support him in every instance. 

when I see so many teachers and pupils with defective vision and 
nervous disorders, and know that a large percentage of these troubles has 
been acquired during school age, through improperly lighted, heated 
and ventilated school-rooms, I tak^ the liberty of asking that special 
examinations and inquiries be made at your official visits as to the 
arrangement of seats for receiving the light from the proper direction, the 
system or method of ventilation, the distribution of heat, and that you 
insist upon having one or more thermometers in each room. 

All necessary information pertaining to school sanitation can be found 
in Dr. Ezra M. Hunt's work on " Principles of Hygiene," published by the 
American Book Company, 806 and 808 Broadway, N. Y. ; and Circular No. 
4, 1880, of the Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C, on rural school 
architecture, with illustrations. A letter to the Commissioner of Education 
requesting this circular is all that is required. All school officers should 
be familiar with these publications. 

Very respectfully, 

^O. TERHUNE, 
CourUy Superintendent. 

I appealed to the Inspectors of three townships to visit certain 
schools and report opinions upon questions specified. They cheer- 
fully complied and tersely condemned the existing evils. 

With these weapons I attacked the respective officers in each dis- 
trict, and the consequence is that the children in those schools are 
comfortably seated at new desks. 

Dr. Clendinen, of Ridgefield township, visited the schools under his 
jurisdiction periodically, and has instigated many reforms. The cus- 
tom of drinking water dipped from a pail with a cup, he pronounced 
contaminating and ordered it abolished. He said that for the com- 
munication 01 contagious diseases, no better opportunity was offered 
than by this mouth-washing system, and advised vessels with faucets 
substituted. 

Drainage and light received his personal inspection, and he did not 
hesitate to point out anything observed that needed sanitary correctioD. 



SCHOOL LIBBABIES. 

Districts 52 and 69 are new applicants for the State appropriation, 
while additions have been made in Nos, 1, 11, 12, 16, 18, 20, 21J, 
22, 23, 25, 33, 37, 39 in both schools, 40, 42, 44, 45, 57 and 61. 

No improvement has been made in rendering reports. They are in 
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a majority of cases very incoknplete or not famished at all. New 
teachers do not know at the beginning of the year what information 
is desired, and henoe no preparation \a made to furnish anything. 
A copy of the report blank, or a special circular containing the ''Act '^ 
with airections as to what records to keep, should be tacked on tiie 
inside of the door of every library case. These libraries are a valua- 
ble auxiliary to the cause of education and ought to receive more 
systematic attention. 

TEAOHEBS' ASSOCIATIONS. 

Seven sessions of the Association were held. At the first two 
meetings, in addition to instructions given by County Principals and 
the Superintendent, Miss E. A. Palmer, of the New York College for 
Training Teachers, gave a lesson in Form Study and Drawing ; and 
Prof. D. H. Farley, of the Normal School, in Bookkeeping and 
Penmanship. Afterwards, the following programme was carriea out 
with the exception of the one called for June 6th, which was aban- 
doned on account of the teachers' examination falling on that date : 

Bergen County Teachers' Association. 

sessions for 1891, 

Assembly Booms, Union Street School, Hackensack, 

9:30 A. M. to 1 p. M., 

On the following Saturdays : January 10th, February 7th, March 7th, 

April 4th, May 2d, June 6th. 

executive committee. 

Jno. Terhune, Chairman; George Kintner, Chas. O. Dewey, Ph.D.; Maggie 

Vreeland, Irene M. Bates. 

philosophy of arithmetic. 

Nelson Haas, A.M. (*) Jno. Terhune, Co. Supt. (t) 

I. Utility of Mathematics. Induction and Deduction. Grube Method 

Modified. (♦) 
II. Factoring. Fractions, (t) 

III. Percentage and its Applications, not including the element of time. (*) 

IV. Applications of Percentage, including the element of time. (*) 
V. Ratio and Proportion, (f) 

VI Series and Evolution. (*) 

principles of theory and practice. 

Chas. O. Dewey, Ph.D. 

I. Why we must Study and Apply the Principles of Human Development. 
II. Training the Senses. The I^ew Education. Manual Training. 
III. Principles to'guide in outlining a Course of Study. 
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IV. The Representative Faculty. Attention. Memory. Habit. 
V. The Philoeophy of Discipline. 
VI. The Method of Teaching Morals. 

• 

FORM STUDY AND DRAWING. 

Mrs. M. E. Van Wagonen, Supervisor of Drawing, Public Schools, Kings- 
ton, N. Y., and Prof. H. P. Smith, formerly Supervisor of Drawing, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

I. Form Study. How to Teach. 
II. Construction of Geometrical Figures. 

III. Working Drawings. How to Develop Surface. 

IV. Free Hand Perspective. 
V. Decorative Design. 

VI. Historic Ornament. 

Trustees are cordially invited to attend these meetings. Their presence 
would encourage the Association and stimulate the cause of Education. 
Let your District be represented at every assemblage. 

Ida Kirby. Secretary, JNO. TERHUNE, Prendent. 

The average atteDdanoe for the year was eighty. Adding to this 
Bumber those attendiDg the Saturday lectures at the School of Peda- 
gogy in New York City, we find that over seventy per cent, are in- 
terested in their chosen profession. 

At the meeting of January 10th, I suggested the idea of securing 
State aid toward establishing a library of professional books for the 
use of the teachers. This was unanimously adopted and a oommittee 
appointed to present a suitable bill to the L^islature. Chapter 
LXIX., approved March 8th, with which you are familiar, is the 
result. I quickly raised $105 by subscription, and on April 24th, 
sent you a proper application for the State aid, and am anxiously 
awaiting its arrival. 

ABBOB DAT. 

Much attention ^bb given in preparing for the observance of this 
day. A pamphlet containing seventeen pages of beautiful literature, 
embellished with seven handsome illustrations of trees and flowers 
with appropriate quotations under each, was published. 

The most interesting feature of the programme consisted of responses 
for the United States, New Jersey, Bergen county and sixteen short 
sermons and poems about '' The Beauties of Nature," contributed by 
resident ministers and friends in each township. The above was 
interspersed with recitations, essays, patriotic songs, concert selections 
for primary grades, and descriptions of " The Curious and the Won- 
derful in Nature " by a class of ten pupils. The press universally 
commented upon it as being a unique arrangement throughout, and a 
gem of exercises for the occasion. 

A summary of the reports informs me that sixty-nine of the 
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seventy-foar schools observed the day. The programme was carried 
out in full in 27 districts ; nearly so in 22 ; and partly in 20. Five 
schools were closed on account of sickness and death. In some sec- 
tions of the county scarcely a family was exempt from la grippe, and 
in numerous instances several members were prostrated. This inter- 
fered very much with the attendance as well as the execution of the 
programme. 

'fiiirtyone addresses were delivered, eleven of which were by 
resident ministers and the rest by Trustees, teachers and friends. 
Thirty-seven essays on subjects in keeping with the occasion were 
read by the pupils. One thousand five hundred and sixty-four 
visitors were present, and 124 trees were planted, viz., 96 maple, 
9 elm, 4 spruce, 4 pine, 3 dogwood, 2 lilac, 2 hemlock, 1 ash, 1 
allspice, 1 pear and 1 willow. 

Trees were dedicated as follows : County Superintendent, 12 ; 
Gen. Sherman, 11 ; Longfellow and Lincoln, each 6; Whittier and 
Washington, each 4; Gov. Abbett, 3; Supt. Chapman, Admiral 
Porter, Gen. Grant, H. B. Crosby, Andrew Jackson and Audubon, each 
2; and the remainder to Presidents, ex- Governors, Poets, Generals, 
Statesmen, Trustees, &c. The number of trees reported as growing on 
school property is 1,364, and flower-beds are quite universal. 

An extra edition of the Arbor Day pamphlet had been printed and 
distributed among the teachers to be sold in their respective districts 
at ten cents each, for the benefit of the pedagogical library fund ; 1,671 
copies were disposed of, which after deducting $70 for printing and 
$2.06 for expressage, left $96.06 for that purpose. Thus many who 
were unable to attend had an opportunity to read the exercises at 
home. 

ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS. 

Questions and directions in conformity with the outline of subjects 
for the annual examinations, as printed in my report of 1889, were 
mailed to the teachers on Friday evening. May 22d, and the following 
week was devoted to answering them. 

The reports from the Township Boards entitled 397 pupils to 
rewards in the different grades, to wit : 2, post grade diplomas of the 
first grade ; 28, first grade diplomas ; 34, post grade diplomas of the 
second grade; 78, seeond grade diplomas; 120, post certificates of the 
third grade; 136, certificates of merit. 

I am perfectly satisfied with the gradation of the subjects and see 
DO opening for improvement. 

If I were sure that a uniform class record of recitations could be 
kept by all teachers, I would allow a general average to be made up 
from the three following: Average class record, average attendaDce 
and final examination average. 
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This m^od, I believe, would have a tendency to improve the 
attendance, which in turn would insure a greater number of recita- 
tions. The present system of granting credentials upon a final 
examination alone, as a basis for judging the pupil's knowledge of 
the various branches, makes it possible for an irregular pupil to 
succeed while one seldom absent may fail. 



MISCGELLAJnBOUS. 

f 

The four regular meetings of the Boahl of Examiners for the 
examination of candidates for teachers' certificates were held according 
to law, with the results given in my statistical report 

The examination of candidates for free scholarships at the State 
Agricultural College, was held at the Court House on the date 
designated by law. Two applicants were present and their records 
were duly forwarded to you. 

A competitive examination to fill a vacancy from this Congressional 
district, in the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, was held 
at Paterson, under the direction of Congressman Cadmus. The honor 
was again awarded to District No. 32 of Bergen county. This famous 
school was represented in the contest by two pupils from its graduat- 
ing class. Kenneth M. Bennett carried off the prize, while Eugene 
B^ert, the other member, stood third on the list. This school, over 
which Prof. Haas has presided the past twenty years, has recently been 
placed on the " Approved List '' by the State Normal. 

The Township Boards of Trustees were visited in August. Aocounts 
were examined and other information given. The annual report 
for the District Clerks is not sufficiently classified to contain receipts 
and expenditures. At present the Clerks are compelled to resort to 
several interlineations, in order to make their accounts understood, and 
this practice causes the report to have a mutilated appearance. 

No institute was held this year, owing to a misunderstanding. My 
usual week arranged for at a meeting of the County Superintendents, 
September 4th, 1890, was by mistake given to Middlesex. It was not 
lamented, however, as they are not considered profitable by many 
Trustees. The closing of the schools for this purpose, together with 
the frequent holidays, all of which occur during that period of the 
year when the larger pupils in rural districts can be spared from service 
at home, is openly criticised and condemned. 

The appropriation is insufficient and might more profitably be 
donated to each county, for the accumulation of a professional library. 
This library with a pn^ressive County Association, the attendance at 
which should be compulsory, in connection with a State Association, 
does seem to make an institute a superfluity, and an unnecessary 
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encroachment upon the limited number of school days* This is the 
view that many take of it. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my high appreciation of the present 
management of our State Normal School. During the past year, I 
placed twenty graduates in the county that had* just finished the course. 
Many of these had no experience, other than that received in the 
training class. Some of these youug teachers were placed in charge 
of rural schools, enrolling from fifty to ninety pupils and they were 
carefully watched from every standpoint. They classified and dis- 
ciplined to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, and with but one 
exception all were unanimously re-engaged. Such universal success 
was not anticipated, and must be attributed to the careful preparation 
in the science and art of education received at Trenton. They have 
been very regular attendants at the Teachers' Association, and mani- 
fested much mterest in its welfare. Sixteen more of them have been 
added for the coming year to the corps in Bergen. 



BURLINGTON COUNTY. 



Edgab Haas, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

Sib — Herewith I most respectfully submit my sixteenth annual 
report of the condition of the public schools of Burlington county, 
for the year ending August 31st, 1891. 

The finances for the coming year are as follows : 

Amount of interest from the surplus revenue $4,363 92 

Amount of interest from the surplus revenue for the 
Batsto portion of Pleasant Mills district of Atlantic 
county, containing 21 children , 6 02 

2 
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Amount of interest from the surplus revenue for Little 
Egg Harbor township of Ooean county, containing 
516 children 147 89 

Amount from State appropriation of $100,000 3,703 91 

Amount of State appropriation of $100,000 for Little 
Egg Harbor township of Ocean county, containing 
516 chUdren 125 70 

Amount apportioned out of the reserve fund, by the 

State Board of Education 7,512 02 

Amount apportioned out of the reserve fund, by the State 
Board of Education, for Little Egg Harbor town- 
ship of Ocean county, containing 516 children 254 92 

Amount reserved by the county, being ninety per cent, of 

the State school tax 67,608 16 

Amount reserved l:)y the county out of the ninety per 
cent, of the State school tax, for Little Egg Harbor 
township of Ocean county, containing 516 children.. 2,167 60 

Total amount apportioned among all the districts of the 
county, including those of Little Egg Harbor town- 
ship of Ocean county, containing 516 children 83,188 00 

Total amount apportioned among all the districts of Little 
Egg Harbor township of Ocean county, containing 
516 children 2,696 11 

Amount apportioned to each child from the surplus 

revenue 28661 

Amount apportioned to each child from the State appro- 
priation of $100,000 243598 

Amount apportioned to each child from the reserve fund 

of ten per cent, of the State school tax ,49405 

Total amount apportioned to each child in those districts 

that have more than 73 children $5.086358 

Amount of district school tax voted to be used for the 

payment of teachers' salaries 4,025 00 

Amount of district school tax voted to be used for build- 
ing, purchasing, hiring, repairing or furnishing public 
school-houses 12,422 79 

Balance in the hands of the Township Collectors, to be 
used for building and repairing public school-houses, 
&c.. 6,766 96 

Balance in the hands of the Township Collectors, exclusive 

of moneys for building and repairing purposes 13,671 74 

Total amount for teachers' salaries, fuel and incidentals... 100,884 74 

Total amount for building and repairing public school- 
houses, &c 19,189 75 

Total amount for all school purposes, including the 
$2,696.11 apportioned to Little Egg Harbor town- 
ship of Ocean county 120,074 49 
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Number of districts that must receive $276 16 

Number of districts that must receive $376 48 

l^umber of children in the county, including the 616 of 
Little Effg Harbor township of Ocean county, accord- 
ing to uie school census of 1890, upon which the 
apportionment above was made 16,206 

For the year ending August Slst, 1891, we have — 

The average monthly salary for male teachers $66 69 

The average monthly salary for female teachers 39 96 

The value of public school property in the county 252,300 00 

The school census for the year ending August 31st, 1891, 14,666 

The number of children enrolled in the school raster.... 9,877 
Average number of children in attendance upon school 

during the year. 6,186 

Estimated number of children attending private school... 1,370 

Estimated number of children who attended no school.... 2,306 
Number of children the school-houses of the county will 

seat 11,224 

Number of male teachers in the county 43 

Number of female teachers in the county ' 152 

Average number of months the schools were kept open 

during the year 9.2 

l^umber of school visits made by the County Superin- 
tendent during the year 386 

Number of meetings of the Teachers' Association held 

during the year 10 

NTumber of students sent to the State Collie 1 

From the statement above it is seen that the average time for 
"which the schools were kept open during the year, is 9.2 months, 
which is but two-tenths of a month, or four days, over the time 
required by the law, and seemingly all that is demanded ; but when 
we come to the actual facts, we find that there is a number of schools 
that do not come up to the full time ; it is something to be deplored, 
yet we cannot hdp it. In many of the districte, and especiaUy in 
those in the vicinity of places abounding in light labor, such as berry- 

f>ickine, farm chores, <&c., the children are sent out to earn what 
ittle they can to aid in the maintenance of the family. By reason 
of this there is not a sufficient number of children remaining in the 
school to warrant the employment of a teacher during this time of 
light labor. While the Trustees fed that they are not meeting the 
^demands of the law respecting the time that the schools are to be 
kept open during the year, they yet believe that it would be wrong 
and a waste of money to continue the teacher in the school with but a 
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half-dozen children. Now, since it is no intention or fault on the 
part of the Trustees to wroog the district in the way of school 
privileges, we would here say that it would be wrong on the part of 
the County Superintendent to impose the penalties prescribed by lawr 
For years this nas been our view of the matter, and the reason why 
the penalty has not been imposed. We know ihat every law has its 
exception, and that man that cannot exercise proper discretion in the 
matter, is unworthy of the responsible charge of the supervision of 
schools that have perhaps more varied attending circumstances than 
any other charge on the face of the globe. 

The following-named districts, with .their respective times, are the 
ones that, with a general average of time of 7.6 months, have kept 
down the general average for the county : 

New Albany District, No. 21, kept its school open for 8.2 months;. 
Sykesville, No. 44, for 8 months ; New Hanover, No. 54, for 6.5- 
months ; Magnolia, No. 59, for 8.8 months ; Chairville, No. 88, for 
8.5 months; Oak Grove, No. 89, for 8 months ; Free Soil, No. 91,. 
for 8.3 months ; Atsion, No. 94, for 7 months ; Jones' Mill, No. 95,. 
for 8 months ; Mount Relief, No. 97, for 5 months ; Crowleytown, 
No. 98, for 8 months ; Bridgeport, No. 100, for 8.3 months ; Lower 
Bank, No. 101, for 8.3 months ; Washington, No. 103, for 7 months;: 
Harrisville, No. 104, for 5.5 months. 

As usual, we held examinations for teachers' certificates and for 
scholarships to the State College at the regular specified times. The 
one for scholarships, happening at the same time with one for 
teachers' certificates, had to be conducted by the County Superin- 
tendent alone, and, in consequence, special help had to be employed 
to aid my regular examiners, Mr. and Miss Watts, in conducting the 
large one for teachers' certificates, when the studies ranged in number 
from seven to fifteen. 

And here we would say that the pay to the examiners for their 
services upon r^ular occasions is unjustly too little. On an average 
there are about fifty applicants in attendance upon examination, and' 
when it is considerea that each and every one ofthem must put his 
examination in writing, it is not to be wondered at when we see their 
result piled up in foolscap by the ream. For such an amount of 
work any lawyer would cnarge at least ten times the sum the exam- 
iners now receive, and any Presiding Judge in adjudication would 
justify the demand. Then why the paltry sum for the examiners f 
Merely because they submit to it without a word. Were they, at the 
instance of the officers at fountain head appreciating their labors, to- 
arise in their might and demand their worUiy constituents in the hall» 
of legislation to right the wrong, the thing would be done. 

The foUowiog are the results of the examinations for the year i 
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NUMBEB OF CEBTIFICATES GBANTED. 

First grade to males 2 

First grade to females 9 

Seoond grade to males 3 

43econd grade to females 26 

Third grade to males 16 

Third grade to females 62 

Total 117 



NUMBEB OF APPLICANTS BEJECTED. 

Males in all erades 17 

Females in all grades 62 

Total 79 

The number rejected is forty and three-tenths per cent, of the 
number of applicants. 

The districts that obtained library aid during the year are Nos. 22, 
52, 52 and 82. 

The reports of the school libraries are very unsatisfactory. There 
is no doubt that this arises from the fact that there is no par- 
ticular person designated by law as librarian. If the teacher were 
made such and were required to keep a book in which to enter from 
time to time all moneys received and disbursed, apparatus procured, 
4)ooks bought, loaned and read, there would be little or no trouble 
for him to make out his report to the County Superintendent, pro- 
vided the library year ended with the school year, and that no money 
or library aid could be had during the months of July and August, 
when the librarian was away from school on his vacation. The book 
thus kept should be the property of the district and handed down 
from successor to successor, as the change of teacher or librarian 
should require. 

Smithville District, No. 36, is about building a new house to super- 
sede the one now belonging to H. B. Smithes estate. No report of 
progress has yet been made, but I presume the house will be ready 
for occupancy by the first of November next. 

Willow Grove and Old Springfield Districts, Nos. 38 and 39, have 
very poor school-houses. They being situated very near to each 
other, there could be no difficulty in combining them, when they 
•could build one school-house adapted to two teachers, and thus have 
in some d^ree a graded school. Notwithstanding the advantage 
thus to be gained, there is quite an opposition to the idea. 
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Easton District, No. 72, voted $860 to be used in the oonstructioD 
of a new house. When it will be built we cannot just say, as there 
has as yet been no report of progress. 

Milford District, No. 84, is also about putting up a new small 
building for the colored children. The cost will be aoout $400. 

The new district, Mount Relief, No. 97, put up a new small house. 
Under the judicious management of the District Clerk, Charles H. 
Pittman, always liberally-minded toward school privilegeSi the actual 
cost to the district was not more than $150. It was a muoh-needed 
district to accommodate the few children whose distances from the 
nearest school was about five or six miles. 

Another new district, Friendship, No. 102, was created in an 
isolated portion of Randolph township, to meet the wants of some 
fifteen or twenbr children without the reach of any school privileges 
or facilities. The school mil be held in a private house in me setUe- 
ment. 

Arbor Day was observed in almost every school in the ooonty. 
Seventy-one of them sent in very gratifying reports and they all gave 
evidence of much interest and enthusiasm. The programme of the 
exercises was prepared by the County Superintendent and supple- 
mented by the teachers. It afforded instruction and amusement 
throughout the day. 

Meetings of the Township Boards of Trustees were held as usual 
for the transaction of particular business, such as the settlement of 
accounts, changing boundary lines of districts, &c. But I r^ret to 
say that there is not the interest in these meetings that there should 
be. We seldom have more than the District Clerks present. From 
this fact, business of a general nature must be postponed to some 
special meeting. 

The Teachers' Institute was held in union with that of Mercer 
county in the hall of the Normal School building, at Trenton, on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the 19th, 20th and 21st days of 
November. All the teachers, with the exception of a few that were 
sick, were present. 

Our Teachers' Association is still as strong and vigorous as ever in 
its efforts to eain from month to months for its members that which 
will enable them to become strong, earnest and enthusiastio in their 
endeavors to lead their children on and up through the intricate mazes 
of high, consecutive, continuous thought. The teaching, lecturing 
and discussion were all done by the members high up in the profiBS- 
sion of teaching. Among other subjects was that of acoustics, oy the 
County Superintendent, as brought to bear upon the scientific treat- 
ment of music. After the sul^ect was thoroughly discass«l| ^ 
members copied in synopsis the eight equations showing the progres- 
sion of transposition from key to key, the relation of the major to the 
minor scale in all its transpositions, forms and progressions. Onoe 
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having the knowledge of the construction of these equations, a mere 
gluice at the table of these equations is all-sufficient to determine the 
scale and key for the practice of the art. Next year we propose to 
practice the irt in the way of vocality, when we expect that most of 
the members will be able to teach it in their schools. 

There is one thing of which I wish to speak, and that is the putting 
of a teacher that can just pass the third grade examination, into our 
rural schools where there are all erades of scholarship to be met. 
After a short time, the thoroughly-advanced, honest, ambitious student 
while striving with the teacher to do the best he can in his studies, 
finds that his efforts are worse than useless, from the fact that the 
direction of the instruction he receives is just the reverse of what it 
should be. He becomes discouraged ana disgusted, and leaves the 
school declaring that the teacher is unfit for the position. Being poor 
and not able to go elsewhere for instruction, he is compelled to give 
up his ambitious aims, and to be satisfied with his present attainments. 
Tne result of this is that the school dwindles down to the lowest 
grade, and finaUy the community suffers firom a dearth of educational 
talent. These rural districts pay their tax, and for it expect to have 
properly-qualified teachers to take charge of their children, but bein^ 
disappointed firom year to year, they give up and fall into a general 
apathy concerning the welrare of their schools. The great trouble is 
there is too much being done to-day to belittle the course of study. 
In evidence of which note the efforts at authorship to meet the de- 
mand. Every tyro wishing to display his talents launches out into 
the shallows of spelling, reading, language lessons, arithmetic, &c. 
As a consequence our markets are flooded with the trash, and the 
schools, at the instance of the teachers liking the mushroom delicacy, 
suffer of gluttony. Fifty years ago there was more real interest in 
the rural school than at present, and all because of the qualification 
of the teacher. Where is the rural school of to day, in which are 
the higher subjects, then taught, such as Latin, higher algebra, trigo- 
nometi^, surveying, astronomy, &c. ? Echo answers " where ? " The 
truth of the matter is, in it there is scarcely taught elementary alge- 
bra, mensuration, natural philosophy and bookkeeping, so essential to 
every boy^s education. The only remedy for the wrong is to require 
the teacher to pass an examination commensurate with the studies 
that he is expected to teach, whatever grade his certificate may be 
styled. If it is to be the third grade, then let the studies of it be 
raised in number and degree to meet the demand. When this should 
take place, the teacher would be sufficiently well instructed to classify 
his sdiool to the best interests of all. He would also know what 
studies should receive the attention for practical utility and what that 
for general culture. And knowing this he would soon be able to dis- 
tinguish the important from the unimportant, in all school studies, 
for it is not to be denied that there is in every text-book, however 
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good, much that is not immediately applicable to good and permanent 
])rogress, and that should be thrown aside for that which is of lasting 
value to the student ; and also to determine the manner in which each 
kind should be studied — which ones should be particularly memorized 
in detail for ezpertness, and which should be generaUy abstracted as 
a whole for profound thought and generalization. A real, live, ener- 
getic, well-qualified teacher would enthuse every pupil of every grade 
in his school, and in the course of a short time, through the progress 
made by his children or students, he would so arouse tibe parents from 
.their apathy, that with one accord they would do his utmost bidding 
in the way of school buildings, apparatus and appliances. In a word, 
we may say that intellectually as is the teacher so is the school and 
the community. 



CAMDEN COUNTY. 



Charles S. Albertson, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent of Public Instruction: 

Sir — I have the honor to submit my annual report of the condition 
of the public schools of Camden county, for the year ending August 
3i8t, 1891. 

I believe that during the year, the schools of the county have been 
conducted successfully and profitably. 

I find an increasing interest in public education, manifested by all 
classes in the comunity. This is shown by the exciting "Annual 
Meetings,'^ and the large attendance at the commencement exercises 
and other entertainments in the various schools, as well as in many 
other ways. 

The management of the schools in most instances has been broad 
and liberal, but not extravagant. The parsimony which characterized 
much of the school management in the past, seems to have almost 
entirely disappeared. The schools are now managed on business 
principles, and a liberal price is paid for a good article. This applies 
to the engagement of teachers as well as to other things. 
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The sdiool property in the coonty is in good condition and is 
increasing in value and extent. 

Two new sdiool-houses have been completed and the third is in 
<x>ar8e of erection. 

In District No. 12 a fine modern brick building with four class- 
rooms, a very complete system of heating and ventilation and fine 
appointments of every kind, has been completed and is now occupied. 
The cost of the building was ten thousand dollars, and it reflects 
-credit upon the Board of Trustees and the borough of Haddonfield. 

A eood school building has been erected in District No. 4. This 
'Contains two class-rooms and has a seating capacity of one hundred. 
It is a very creditable building and cost about two thousand dollars. 

There have been some slight changes in district lines and one new 
•district has been formed. 

The building now in course of arection in the new district (Newton, 
No. 47), as well as the lot, was donated by a few public-spirited 
•citizens. 

I have visited all the schools in the county, as prescribed by law, 
and have found the work done in most of the schools to be very 
satisfactory^ 

In many of the schools in which the work done was not so good, 
radical changes have been made, which I think will act for their 
improvement. 

In our country sdiools our greatest difficulty is irr^ular attendance. 

The teachers' examinations have been held regularfy and forty-four 
•certificates have been granted. 

I believe that many of our teachers have a high appreciation of 
their profession and consider it worthy of their life work and not 
merely a stepping-stone to something better. 

R^ular meetings of our Teachers' Association have been held and 
have been well attended by our teachers. At each of the meetings 
the teadiers have been entertained and instructed by educators of 
acknowledged ability. 

We have held the annual examination of the pupils of the county 
and a number of deplomas and certificates have been granted. 

Our Teachers' Institute was held at Atlantic City in connection 
with Atlantic, Salem and Gloucester counties. The institute was ad- 
•dressed by several distinguished educators and much was learned by 
the teachers that will be of use to them in their school work. 

Much interesting and valuable information is contained in my 
accompanying statistical reports. 

In condusion, I cannot refrain from referring to the pleasant rela- 
tions that have existed between the school officers and teachers and 
myselE This has made my first year as Superintendent a very 
pleasant one. 
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CAPE MAY COUNTY. 



Vincent O. Milleb, Sitpebintendent. 



To E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

In submitting my annual report of the public schools of Cape May 
county, I am able to state that satisfactory work has been done in 
most of our schools. With a few exceptions, I have visited each 
school twice during the year. My observations on these visits, and 
the results of the annual examination of pupils, held in March, show 
that fair progress has been made. 

It is a matter of regret that many of our Trustees do not show more 
public spirit in visiting the schools under their direction, some of 
them holding a traste^lip a full term of three years without paying 
a visit. This lack of interest too often induces a lack of interest on 
the part of the teacher. Our best schools are those in which most 
interest is shown by the Trustees. 

By act of the last L^islature, Belle Plain, District No. 57, of 
Cumberland county, was added to Cape May. Our county thus 
regains a small norHon of the territory lo^to it by former legiiatioD. 

The tax muddle at Cape May Point closed the public school at 
that place for four months, and delayed the distribution of State 
school moneys in other districts of the county. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



Charles G. Hampton, Supebintendent. 



To Hon, E. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent of Pvhlio Instruction. 

Sib — I have the honor to herewith submit my annaal reports of 
the apportionment of public school moneys and the condition of public 
schools of Cumberland county for the school year ending August 
31st, 1891. 

The schools of the county have made gratifying progress durine 
the year, and no difficulty of a special or serious nature has occurred 
in connc^on with them. No teacher or Trustee has died during the 
year, nor have I knowledge of any deaths among the pupils during^ 
this time. No serious breach of contract between teachers and 
Trustees has occurred, thoueh a change of teachers has taken place 
in two schools daring term gme, but if both instances with the matnal 
consent of both teachers and Trustees. There was one instance, how- 
ever, in which the Trustees of a country school refused to release from 
her contract a teacher who had accepted a position in a city school. 
The teacher, bound only by a verbal and rather indefinite contract, 
cheerfully acknowledged her obligations to the Trustees and remained 
until the close of her school. 

I mention these facts to show the mutually pleasant relations- 
existing between teachers and Trustees, without which the schools 
could not make the rapid advance in good, solid work which marks 
their progress. 

The attendance of pupils has been greater than that of previous- 
years, while the percentage of promptness and regularity of attend- 
ance, owing in a measure to the absence of any infectious or contagious 
disease, has been much greater than usual. 

One district in the county is very large and but sparsely settled, 
some of the children being quite five miles from the school-house,, 
while few are near enough to attend with any d^ee of regularity, 
yet the public sentiment in this district with reference to public 
schools in healthful and progressive. 
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Another district, owiiie to the fact that there is no material growth 
or prosperity within its limits, thus compelling the children on arriv- 
ItiK at tlic aee of manhood and womanhood to seek employment and 
Ihiiiios elsewnere, is reduced to a school population of sixteen children. 

With the exception of these two districts, there is a fair increase in 
{\\P numl)er of pupils and interest in public schools in all parts of 
iiifj (lounty. 

Prolmbly the greatest difficulty the ungraded schools incur is the 
nlinoMt yearly change of teachers, arising mainly from the very lauda- 
lfl() {\mre on the part of ambitious teachers to secure an increase of 
Hivlnry and a graded school. 

it 1m much to be regretted that the sparseness of the population in 
ih«* outlying districts of the county, prevents adjacent districts from 
(mmt)lniDfl; and forming graded schools, in the interests of both teachers 
MU\ pupiCi, but such is the present condition of the districts, and the 
|mopi<) can only make the best of the circumstances, which in course 
m(' Mme will doubtless improve. 

t append a few statistics : 

Number of children in county 11,730 

Number enrolled in school rasters 9,367 

Average daily attendance. 6,882 

Amount expended for the support of schools.. $94,628 

Number of male teachers employed 33 

Number of female teachers employed 150 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 



Charles M, Davis, Superintendent. 



7b Hon. Edwin 0, Chapman, State Superintendent: 

In obedience to law. I have the honor of making the following re- 
iiort for the schools of Essex county during the year ending Angust 
aUt, 1891. 
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The public schools of Newark are under the superintendence of 
Wm. N. Barringer^ Ph.D. ; those of Orange under Usher W. Cutts, 
A.M., while this report concerns those of the eleven townships in the 
county. 

Twenty-three years ago there were forty-two (42^ districts, which 
have been reduced to thirty-five (36), three having oeen annexed to 
Newark and others consolidated. Notwithstanding this annexation,, 
the growth of the townships has been so marvelous and the interest 
of the citizens so great that the public schools of the townships have 
increased many fold in many ways, as will be seen from the following, 
statements : 

1868. 1891. 

On census roll 7,656 13,662 

On school register 4,652 8,723 

Average attendance 2,670 6,216 

Number of buildings 42 47 

Value of property $108,750 $707,300 

Number of male teachers 27 29 

Number of female teachers 49 177 

Average salary, male $55 75 $119 64 

Average salary, female 33 27 45 61 

Buildings — Very good 4 38 

Good 7 6 

Medium.. 12 1 

Poor 9 1 

Very poor 10 1 

Total 42 47 

Only four buildings remain as they were in 1868, and some repairs 
have been made to these. The one marked very poor is in a district 
that has been annexed to another, the citizens of which are ready to 
build a good house as soon as a suitable location can be obtained. 

The larger part of the county lies behind the range of hills called 
^^The Orange Mountains,^' access to which is not easy. With the 
exception oi the village of Caldwell, which is rapidly growing and 
whose public school has attained a very high degree of excellence, the 
population of this section is very little, if at all, greater than in 1868 *y 
in some districts it is less. But east of these hiUs the townships are 
becoming thickly settled, and there are in them several schools, the 
superior to which it will be difficult to find anywhere, whether in^ 
town or city. The general character of all these schools is high, and 
their influence is felt in the country districts, where the qualifications- 
of the teachers are much better than formerly. 
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The influence of the Coonty Normal Class, which extended through 
the year, has been felt for good in all the districts. Eighty teachers 
attended regularly and carried into their schools the results obtained 
from the instructions of the able conductors. 

Where there is such general excellence it might seem invidious to 
mention any by name; and yet some of the sdiools so far take the 
lead of others that it is well to give them particular attention. First 
of all stand the public schools of Montclur and East Orange, in the 
character and furniture of their buildings, the high qualifications of 
their teachers, and the excellent training in natural history, natural 
science and manual work which they furnish to their pupils. These 
schools and that in Bloomfield prepare scholars for entrance to the 
highest colleges in the land. Connected with the Montclair school 
is a shop for industrial work in wood and iron. There are five lathes 
operated by a steam engine, which, under able instructors^ the pupils 
are taught to use. The girls are taueht various kinds of needlework, 
and a lell-furnished kftchen gives^them an opportunity to learn' 
cooking. The South Orange school has made commendable progress 
in form-study, drawing and industrial work. Other schools are 
beginning to follow these examples. 

East Orange has put up a High School building at a cost of 
about $115,000, and the citizens of Montclair have authorized 
their Trustees to erect one which, no doubt, will rival that of their 
neighbor. 

It must not be inferred from these commendations that High School 
work is the great and distinguished work of the public school. On 
the contrary, the attention given to the primary and grammar classes 
should be the most emphatic. And indeed it is just in these classes 
that, in the schools mentioned, as well as in the great majority of 
the others, the ablest teachers are employed and the greatest success 
obtained. There is great advance along all the lines in all the schools. 
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 



James Gallaheb^ Superintendent. 



To Hon. E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report of the schools of 
Gloucester County. 

Owing to a protracted strike in the large glass manufacturing 
center there was a falling off in the school census of one hundred and 
seventy-seven as compared with the previous year. 



SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Two new school buildings were erected during the year^ one at 
Janvier District^ No. 40, and the other at Westville District^ No. 61. 
In many other places repairs and additions have been made. Modern 
desks are in every school-room but one in the county. Many are 
putting in slating for blackboards, so that in a short time nearly all 
of the school-rooms will be furnished with them. 



SCHOOLS. 

The schools throughout the county were well attended during the 
year. Night schools were held in Woodbury, Glassboro, Clayton and 
Williamstown. I visited several of these schools during the winter 
and found them doing excellent work, and some of them compared 
favorably with the b^t day schools in the county. Private schools 
do not prosper in this county, and I know of no other way of 
accounting for it than on account of the high state of efficiency of our 
public schools. 

There is a general desire among the teachers to rise in their call- 
ing by fitting themselves for higher grade certificates. Twenty-five 
teachers held State certificates, and among them were seven first grade 
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State. Of the one hundred and five county oertificateB, there were 
fifteen first^ thirty-five second and fifty-five third grade. 

Commencement exercises are on the increase, and in a short time 
nearly all the schools will hold them. The usual county examina- 
•tions were held throughout the county, and fcnrty-five graduated in 
the elementary course and two in the advanced course. 

The examinations of candidates for teachers' certificates were held 
in Woodbury at the time appointed by law. Sixty third grade, nine 
second grade and four first ^rade certificates were granted and four 
first grade certificates renewed. Sixty- five were refused certificates^ 
either for not getting the required averages or on account of age. 

Arbor Day was generally observed throughout the county by 
plfmting trees, and ouier appropriate exercises. 

A Union Institute of Atlantic, Camden, Salem and Gloucester 
counties was held at Atlantic City the last of October. There is no 
doubt but that the teachers were ereatly benefited while there, as the 
corps of instractors was aoosnaUy gooi. ■ 

Great interest is taken in our county associations, which are held 
four times a year at Woodbury. We employ the best talent that 
can be securea to instruct and inspire the teachers. Many of the 
teachers never miss attending these associations, and all are unanimous 
in saying that they have been more benefited and inspired in their 
work by these meetings than in any other way. I am much indebted 
to Mr. Milligan, my predecessor, for his kind assistance and timely 
suggestions. 



HUDSON COUNTY. 



George C. Houghton, Superintendent. 



To E. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

Sir — I herewith hand you my sixth annual report of the schools 
of Hudson county. 

^ Within the year many changes have taken place in the several 
districts of the county. We have lost some excellent teachers and 
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have gained a large Bumber of thoee for whose appointment the 
county will be justly entitled to be congratulated. 

I am sorry to lose the valuable services of Mr. H. S. Philips, who 
was for many years Principal of the school at BulFs Ferry, where 
his excellent work was manifest in a marked degree. His successor, 
Mr. Joel Horton, is, however, a progressive man, and the school 
curriculum under him will not be allowed to deteriorate. 

Mr. John F. Ogden, who resigned his position as Principal of the 
school in West New York, was a very successful teacher. His position 
was a very difficult one. He had an ungraded school in a district 
where there had been dissensions between a large number of the 
residents and the Trustees; and for lack of sufficient funds the school 
had been closed for some time. His successor, a young man of 
promise, testifies to the faithful work of Mr. Ogden. The harmony 
now existing in the district, and the yielding of the Trustees to mv 
request that they should engage an additional teacher, have made this 
former much-distressed school a more successful one than hitherto. 

In the consolidated district No. 3, New Durham, there are now 
four schools, and the new Principals, Messrs. Wilcox, Boberson and 
Murphy, have shown considerable ability in advancing the standard 
of public instruction in that district. Mr. £oberson succeeds a very 
successful teacher. Miss Clara Winkelman ; Mr. Wilcox found little 
to encourage him when he began his work, but has greatly improved 
the course of study and methods ; Mr. Murphy will have charge of 
the new school building; he is engaged in another part of the dis- 
trict at the present time. 

There are now but two schools in the county ungraded. The 
^^ Furnace School" (in the Second District) is so situated that proba- 
bly there will never be required the services of more than one 
teacher, and it is a hard battle-ground. But the school in old dis- 
trict No. 4 (now consolidated with No. 3) will soon require a second 
teacher. All the other schools in the county where there was formerly 
but one teacher have this year received an additional one, and the 
satisfactory results are far beyond anything that the Trustees could 
bdieve possible. 

In Guttenberg a large addition to the school building has been 
erected, and in four of the other districts new school-houses have 
been built. 

Hoboken has added to its accommodations for public instruction 
one of the finest school buildings in the State. The architects, 
Messrs. Beyer & McCann, have certainly studied to some purpose the 
requirements of a school, and the city authorities have been liberal in 
their expenditures for the necessities of education. 

In West New York a very suitable school-house has been built, 
and one that will accommodate even this growing population for the 
next decade, 

3 
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In New Durham a fine building is nearine completion and will 
demonstrate^ I believe, the wisdom of consolidating Districts Nob. 3 
and 4, and placing a school- house in such a position that the children 
of that neighborhood will not be obliged to travel two miles over 
very muddy roads to attend school. 

In Kearny a High School has been built, and this action on the 
part of the Board of Education will undoubtedly raise the standard 
of instruction in this district. The newly-appointed Superintend^^, 
Mr. John Keynton, is rapidly bringing about the uniformity which 
was so greatly needed in this part of the county. 

I regret that I cannot report a new school-house or an addition to 
the old one in Harrison. I am sure that I have not failed in my 
duty, either in urging the Board to build or in reporting to you the 
needs, year by year. It has seemed to me that the forty-first section 
of the School law requires an '' ample " building when it demands a 
^^ suitable" building, and under that construction, the Harrison 
school-house is not '^suitable" for the requirements of the district. 

In Bayonne the school work is improving, as was to be expected, 
under the admirable management of the new Superintendent, Mr. 
Davis, who for many years was the Superintendent of Essex county. 
The Academic Department of Bayonne is most successfully carried on 
by Miss Thomas, and I am justified in saying that in no city of this 
county or State is the ^'High School'^ Department in more able hands 
than in Bayonne. It is a pity that more ample accommodations are 
not provided. More than a score of pupils who desire to come under 
the instructions of Miss Thomas' progressive methods have been un- 
able to obtain admission. Some of the boys who have been prepared 
by Miss Thomas have entered, with credit, Rutgers Collie, and 
others are preparing to enter next fall. My visits to this depart- 
ment have always made very favorable impressions upon me, and I 
hope that the Board will give Miss Thomas additional facilities in the 
new year. 

Manual training is every year making greater headway in the 
county, and in the fall of 1892 I expect two more districts to adopt 
at least some of the departments of industrial education. W^ 
Hoboken continues its work in a somewhat limited way, and the 
Town of Union is yearly advancing in all the industrial branches that 
have been adopted so very successfully by Mr. Ortel thoroughout his 
excellent school. 

In Hoboken their very limited resources hamper them greatly, and 
the inadequate space that is at present possible for them to give to the 
wood-working is embarrassing to the full efficiency of this depart- 
ment. Inde^, it is only just to their excellent corps of teachers that 
it should be said that the necessity has developed during the pust two 
years for a suitable manual training college building in Hoboken, one 
in which each department should have ample space for all its require- 
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fflents^ independent of all other branches. They are occupying four 
fairly large rooms in the building known as the ^^ Martha Institute/' 
The situation of the building is a good one^ because it is in about the 
•center of the city and as convenient of access from the schools of the 
northern as from the schools in the southern part of Hoboken, but 
the building itself is old^ indifferently constructed and poorly ven- 
tilated. If they should occupy all the room really needed for their 
work, including their sewing department, which is now carried on in 
the public school buildings, the rent alone would equal the interest on 
^30,000. How to obtain a suitable manual training college building 
is now a problem which must soon be solved in this rapidly-growing 
<5ity. 

The Manual Training Board report this year as follows : 

" We have now five teachers and an assistant. The wood-carving 
and day-modeling have heretofore been in one department and taught 
by one instructor, but in September these branches were made separate 
departments, and an assistant was given to the newly-appointed 
modeling teacher. By this means, and by increasing the duties of the 
49ewing teacher, several additional classes in the public schools have 
been allowed the benefit of manual training. 

^^ To fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of the instructor in 
wood-working, Mr. Healy, who accepted a similar position in the 
Trenton Model School, the Board appointed Mr. J. S. Bloomer, 
whose work forestalls any retrogression in this branch of manual 
training. 

^^ Provision has been made for occassional visits to other industrial 
institutions, the Board recognizing the benefits that will be derived 
from these very practical ^ tours of inspection.' 

" From the annual reports of the teachers we quote portions (given 
below) which bear upon that part of our training which is of general 
interest.'' 

WOOD-CABVING AND CLAY-MODELING — MISS JEAKNETTE PALEN. 

^^ The result of the past year's work in this department, so far as 
we can see, has been of value, not alone in the training of the eye and 
hand, but in the development of the mind of the child, who comes 
without any idea of form, or thought of the beautiful around him. 

"By the use of the type forms, sphere, cube, &c., he learns to 
think of the form, and to compare it with natural objects. 

''This trains his eye, while with his mind he directs his hand, and 
in that way thought is developed, which is one of the chief objects of 
our instruction, and inculcates orderly and quiet habits, to develop 
industry and perseverance, and, above all, a love for work of all 
kinds. 
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• 

" It iH thiR development of interest in the carving or modeling, and 
love for the work, tnat changes, in many cases, boys who come into 
the nlam l)oiHterous and thoroughly disorderly, into quiet, persevering 
* Wi>rkmen.' They learn that they can do something of comparative 
UHefulneHH witli their own hands, for which they are personally 
re8{>ousible, and that success does not depend upon doing many things, 
but uiK>n doing everything as carefully and thoroughly as possiUe, 
and only he who observes the small things and uses his eyes to see all 
that there is to Ih> seen around him, can become a valuable workman. 

** To learn what profit a boy has derived from his study a piece of 
olay 18 given him and his imagination and memory are idlowed free 
^HH>lH>« Some will model a yacht, full-rigged, while others develop 
muue otht>r model that pleases their fancy. 

** The lutereHt in the carving has been carried into many homes 
where tool^ have been provid^ for the boys, and all of the spare 
honrst utiliieil by carving when out of school. 

^' Many euix^uraging words came from educators who visited oar 
exhibitiim, in May, in respect to the real progress made in the work. 

*^ The changes that have been made by the fitting and arranging in 
a thixnnigh manner a new room for carving, as well as remod^g 
with new l^Miohe^ the olvl room for modeling, add much to the fiudlity 
aiH) luiefulu^w i>f the department/* 



IH>MISJTIC Kv\>NOMY — MKS E. HUGEB. 



'^ Th^ j^HMral attendance during the year has been better than here- 
tvvtv^w^ ami the wwk d^>«e bv all of tlw classes excelled that of pre- 
vious vt»ats« due uuK'h tv> the t^t that many of the girls had profited 
by havu^K ha^l vJder sjosi^r^ in the cldfe««es chat preceded them, thereby 
uu^deutaUy ^owtu^ a pr^ccivul r«^It ox' our instnictron. 

'* l^c vvurse w arniu«i:e\l iu :4iich uianner *? to coltivate judgment 
iu the v^wAlitv v*i' tht^ ittAtertiIss iu onier ^? be able to select the best. 
Though th<^ varWt.v tv Uuiiuxi and :he ^'jumcity small, good quality 
oi ttMfciciial U the ftrst priav'iple ot a:!i'jsiry economy. 

'* XW^'' the t»iwc K*«^r aavi tb^ hour? such *? to permit of little 
e\|Hr\)uioiMt (o the utark.x:t :u ^tectiu^ toe supplies^ the time could be 
\m«kI \etv pjx'ittablv. auv! yec our ^teacMMUtrts ^^opply this demand 
tk(vl>' >Mvtl. 

'*AtW tlw vwkiu^ v^i wacw !W-ow^ tiw !e»oie of the effect of 
b^M u(\ujk iiH'ai aiKt HC:u\^y ^voe!s thctt <oups^ sGews and several 
v^riv^ieH oi tH\W aikI b*B<*ui5* dirv aaavte ?v ^he ohildreii. 

*• ^"Auv juiwj^lv v»he*wN"*I e-\iw'jt^mt» are itv^m ia connection with 
|)W (wt'Hi.HK>at >fevH)L i\^ A>%H.tictt »wtT><R and -.ih^mAt^ and oesrtainly the 
chikhvu thtuV. nWMSh'^^v AUvl ^weiott S»ctec ^>r laving diis bnmdi of 
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" Encouragement from parents is an important factor in this depart- 
ment, and it will be found that ^ home practice^ will keep the pupils 
in ' good heart ' in spite of the inevitable mistakes, failures and dis* 
appointments attendant upon employment of this nature. The sense 
of discouragement is sure to be forgotten when patient effort is at last * 
crowned with success, and a natural pride is displayed by the young 
cook, after several unsuccessful trials, when a specimen of cookery 
worthy of experienced and older heads is produced. 

^^ Perfect order and cleanliness prevail in the little kitchens. 
Wastefulness is especially guarded against, and the utmost pains- 
taking insisted upon in the care of all supplies, materials and utensils. 

^^ The best exhibition of our work can be seen daily in the class- 
rooms, and parents are urged to come often and are always welcomed.'' 



WOOD-WORKING — E. M. HEALY. 

^' The attendance while being fair, might have been greatly improved 
if the standing of the pupils were affected in their weekly school 
reports. 

^^ The pupils never flagged in their interest from the beginning, but 
they rather seemed to imbibe the spirit of industry as their work 

!>rogressed, and when the time came for the summer closing, they 
aid the tools down with manifest regret. 

^' I trust that I may be permitted to say that eight months have 
proved inadequate for the pursuit of the subjects taught in this 
department, and the two months which you have determined to add 
in the future to each year's course will be of inestimable value to 
both teachers and pupils. 

'^ In severing my connection with your collie, I wish to express 
my appreciation of the kindly aid and cordial consideration which I 
have received from the Board of Trustees. 

" My interest in your college will go with me to my new field, 
with the wish that it may continue to grow, and its scope of useful- 
ness increase." 

SEWIKG — MRS. DAVID E. RUE. 

'^ That the art of sewing is an indispensable element in a girl's 
education is universally admitted. 

'^ That this branch of instruction is appreciated it is only necessary 
to ask the girls employed with their needles, if they ^ like tiieir work,' 
and an emphatic affirmative answer will always be given. 

*^ That it has awakened an interest in the parents, is known by the 
many words of commendation from them ; and they have testified to 
the excellent results shown in their homes. 
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'^ Several of the girls who have completed the course have founcl 

steady and remunerative employment owing to their skill with the 

needle. The tendency to drop oui of the regvlar school course b^ort 

. the end of the year has b^n decidedly checked, as the girls are 

anxious to remain and finish their course in sewing. 

*' The classes beginning to sew are taught how to wear and use the 
thimble, to measure the thread, thread the needle, and the proper use 
of all the implements of sewing. The neatness and exactness of the 
first stitches taught enable the girl to master those that are more diffi- 
cult as she is advanced. 

" Part of the work done by the classes was placed upon exhibition 
near the close of the school year. This gave each pupil an oppor- 
tunity to show some specimen of her work to those most interested,, 
and this natural pride in work performed is an incentive to improve 
in future effort. 

^' The arrangement of the various sewing models shown on exhibi- 
tion was such as to permit an intelligent study of the method pursued, 
and covered all grades, from the lowest to the highest. The practical 
skill of each pupil was shown, and elicited much praise from parents 
and friends who were present.'' 

The exhibit of our work in the several departmente, which wa. 
given on the 16th and 16 th of May, in the large hall of the Institute 
Building, has been referred to above and it is proper that we should 
speak of it more particularly. Unfortunately we have no record of 
the exact number of those who attended the exhibit, but we know that 
there were above Jive thousand ehUdren, including a thousand or more 
who came from Jersey City, West Hoboken, Union Hill and North 
Bergen, and but for the storm which prevailed during both days we 
should not have been able to accommodate the throngs of people who 
thus manifested their interest in our industrial education. Thi& 
interest is constantly increasing among all classes of people. 

While the large hall contained the chief exhibit, the class-rooms 
were thrown open and classes were at work, giving a practical idea of 
the instruction. 

Many of our visitors, indeed a very large portion, were from 
neighboring cities and interested in other industrial schooler We 
are still in constant receipt of letters from different parts of the 
country, making inquiry about methods, and this has led us to con- 
template issuing a simple ^' Primer '^ of our own manual training. 

In regard to the practical results of our work, as shown in this 
annual exhibit, we beg leave to quote from the report made by one 
of the Faculty of an Institute of Manual Training in a neighboring 
city, and published in the " New York Evening Post," May 22d, 
1891: 
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^' The exhibition of a year's work in sewing, cooking, day-model- 
ing, wood-carving and joinery from the public schools of Hoboken, 
wnich was held on Friday and Saturday last in that city, was a show- 
ing of much interest to many people. The instruction in manual 
training is not directly in the hands of the city authorities, but is con- 
trolled by a Board of Trustees, who have brought together a small 
bat earnest and efficient band of teachers, and the Board guarantee 
all the expenses. The actual funds are, however, in great part, if 
not entirely, derived from city and State grants. The work is carried 
on in a buildine apart from the schools, in which well-equipped, but 
small and cram^^^ork-rooms are fitted np. The tim?o(S^ in 
passiiig to and from the work reduces somewhat the very limited 
Uount given to the subjects. 

^^ The course in sewing, which is given in the last five classes of the 
grammar school, begins ikth outlini running, stitching of geometric 
and free-hand figures, and then extends through a series of well- 
graded exercises in overhanding, hemmiug, felling, sewing on buttons, 
making button-holes, gussete, <&c. The specimens of darning on 
stockinet and cashmere were exceedingly well done, and some very 
neat patching on striped calico was shown. The course ends with 
some simple work in embroidery. All the exercises use but little 
material, and no elaborate finished pieces are attempted. Practice in 
paper-cutting aod folding is introduced into the course in order to 
teach proper methods of cutting and of using the scissors, and also as 
affording an opportunity for instruction in the proper combination of 
colors. 

^' Cookine is taken in the upper three classes for an hour and a half 
a week, and^he tempting arraTof practical results seen on Saturday 
testifies to the thoroughness and excellence of the instruction. The 
many specimens of bread, soups, jellies, and cooked meats certainly 
appeEured to be in every way what they should be. It was evident 
that the endeavor had been to give a training of direct service in 
homes of moderate circumstances. Particular study had been given 
to the saving of things that are commonly wasted, and a number of 
soups and other dishes were shown made from odds and ends not 
generally so used. A quantity of soap has been also made by the 
pupils from the grease left over from the lessons. The pupils have 
the entire charge of the kitchen, which is a model of neatness and 
order, and in every case clean, and put away their own utensils. They 
are taught the washing of dishes and the care of towels. To bring so 
far as possible, an intelligent appreciation of the subject, instruction 
is given to the classes in the simple facts of digestion and the 
chemistry of foods. 

^^ In the fourth class the boys practice clay- modeling for one hour and 
a half a week. This is their first manual work. The exercises begin 
with the making of the type solids and the familiar appearance of 
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these forms in nature, and end with simple work from cast The 
results are of course crude in execution, as is inevitable with eleven- 
year-old pupils, but show a good foundation in form perception and 
the practice is a preparation for the further hand- work. Wood- 
carving is praotioe§ daring the next year, in an admirably-graded 
aeries .of lessons. The later exercises in this work showed m many 
cases a surprising degree of artistic feeling, and throughout the 
courses a very broad and free treatment was noticed. 

^^ The exercises in joinery, which occupy two and one-half hours a 
week in the second class, resulted in a most interesting collection. 
The average age of the boys in this class is thirteen years, and the 
course presents a very happy illustration of well-adapted and well- 
graded exercises. After the first simple exercises in sawing and 
planing, a series of joints are made, running from the simple half-lap 
to the single dovetails. All of the pieces are small, and consume but 
little time and material, while the neatness and accuracy with which 
they are made show that they are well within the growing capacities 
of the pupils. At the end of the year one month is devoted to con- 
structive pieces, which illustrate the application of the elements pre- 
viously covered. The articles exhibited comprised many small models 
of tables, stools, bootjacks, easels, sleds and doors. 

^'Altogether the exhibition showed a most efficient year's work, and 
considering the small amount of time given to the practice, reflects 
great credit upon the ability and devotion of the instructors. These 
teachers, who have been in most cases specially trained for the work, 
have evidently studied the best practice in their different lines and 
availed themselves of the latest thought on the subject. 

^'Compared with these well-arranged courses the work of the New 
York public schools, exhibited last year at the Teachers' Bazaar fair, 
was mere trash, and can hardly be classed in the same category. In 
adaptation to purpose, in economy of material, and in the character of 
the work, the Hoboken exhibition was a success where the other was 
a lamentable failure." 
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HUNTERIX)N COUNTY. 



E. M. Heath^ Coukty Superintendent. 



1o E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

In submittiDg my third annual report of the condition of the public 
schools in Hunterdon county^ I will, as formerly^ present a synopsis 
of the statistical reports : 

Amount derived from $100,000 fund $2,205 30 

Amount derived from State school tax , 57,796 45 

Amount derived from surplus revenue 3,297 43 

Amount of district school tax voted for payment of 

teachers' salaries 1,825 00 

Amount of district school tax voted for building, repair- 
ing and furnishing school-houses 4,616 00 

Total amount of district school tax raised 6,440 00 

Total amount received from all sources for public school 

purposes.. 69,739 18 

Number of children within the school ages, according to 

census of 1890 9,053 

Twelve districts numbering less than 45 each, aggregating 

421 children, receive $3,300 00 

Thirty-nine districts numbering 45 and less than 56, 

aggregating 1,860 children, receive.. 14,625 00 

Fifty-six districts numbering 56 or over, aggregating 

6,772 children, receive 45,374 18 

Amount per child to districts numbering 56 and upwards, 6 700262 
Average number of months the schools have been kept 

open 9.S7 

Number of children the school-houses will comfortably 

seat 7,273 

lEstimated number of children in the county attending 

private schools 105 
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Estimated number of children who have attended no 

school during the year 881 

Number of male teachers employed 54 

Number of female teachers employed 101 

Average salary per month paid to male teachers $54 77 

Average salary per month paid to female teachers 34 80 

The report of last year showed a decrease in the school census of 
two hundred and forty-five, and this year's report a still further 
decrease of one hundred and sixty-seven. To whatever canse this 
decrease may be attributed, it is certain to have an unfavorable influ- 
ence upon schools of the rural districts, by increasing the nnmber of 
$275 and $375 districts, making it impossible for them to employ 
the best teachers, through lack of funds. Upon this point some 
needed legislation is very generally demanded. Of the one hundred 
and fifty-one teachers who have taught in the county the past year, 
eight hold first grade State certificates, six second grade State cer- 
tificates, and six third grade State certificates. Twenty-nine hold 
first grade county certificates, fifty-five second grade county cer- 
tificates and forty-seven third grade county certificates. In my 
intercourse with the teachers it has been my aim to encourage those 
possessing low grade certificates, to strive to attain a higher grade of 
scholarship and efficiency. I am very grateful that my request in 
this direction has met with such a general responce, and those teachers 
who have given the required extra study, will not only be benefited 
themselves intellectually, but will be a greater power in their school 
work, and thus secure to themselves better salaries. In this connec- 
tion it is pleasing to announce that three of our progressive, energetic 
teachers, Messrs. W. D. Evans, Stacy fi. Emmons and A. B. Ritten- 
house, took the course of study prescribed by the State Board of 
Examiners at Trenton, and received first grade State certificates. 
Commencement exercises were held in eight of the schools, and were 
attended by large and appreciative audiences. These exercises cannot 
fail of being useful, affording a necessary stimulus that each one may 
be better than its predecessor. We still have two Teachers' Associa- 
tions, both of which have held very interesting meetings. The 
merging of these two associations into one good, strong association 
would, I think, be the means of accomplishing a great deal more 
good than can be accomplished by a separate existence. Our institute 
was held in the Flemington Opera House, Nov. 17th, 18th and 19tb. 
The attendance was good, ninety-four per cent, of the teachers being 
present. The institute gave very general satisfaction, though not as 
varied as some would have liked, yet it met the wants of a large 
number of the teachers. 

At the quarterly examinations for teachers' certificates there were 
one hundred and eighty-four applicants, forty of whom were rejected, 
resulting as follows : 
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First grade granted to males S 

First erade granted to females 

Second grade granted to males 9 

Second grade granted to females 16 

Third grade granted to males 2& 

Third grade granted to females 87 

The general condition of the school buildings of the county is good ; 
while there are a few that should be replaced by new ones, yet a large 
number are quite satisfactory. No new buildings have been erected 
during the year, but a number have been refurnished and otherwise 
improved. With the school work of the past year I have been very 
much pleased ; in many respects it has been our best. The teachers 
have been thorough, energetic and practical, and are deserving of 
commendation. To examiners, teachers, school officers, parents and 
scholars, I tender my grateful acknowledgments for their cordial 
support. 



MERCER COUNTY. 



Lloyd Wilbur, County Superintendent. 



To Son. E. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

As the statistical reports accompanying this are so full and compre- 
hensive, I do not think it necessary to restate here what is so fully set 
forth in them, as it would be a mere repetition. I shall therefore 
omit the usual synopsis of our financial condition. 

In making this report, I may say in the beginning that I do not 
think we have had a more prosperous and successful school year than 
the one just closed since I have had charge of this department of the 
county service. There certainly has been great improvement in the 
corps of teachers. I think the higher requirements of our quarterly 
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examinations have become so well known among those that desire to 
become teachers that the candidates come much better prepared than 
formerly. The applicants that have presented themselves daring the 
past year have certainly been drawn from a class that have had better 
opportanities for preparation than those of any previous year of my 
supervision, many of them having spent a year or more at the Normal 
School. But while it is true that our teachers are steadily improving 
in many waySj and that the requirements are ^wing higher in some 
departments^ I cannot but think that some things are lacking yet I 
think the greatest improvements are in the primary departments. 
Perhaps these are the most important. And in the graded schools 
there may be no ground of complaint, but in the oownJbry schools, in 
which there is but one teacher employed, I have felt that there is an 
unsupplied need. I have found that in many of the country schools 
during the winter there are pupils — lai^ boys — that desire and need 
a kind of instruction that most of the teachers are not prepared to 
give. I cannot make what I wish to say more clear than by instancing 
a case. In one of the rural districts a big boy came to me to say that 
he wanted to learn surveying and mensuration. I examined him 
carefully and found that he was thoroughly proficient in arithmetic 
and well along in algebra. The teacher of the school was one of the 
best primary teachers I have ever known, but she knew no more 
about the subjects that he wanted to learn than she did about Sanscrit. 
The boy could not go away to a boarding school. He had neither 
the time nor the money. What was he to do ? 

The mention of this case derives its importance from the fact that 
it is one of a doss. There are many such cases in country districts. 
Does it not seem as though such pupils ought to have the opportunity 
of studying the branches they wish when they are between the ages 
fixed by law for children to be numbered as a basis for making oat 
the money apportionment? To them it is a vital matter. They 
must acquire a knowledge of these branches at the district school, or 
not at all. These things could be learned in former days from the 
old-fashioned itinerant schoolmaster. Must we, with all our new- 
fangled improvements, fall behind the old regime ? 

The year just passed has been a great one for minor improvements 
in the school-houses. I think there have been more improvements of 
this gradej such as new roofs, new floors, new porches, new window 
shutters, &c., than in any year of my incumbency, and at the same 
time I think a comparison will show that we have fewer schools that 
are in debt than almost any other county in the State. 

We have formed one new district this year, in which they have 
built a school- house that we are all proud of. It is at Hillcrest, and 
its territory was taken from District No. 17, with a small strip from 
No. 18. 

The property cost about forty-five hundred dollars, and the build- 
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ing is qaite a gem and model for other districts. I do not think I 
have ever seen more enthusiasm and interest in school matters than 
have been shown by the people of Hillcrest. The size of the new 
bnilding is twenty-six feet by sixty. It has a ceiling twelve feet 
high, and is lighted by very large windows having inside blinds. It 
is thoroughly ventilated, and heated by a large furnace in the cellar. 
The blackbikrd capacity is one hundred and seventy- five square feet. 
It has two entries and an office. The yard is beautifully graded and 
one hundred feet by two hundred in size. It is soon to be dedicated 
with appropriate ceremonies. 

We have also built a very substantial and suitable new school-house 
in District No. 60, called Hickory Corner. It will be furnished with 
all modern arrangements and conveniences. 

In making this report I need not speak particularly of the usual 
routine work of the office. I have tried to attend to it as well as I 
could, and to carry out the instructions I have received from time to 
time from the State office ; and I am not aware of anything being 
omitted or slighted. 

In the conouct of our institute I think we came a little nearer to 
having an ideal institute as contemplated by the law than we ever 
succeeded in doing before. The one rule that we tried to have run 
through all the proceedings was to have nothing presented nor a 
period occupied with any subject that would not be of practical utility 
m the school-room. Nothing merely ornamental or fanciful was 
tolerated. The result was entire satisfaction and a feeling among all 
concerned that no time had been wasted. The institute was held 
jointly with Burlington county ; to the services of whose able Super- 
intendent our meeting owed much of its success. There was hardly 
a teacher absent belonging to either county. 

The old complaint of lack of uniformity in books used in the 
schools still prevails to some extent ; and in this connection I think 
I may say there is a new embarrassment — a superabundance of excel- 
lent material to choose from. I think more school books of superla- 
tive merit have been issued by the different publishing houses within 
the last year or two than have ever before been heard of. It puts me 
in mind of the old couplet, 

" How happy could I be with either," &c 

What we want is uniformity, and it does not seem to be the easiest 
:hing in the world to get it. 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



H. Brewster Willis, County Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. 0, Chapman, State Superintendent : 

In obedience to the law, I have the honor to present my annual 
report concerning the public schools of Middlesex county, ending 
August 3l8t, 1891. 

The following is a condensed statement of my statistical report : 

Amount of money received from the State $80,760 77 

Amount of money received from district tax for 

teachers^ salaries 9,000 00 

Amount of money received from district tax for build- 
ing, repairs and incidental expenses 23,967 60 

Total amount district tax received 32,967 60 

Total amount school money received from all scources.. 113,728 37 

Valuation of school property 342,050 00 

Number children in school census 15,299 

Average number months schools were open 9.4 

Number children enrolled 8,706 

Number children attending private schools 3,084 

Number male teachers employed 19 

Average salary per month to male teachers $73 76 

Number female teachers employed 171 

Average salary per month to female teachers $37 08 

Number school districts in the county 78 

Number $275 districts 9 

Number $375 districts 42 

Number per capita districts 27 

Number persons examined by County Board 126 

Number candidates rejected by County Board 40 

Number appeared forexercise 27 



* 
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The increase of State school money has diminished the amount of 
district tax required for teachers' salaries. It is pleasing to report 
that an increase of $9,155.58 special school tax hi^B been raised, ex- 
ceeding that of any previous year, for building, repairs and inci- 
dentals. The public school-houses and grounds of Middlesex county 
will bear a favorable comparison with those of any county in the 
State. 

Arbor Day was generally observed. A number of trees and shrubs 
were set out on scb^I grounds with appropriate exercises. 

The Teachers' Institute was held November 24th, 25th and 26th 
in the Livingston Avenue High School building, New Brunswick. 
The address of welcome was made by E. A. Apgar, City Superin- 
tendent, and the response to the same by the County Superintendent. 
Prof. Nicholas Murray Butler, E. H. Cook, Professor Brooks, Pro- 
fessor Frye and Miss Rena F. Merwin instructed the institute. In 
addition to the above instructors, the Rev. P. T. Pockman, Rev. 
Allan Campbell, E. A. Apgar, W. H. Butts, Miss R. Anna Miller, 
Miss Sadie Brewster, Miss Emma Pratt, Miss Clara Edgar, Miss 
Margaret McLaughlin, Miss Mary L. Thomas, Professor Wilmot, 
Professor Hart, Professor Holland, Fred. Van Dusen, A. T. S. Clark, 
A. H. Wilson and others took part in the institute exercises. 

The last evening of the institute was devoted to the Reading Circle. 
County Superintendent presided. Reports were received from the 
three circles and addresses made by A. H. Wilson, A. T. S. Clarke 
and the County Superintendent. At the close of the exercises the 
following resolution was adopted : 

" JResolvedy That we recognize the high quality and earnest spirit 
that characterized the papers and addresses presented at the series of 
meetings. That we believe the cause of education is rapidly pro- 
gressing throughout our country; that the true teacher's spirit is 
animating our teachers more than before ; and that the standard is 
being elevated, and the proper element is rallying, more than ever 
before, to the supny^f the general interests of the cause in which 
we labor. That^^Hus teachers richly enjoy the pleasures of the 
institute and anxiMsly look forward to its annual return. That the 
thanks of the institute be extended to the County and the City 
Superintendents, the Board of Education, the members of the insti- 
tute and all who in any way participated in the exercises." 

The three Reading Circles successfully maintained during the year 
have done much to encourage professional reading. The diploma our 
teachers seek is that of personal improvement. 

Upon reviewing the work of the past school year, I am fully con- 
vinced that the public school interest in Middlesex county is full of 
promise. 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY. 



Samuel Lockwood, Superintendent. 



To. Hon. E. 0. Chapmartj State Superintendent : 

Sir — I have the honor of reporting to yon my school work for 
the year ending August 31st, 1891. 

The following is an exhibit of the resources on which the appro- 
priation of the public school moneys was made last May for the 
coming year : 

Apportionment of school moneys for Monmouth county for the 
year beginning September Ist^ 1891, and ending August 31st, 1892: 

Number of children in the county, according to census 

of 1890 18,750 

Interest from surplus revenue $2,339 36 

State appropriation from the $100,000 4,567 47 

Appropriation from the $5, or State school tax 114,345 56 

Total amount of school moneys 121,252 38 

$376 districts, having not more than 58 children nor 

less than 45 each 14 

Districts receiving each $275, having less than 45 chil- 
dren each 10 

Number of children in these 24 districts 1 ,076 

Amount appropriated to the children of these 24 dis- 
tricts $7,603 62 

Average per child, for the above $7.43494 

Number of children in the districts which number more 

than 58 17,674 

Amount from all sources to each child in the above dis- 
tricts $6.40786 

As the facts and figures are all reported in their proper plaoeSi 
reiteration here might seem ostentatious. Less, however^ cannot be 
said than that generally generous provision is being made for the 
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growing neoessities of the school popalation. Jersevville, No. 102^ 
has a fine new school-house. Asburj Park has erected a new build- 
ings enlarged the grammar school at Ocean Grove, increased the 
accommodations of another of its schools, and temporarily hired a 
buildine for the overflow of its High School. The well-known public 
spirit o! Long Branch has beenLiously tried. The year o^d 
with a fire in one of its schools, involving some outlay. A fine new 
building has been put up in Sub-District 1, at a cost of $15,000^ 
which in equipment, ventilation, and hygiene is as near perfection as 
seems possible. The former building was moved to Branchport, thus 
making another Sub-District, No. 7, all feeders to the High School. 
The conflagration at Seabright destroyed the fine new school-house 
there, and a tax of $10,000 is voted to restore it. With the pressing 
need of enlarged accommodations, and the replacine that which fire 
has consumed. Long Branch has been seriously taxed, but has nobly 
met the occasion. The school system at Long Branch is almost ideal, 
and with its large-minded Board of Education, its accomplished 
Principal, and able faculty of instruction, the schools commend them- 
selves IT worthy the devotion and saorifi^^e of the people. 

In December at a flag-raising of School No. 95, the colors being 
presented by our veteran school-man, Hon. Robert Laird, M.D., 
remembering the adage, ^^a word fitly spoken,^^ I made it the occasion 
of an appeal to the Inrge audience for the school needs of the district. 
The simple logic was that good patriotism aimed to make good 
citizens of the children, hence it would show indisputable patriotism 
if steps should be taken to erect a new and suitable structure in place 
of the old, comfortless and inadequate school-house. The District 
Clerk, Capt. James H. Hudson, assumed a praiseworthy prominence 
in the enterprise ; and now the heights of Brielle, ^^ beautiful for situ- 
ation,'' possess a new school-house. 

Several schools have made noteworthy improvements looking to 
comfort and enlarged accommodations. These with the new build- 
ings have increased the total school property of the county very 
materially. Indeed, I confess myself almost startled at the figures. 
As the pleasant duty fell to m^ to organize the county under the 
^' new school law,'' I cannot but recall my first reported valuation of 
the entire public school property in the county, $85,000. My present 
report returns a total of $496,000, or close upon haJf a million. 

Such an exhibit then could only be regarded as simply ideal — in a 
word, desirable, but not attainable. Whereas now it is actual. Nor 
is it merely quantity — ^it is also quality. Even in some of my rural 
schools to-day, are teachers of an ability which could command the 
bigh places dien. I would instance a teacher who has just left us. 
Se was doing commendable work in a one-room rural school. He is 
called to the principalship of a High School in a sister State. He 
perites me legretting to leave his school, but '^ though for a smaller 
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salary/^ he coDsiders the promotioD worth the sacrifice. Comment is 
hardly necessary. 

My examination of competitors for the free scholarships in oar State 
College was eminently satisfactory. Thus our county has filled both 
quotas^ that for the older law giving Monmouth two appointments, 
and that for the recent law, three^ yiz.^ one for each Assembly District 
Besides these five, Monmouth has other three in the collie well 
advanced, thus having now eight in this institution. Seven of these 
are from the public schools. The recent law has virtually made the 
public school an integral part of the university; the system being 
thus enthused with a high impulse, spurring alike teacher and pupil. 

During the year our graded schools have diplomated some sixty 
graduates. Many of these have scholarships sufficient to pass respect- 
ably the county examination for the third ^rade license. It was a 
wholesome regulation that raised the age nx)m sixteen to eighteen 
years. Still, as the education those young persons have received is 
entirely academical, that is, contains no Normal training, their 
efficiency is not always of the best. And yet, on the plea of ^* home 
talent,'^ the Normal graduate is too often set aside in the competition. 

Some human ordinances happily are dovetailed into ^* the eternal 
fitness of things.'^ Such are abiding. Others are temporary — they 
serve their purpose, then pass away. Others, again, which promised 
well, fail upon trial, and should be superseded or reoonstructod. 
Hence, geneially, an ordinance is a set experiment ! Pedagogy mosfc 
build on the empirical and experiential. With reason it must indact 
and deduct — but with judgment it must experiment, adopting what- 
ever is proven to be worthy. 

We have now rounded out two or three years of experimentation in 
virtually excusing examinations on a county second grade, where a 
third grade with a general marking of 86 has been got, and followed 
by a year of good school-room work. Simply two topics are reserved, 
United States history and bookkeeping, both, in fact, really third 
grade topics, as both are taught by third- graders. This second grade 
is worth thrice a third grade, and yet a lady teacher rightly viewing 
the situation, took her seat at one of my examinations in a decidedly 
nonchalant way, and in fifty minutes by the clock her work, which 
was really good, was all done ! Thus in those few minutes she had 
secured a three-years' license. History needs only a fair memory, 
and as for bookkeeping, how very little can be asked on that ? 

I cannot, then, but regard the old solid second grade as defunct. 
Now we should look at this matter with the question of gain or loss. 
The old second-graders were generally aspirants for the first grade, 
towards which they had made a great advanee. Take my r^istration 
of licenses. We may suppose the May examinations of 1888 as the 
close of the old regime. Then 16 candidates for the first time 
obtained second grades, and 12 got first grades. At the May term of 
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1891, 21 got second for the first time, and 2 got first grades. We 
should note also that generally the second-graders of 1891 had only 
jnst completed a years work, while those of 1888 averaged not less 
than six years. 1 cannot, then, view the experiment as it has worked 
in my ooanly, other than an arrest of what was an advancing 
scholarship. 

A union Teachers' Institute, Ocean joining Monmouth, was held 
:at Asbury Park. Again I am constrained to speak with gratification 
of the attendance, my roll showing an absence of only five from a 
•call of 230, and the absentees were excused for good cause shown. I 
have upon occasion done a little in the direction of agriculture, and 
:am elad that the prospect promises work on this line. 

This fitly introduces Arbor Day, which I think should be the 
<xx»sion of some intelligent talk on the mode of growth and suste- 
nance of a tree. The b^t fruit of Arbor Day must come of practical 
work, the planting of trees, culture of flowers, care and beautifying 
of the school grounds, not even forgetting that plants can be profitably 
^rown in the school-room. But excepting indoor culture of flowers, 
the opportunities here mentioned are every year becoming less. 
•Judicious programmes are of good account. But even these may be 
made too generous in quantity, and too ornate and difiuse in matter. 
Is not this for the live teacher in a rural school a golden opportunity 
for a little lecture on agriculture ? For the sake of novelty I asked 
my teachers to take a vote on a State flower. But in a majority of 
inetanoes the thing was done in a bungling way ; for when children 
vote for the " callow '' lily, may not the teacher be toiling unwittingly in 
ilie shades of the ^^Dark Continent?^' Probably we shall try again 
«fter brushing aside such callow conceptions of opportunity. Verily, 
some generous acquaintance with books is indispensable. In a word^ 
a little culture, towards which the Reading Circle has done some com- 
mendable work. 

The year has been exacting, but with harmony and progress it has 
ibeen a labor of love. 
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MORRIS COUNTY. 



James O. Coopeb, Superintendekt. 



To Edwin 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

It is with a considerable d^ree of pleasure tkat I sabmit here- 
with my seoond annual report of the schools of Morris ooanfy. My 
first year's experience as Superintendent has been a very pleasant ana 
profitable (not financially) one to me^ and I trost profitable, at: leasts 
to the teachers under my supervision. ^^ ^ 

The following is a condensed statement of statistics whiGhJmay be 
of interest: 

Appropriation from State school tax $68^412 09 

Appropriation from $100,000 fund 3,537 36 

Appropriation from surplus revenue 3,697 04 

Special district tax voted for teachers' salaries 10,780 65 

Special district tax voted for building, repairing, &o 18,156 00 

Balances on hand from all sources. 14,098 61 

Total receipts from all sources 118,581 64 

Total expenditures 107,440 43 

Total value of school property 324,115 00 

Number of children included in census 14,162 

Average number of months the schools have been kept 

open 9.72 

Number of children enrolled 9,288 

Seating capacity of school buildings 9,361 

Numl^r of male teachers employed 62 

Number of female teachers employed 132 

Average monthly salary paid males $60 20 

Average monthly salary paid females 39 90 

NumUr of $276 districts 1» 

Numl>er of $375 districts 4^ 

NumlH)r of distriotM drawing more than $375 43 

Total number of districts in county Ill 
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In^comparing these statistics with those of previous years^ we are 
enabled to repoit progress in many respects. 



SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

Much improvement has been made in respect to convenience, com- 
fort, appearance and value of school-houses. 

The people of Dover have voted $16,000 for the erection of a fine 
brick building of eight rooms, which is now inclosed, and will be 
ready for occupancy early in the spring. The Smead system of 
heating and ventilating will be used. 

In Port Morris a new building, to cost $5,600, is in the course of 
erection. 

In NetcoDg they have purchased a lot and are about deciding upon 
plans of a new building to cost from ten to twelve thousand dollars. 

Milton and Russia Districts have been oonsoli^ted, and one thou-, 
fiand dollars have been voted for a new building/which should have 
been completed ere this. 

Center Grove and Union Valley Districts need new buildings at 
once. 

On my first visits last autumn I found in five districts, viz.. Union 
Valley, Bussia, Flock, Lonewood and Taylortown, those ancient 
benches along the sides of me rooms, which consist of slabs ten to 
twelve feet long, supported by four legs, and desks back of them so 
high that only we latest pupils could use them to write upon, and 
smaller pupils were obliged to sit with feet dangling, unable to touch 
the floor. I immediately requested the Trustees to call special meet- 
ings to vote taxes for tne purchase of new furniture. In the four 
first-named districts they complied with my request and now have 
modem furniture. 

In Taylortown they have not acted as yet, and I may be compelled 
to condemn their building before they will act. 

Many other school properties have been improved in the way of 
new blackboards, new furniture, new roofs, enlarged playgrounds, 
new outbuildings and fresh coats of paint. 



TEACHEBS. 



Our teachers, generally, have been very conscientious in the dis- 
charge of their duties, and are trying, constantly, to more thoroughly 
prepare themselves for the great responsibilities of their profession. 
I am sorry to say that there are a few exceptions to the general rule. 
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TBUSTEES. 

Trustees have been much more prompt in the discharge of their 
duties^ and considerate for the best interests of their respective schools^ 
and accurate in keeping their acooants. There is still room for im- 
provement. 

Last autumn I made an effort to have all of the Trustees in the 
county meet me at township meetings^ but in this I failed to a certainr 
extent^ as only about 66 per cent, of the districts had representatives 
in attendance. In these meetings^ in my talks^ I endeavored to enlist 
the sympathy and co-operation of the Trustees in the improvement of 
our schools generally^ and explained different acts of the School law 
with regard to the meaning of which they were in doubt. 



INSTITUTE AND C50UNTY AJSSOGIATION. 

The work done at the Tri- County Institute, held at Morristownp 
last December, was instrumental in giving us better results in the 
study of geography and reading, during the balance of the year. 
Yet reading is the most poorly-taught study in our schools 

The County Association held a very interesting and instructive 
session last May, at which there was an exhibit of general class-room 
work from throughout the county. This exhibit of work suggested 
many new ideas, and will, we think, result in better methods of 
instruction. 



ABBOB DAY. 




and 

was fully carried out. All schools reported to me of their doings. 
On many grounds shade trees were planted, flower-beds made, and &e 
grounds generally improved. 



EXAMINATIONS. 



The four quarterly examinations were held, at which one hundred 
and ninety-six candidates presented themselves. Two first grade 
certificates were granted, twenty-two second, and eighty-six third* 
Eighty-six applicants were rejected. 
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VISITS. 

DoriDg the year I made three handred and three visits^ daring 
v^hich I endeavored to make myself of service to the teachers by the 
ud of the fourteen years^ experience I had previously had in actual 
school-room work. 



OCEAN COUNTY. 



E. M. LoNAN, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent: 

I herewith present to you my report for the schools of Ocean 
30unty for the year ending August Slst, 1891. 

Census returns came in promptly, but I am again much annoyed by 
the tardiness of District Clerks in sending in their financial reports. 

At our last examination we had thirty-nine candidates, and of 
this number thirteen failed to secure the proper credentials. 

I have always been fortunate in securing a very efficient Board of 
Examiners. Mr. Peter Tilton has been on my Board since the resig- 
nation of Hon. A. C. B. Havens, who resigned on account of his 
being elected County Clerk. 

Mr. Tilton ^' fills the bill f he is firm, courteous and a gentleman. 
He is ably assisted by Prof. J. D. Dillingham, Principal of the 
public school at Toms River. On account of the number of candi- 
dates at the June examination, I called in my friend, Mr. Noah 
Jeffrey (holding a first grade license), now teaching at Bayville, to 
assist us. 

All the other examinations are conducted by Mr. Tilton and myself. 
Serious illness last winter prevented me from making my usual 
number of visits. Last December I again ^^ joined teams'^ with my 
old friend. Prof. Lockwood, and held our institute at Asbury Park. 
We had a very good attendance and an enjoyable time. 
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The interest and enthusiasm was great, and the attendance was 
large. We had very able instructors, with lots of help from home 
talent. 

Arbor Day was generally observed. Quite a number of young 
people have entered the Normal School to prepare for teaching. 
The Normal is very popular in our county. 

I r^ret to say that death has entered our corps of teachers and 
taken four of our number. 

G^rge W. Johnson, Principal of the school at New Egypt, died 
suddenly, right in the prime of life. Mr. Johnson was a high-toned 
Christian gentleman, beloved by all who knew him. As a teacher 
he had few equals. Words are inadequate to express my sorrow for 
his loss to the community. 

Then Miss May J. Cook, of Cedar Biver, passed away. She was 
noted for her many good qualities. Miss Tillie Osborn followed in 
the same road. She had been a very successful teacher for a number 
of years. She was very energetic, also well known and much 
respected. Death, the grim reaper, then removed from our midst 
Miss Ella Parsons, teacher in one of the primary departments at Toms 
River. Miss Parsons was deservedly popular, and was much beloved 
by the whole community. 

The past year has been one of great activity and progress in this 
county, in all branches of educational work. Under the new regula- 
tions for granting license, many of our teachers have taken greater 
interest than heretofore, and the result is shown in more thorough 
and effective school-room work. 

Our people are fast learning the true worth of the public schools, 
as is evidenced by improvements being made every year in the reno- 
vation of school buildings, as regards appearance, room, comfort, 
sanitation, &c. 

Toms River District, No. 31, has repainted her building inside and 
out, and placed a new bell in the tower. Union District, No. 32, 
has enlarged her building, built a bell-tower and placed a bell therein. 
Silverton District, No. 26, has repainted her building outside, and 
wainscoted and ceiled the inside with hard wood. This being put on 
over the plastering makes the building warmer and stronger. The 
citizens of Lakewood have made a move in keeping with the rapid 
growth of that town ; they have arranged to build a $20,000 building, 
with all modern improvements, which they propose to have ready at 
the opening of the next school year. During the year one new 
district, Brindletown, No. 53, has been created. By the annexation 
of Little Egg Harbor township to Ocean county we acquired five 
more schools, and we now have fifty- eight. Though our county is so 
large she is sparsely settled in some parts, and the greater percentage 
oi our schools are small- paying ones. They are as follows: Eleven 
of them receive $275, thirty- one of them receive $375, sixteen receive 
greater amounts according to the census. 
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The lesalt of examinations of candidates for teachers' certificates 
is as follows : 

Number of certificates granted — 

First grade 6 

Seoonlgrade 15 

Third grade 29 

Rejected candidates 19 

Pursuant to an act of the Legislature of 1890, providing for the 
purchase and display of United States flags in connection with the 
public school buildings of the State^ quite a number of our schools 
now have flags. Such a measure cannot fail to engender a spirit of 
patriotism among the citizens of the near future. I think the study 
of '' avil Government '' should be made one of the prescribed studies 
of the State^ in all schools having advanced grades or classes. 



PASSAIC COUNTY. 



Alexandeb Elliott, Jb., Supebintendent. 



To Hon. Edwin 0. Chapman^ J^ate Sufperinimdent : 

I herewith present to you a report prepared by me of the work of 
my predecessor for the year ending August 31st, 1891. 

Tne returns have not been made promptly, some have been sent 
to my predecessor and some to me, and I have had considerable 
diffionlly in gathering them together and doing work on the report 
which properly belonged to my predecessor. I beg therefore to 
submit to you the report for the year ending August 31st, 1891, 
compiled from such data as I have in my possession. 

At the last August examination we haa seven candidates ; of this 
number five were granted third grade certificates. 
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Not being in office at the time the institate was held and of which 
a statement shoald be made in this report, I am unable to express any^ 
views. I have no doubt, however, that it was attended in the highlj 
commendable manner in which all else was done that my venerable 
and reliable predecessor had in hand, and judging from indications 
from the institute held last week, I am satisfied that the teachers had 
a very profitable and social time. 

I am convinced from the visits made by me since my appointment 
as Superintendent, that the workings of tiie public schools nave been 
steady and substantial. 

Permit me to add that without the assistance of Superintendent 
Terhune, of Bergen county, I fear I would have been unable to 
prepare tins report. He has been untiring in his efforts, and through 
his assistance I am enabled to herewith submit this report as complete 
as the records in hand will permit. 



SALEM COUNTY. 



EOBEBT GWYNNE, Jr., SuPERINTENDBNT. 



Hon. E. 0. Chapman^ Stale Superintendent : 

Dear Sir — Herewith I send the statistical report for Salem county. 

The past year has been one in which our schools have been fairly 
well attended, but the pleasant weather of almost the entire year and 
the almost complete exemption of our children from disease should 
have secured for us even better attendance and better results in the 
educational line. I should rejoice were I able to report thorough 
work done in every district of our county, but the Superintendent 
who is compelled to recruit his corps of teachers very largely from 
the ranks of those holding certificates of the third grade — ^ttie begin- 
ners, the laggards and the drones of the profession— cannot do so. 
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Ijast year fifty-two of our eighty-eight teachers held such certificates;: 
two had been teaching on certificates of that grade in this and other 
oounties for twelve successive years, and quite a number from four to 
eleven years each. Of these fifly-two teachers not one had any 
preliminary training in the profession. Some have been industrious- 
and by experience have improved their methods. The vast majority 
of them did poor work in some one or more branches, while some 
were complete and hopeless failures in every respect. Our children 
are not being eduGoJUd by such teachers. In some instances the money 
apportioned for the support of the schools is worse than wasted. The 
school buildiugs in our county are nearly all in good condition, and 
the people take pride in keeping them so. Our list of text- books i& 
made up of the works of standard authors ; our school equipment of 
apparatus, books of reference, maps and charts, &c., is beiug constantly 
enlarged— everything is growing better excepting the teachers, Ther^ 
is general complaint from parents that their children cannot study 
physics, bookkeeping and other advanced branches, but many of the 
teachers cannot handle them, and they have to be omitted from the 
course of study. There is a demand from the farmers that chemistry 
and other branches useful to those who will be dependent on agri- 
culture for a living be taught in our country schools. Who is to 
teach them? Not our present teachers, certainly. 

Last year I made a close investigation of the instruction given in 
the fundamental branches — spelling, reading, writing and arithmetic*. 
Outside of our graded schools I found but five teachers out of fifty^ 
one who were teaching all four correctly. Some were correct in their 
method in one or more, but there were only five who received my 
unqualified approval. 

For two years Prof. E. S. Richards, Principal of the Salem High 
School, has conducted a summer school, to prepare those who wished 
to take the teachers' examination. Wishing to do more than merely 
cram these candidates, he has paid particular attention to psychology^ 
to analysis, to normal methods in all branches. The result is that his 
pupils are making our best teachers outside of those who come from 
the Normal School. I believe that such a school could be maintained 
in every county under the care and, to a certain extent, the patronage 
of the State, and that the scheme would be of great advantage. 

There should be an amendment to the law, so that the election of a 
teacher should be subject to the approval of the County Superintendent. 
Such an amendment would prevent many bad teachers remaining ta 
trouble us year after year. 

During the past year District No. 18 has entirely remodeled its two 
school buildings and now has two neat and commodious structures in 
place of the two disgraceful huts in which school has been held for 
more than fifty years. Districts 7, 8, 9, 14, 18, 47 and 57 have re- 
placed their old forms with modern furniture. Districts 1, 21, 48^ 
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57 and 64 have drawn on the Library Fund. I shall try, this 
coming year^ to have more of the districts draw on that fond, if for 
nothing else than to secure new dictionaries and gazetteers. Nearly 
every gazetteer in the county and most of the dictionaries are those 
sent out by the State away back in the '60s. 

A very successful institute was held in connection with the counties 
of Atlantic^ Camden and Gloucester at Atlantic City in October last 
Thanks to Superintendent Morse^ of Atlantic county, who is a 
thorough executive as well as a genius in educational matters, our 
stay there was pleasant and nothing occurred in any way to interfere 
with the programme mapped out for the three days. Prof. Frye^ 
Prof. WoodhuU, Prof. Russell, Prof. Apgar, Mrs. Monroe, and Dr. 
Edward Brooks were our instructors. Every teacher in the county 
was present, excepting one or two detained at home by sickness. 

Teachers' examinations were regularly held and during the year 
1 first grade, 6 second grade, and 47 third grade certificates were 
granted, 64 applicants being rejected. One certificate was revoked 
^nd two teachers were compelled to give up their schools by reason of 
failure at examination and the expiration of their certificates. 

Arbor Day was duly celebrated and I forwarded a statement of the 
number of trees planted. Nearly every school in the county partici- 
pated, either with tree-planting or with appropriate exercises. I sent 
to the teachers the programme prepared by Superintendent Terhune, of 
Bergen, together with some suggestions of my own, and it was very 
generally adopted. 

There should be a general revision of the boundaries of our school 
difltricte. Theae boundaries were arranged many years ago and, 
excepting in a few instances, remain unchanged to this day. In recent 
years new roads have been opened, the population has shifted and 
other conditions exist that make a revision of the lines necessary. 
One of our districts has fallen below the 46-children limit for several 
years, yet last year 47 children were enrolled in its school, 33 belong- 
ing in the district and 14 outside, the latter attending because the 
school-house was nearer their homes than was the one in their own 
district. I find that in the shifting of District Clerks many deeds to 
land owned and occupied for school purposes, and many insurance 
policies and other valuable papers have been lost. In two instances 
I find that districts have never had title deeds to school property they 
hold, but as they have held possession for nearly a century, they 
probably will not be disturbed. 

Preventing encroachment on the State school money, for any other 
than the purpose for which it was apportioned, is becoming harder 
work each year, but I have so far prevented it. Securing District 
Clerks who will make out their reports promptly and correctly is also 
getting more diflficult. If we still retain our District Trustee 
system, we should have one man only in each township to take the 
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school oenans and to keep the aocoants of the township schools, and 
he should be paid a specified salary. Men with patriotism enongh to 
serve as Clerk of a $276 district without compensation are becoming 
scarcer every year^ and the trials and burdens of the Superintendent 
increase. 

Our school examinations were held in March and Mav^ and pupils 
in nearly every school in the county participated. Some of the 
papers were a pleasure to examine and a number of the schools 
showed a steady advance, both in the number takine part and in the 
facility in answering questions. One pupil secured a certificate of 
the advanced grade, 17 secured county diplomas, 74 second grade and 
149 third grade, while 117 passed in special branches. 

Mindful of what hurt our schools in the past, I determined that if 
any teacher failed to properly present the elementary branches to her 
pupils this comine year it should be that teacher's fault alone, and 
Siis r^rt is written at the dose of a session of our Teachers' isso- 
elation (the first ever held in our county at the commencement of the 
school year), called expressly for instruction in reading, spellings 
writing and number work. Of the 112 teachers in the county and 
the city of Salem, 99 were in attendance, and the entire day was 
devoted to instruction and practice. That it will bear good fruit I 
am sure, and I sincerely hope that 1891-92 may witness unusual 
activity and endeavor in our schools. 



SOMERSET COUNTY. 



W. T. F. Ayebs, Superintendent. 



To Hon. E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

Sib — In presenting to you my annual report, I desire to say that 
I find the schools in a condition somewhat improved upon that of 
former years. This, I think, is due in a large measure to the general 
interest manifested by the teachers in the R^ing Circle and Profes- 



€2 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL EEPOET. 

eional Caltare, and to greater interest on the part of school boards 
in improved buildings^ furniture and apparatus. The general public 
are slowly being educated to believe that environment is an educa- 
tional factor. 

The County Association of Teachers has also been a means of 
improvement, for here subject-matter as well as methods have be^ 
-discussed, and helpful suggestions have been carried back to class- 
rooms, that cannot but lead to more efficient work throughout the 
<x)unt7. Since my last report Weston District, No. 74, has replaced 
its building by a new one, and Districts Nos. 20, 36 and 56 have 
made substantial repairs. The buildings, with very few exceptions, 
are now in good repair. 

The school census of 1891, compared with that of 1890, shows a 
•decrease of 107, whereas the average attendance has increased 65. 

The number of children who do not avail themselves of school 
privileges, is a matter for serious consideration. The law oompelliog 
attendance is rendered inoperative, through difficulty in enforcing the 
penalty. 

More definite results should be obtained respecting scdiool libraries. 
In many districts the teacher has sole supervision and selection of 
the library, and holding the position only until some better situation 
ofiers, but little care is exercised in the perservation and additions of 
books, and no record is kept to show how far it is bang made educa- 
tional to the pupils. Books of reference, history, biography and 
travels show much less wear than fiction of a light character. 

The salaries are not what they should be in many cases to retain 
the most efficient teachers in our district schools. To the male 
teachers the average salary per month was $63.32, a decrease of $4.26, 
whilst the monthly salary of the female teachers was $39.41, an 
inorease of 29 cents per month. 

A Teachers' Institute was held December 22d, 23d and 24th, and 
was very largely attended by our teachers. Prof. Frye's masterly 
skill in presenting the subjecf of Greography, cannot bat have awak- 
eue<l considerable interei^t in that snb)ect. The great need in oar 
si'hools of a thorough primary preparation for that study, has been 
tiH) little ap^ureoiateil ; m manv cases nothing has been done before 
the Ai\h iMT SIX year. The study is not undorslood, and results are, 
ther^fture^ unsatisfiictorv. 

Miw l^itridge's vrork in Laneuage was too short to be of great 
intluenoe to uutraiueil teachers, but it awakened enough interest to 
call fiur better eiS^ and a elosor slody of thia important branch. 

The fiUlowing statement of receipts and dtsbanements will prove 
intereating : 
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BECEIPTB. 

Total amount of State school moneys $49,147 98 

Amount of interest from surplus revenue 2,869 09 

Amount of school tax voted for teachers' salaries 5,860 00 

Amount of school tax voted for building and repairs 2,690 00 

Amount due the districts, September 1st, 1890, from all 

sources, for salaries and fuel 62,143 58 

Amount due the districts, September 1st, 1890, from dis- 
trict tax for building and repairs, including amount 

raised for payment of debt and interest 9,247 89 

Total amount due the districts, September 1st, 1890 71,391 47 



DISBUBSEMENT8. 

Amount paid for teachers' salaries $49,438 60 

Amount paid for fuel 2,415 14 

Amount paid for building and repairs, including debt and 

interest 5,119 84 

Amount paid for incidentals 5,103 12 

Total amount disbursed 62,076 70 

Balance in Collectors' hands, September 1st, 1891 9,314 77 

I have made the usual number of visits to the schools, making such 
suggestions from time to time as I deemed advisable or my experience 
ahowed to be necessary, and in all cases hints and suggestions have 
been kindly received and earnestly carried out. During the month of 
September I met the school boiurds and Collectors in their respective 
townships, and endeavored to explain to them the law relating to 
49chool officers, and tried to impress upon them the importance and 
obligations of their office, the forms of reports, and the necessity of 
<x>ntract8 with teachers employed. 

The total number of certificates granted during the year was fifty- 
nine, as follows : 

First grade to males 2 

First grade to females 1 

Seoonl grade to males 2 

Second grade to females 14 

Third grade to males 5 

Third grade to females 35 

Total number 59 
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Arbor Day was observed by appropriate exercises in nearly all the 
schools in the county. 

My seven years' experience as County Superintendent, and my 
knowledge of the teachers make me confident of a more snocessfiil 
future, and I enter upon my labor encouraged, hopeful and cheerfuL 



SUSSEX COUNTY. 



LuTHEB Hill, Superintendent. 



Hwk,. E. 0. ChapmaUj State Superintendent : 

The summary of my annual report, herewith submitted, presents 
encouraging evidence of progress in comparison with the results of 
former years. The census is nearly the same as last year, with a gain 
in the enrollment of pupils and in the attendance. There is a frac- 
tional decrease in the time that the schools were kept open and a 
hopeful increase in the average of both male and female teachers' 
salaries. For a number of years, instead of erroneously subdividing 
the township averages in these particulars, I have given the true 
district averages. In the report of Superintendent Haas, of Burling- 
ton county, for 1888, attention was called to the fact tliat such has 
not been the general practice throughout the State. There ought to 
be uniformity in preparing the statistics of the annual report It 
is to be feared that there may be some misunderstanding in reference 
to the aitendanee for the past school year, arising from me use of the 
new school roisters, teadiers being in doubt whether to report the 
passible or actaal attendance. 

Andover and Stanhope have completed their new school buildings 
and have increased the total value of school propoiy aboat $16,000. 
Both districts have reason to rejoice in the best mat they have excel- 
lent school buildings. Amity and Washingtonville will erect new 
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school- houses daring the present year. Several others should build 
and will make the attempt. There is necesssity of immediate action 
in this respect, particularly in Districts No. 17, 20, 26, 38, 40, 46, 52 
and 66. 

There is a growing tendency in rural districts to domicile advanced 
pupils in the towns and villages, that they may have better educa- 
tional advantages, and Trustees are complaining that by this means 
their schools are being overcrowded. Cannot some plan for a County 
High School, for each rural county, centrally located, be devised that 
would afford better opportunities for these scattering advanced pupils 
to complete their education ? 

The third in the series of Tri-County Institutes for Morris, Sussex 
and Warren counties was held at Morristown December 10th, 11th 
and 12th last. The attendance was good and the exercises were both 
entertoiniDg and instractive. 

The meetings of our County Association have been well attended. 
Teachers are trjdng to prepare themselves more fully for the work. 
We have a greater number of students from the county attending the 
State Normal School than ever before. 

The work in the school* rooms done by the teachers for the year 
has been most satisfactory. 



UNION COUNTY. 



B. Holmes, Supebintendent. 



To Hon, E. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

In obedience to law I have the honor to submit the following brief 
report, suplementary to the tabulated statistics of the several cities 
and towndiips of the county herewith transmitted. 

The school property of the county as a whole is in excellent condi- 
tion. The spirit of improvement has not fallen behind that of last 
year. 

5 
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The school buildings in District No. 2, East Linden, and No. 27, 
Connecticut Farms, have been nicely painted and the entire premises 
put in excellent order for the ooming year. In No. 19; Summit, the 
interior of the building has been newly painted, the basement cemented 
and other improvements made. In No, 20, East Summit, water has 
been introduced, a great convenience to the pupils of the school. 

In District No. 28 the rooms have been neatly ceiled with hard 
pine. District No. 9, Cranford, has increased the capacity of its 
building by making a new room for the advanced class. The school 
is rapidly increasing and in a few years more school accommodations 
will be needed. The additional rooms in No. 26, North Roselle, com- 
pleted early last year, are a great improvement, and have been fully 
appreciated by teachers and pupils. 

District No. 10, Westfield, has erected during the year one of the 
finest school buildings to be found in the county. For some time the 
school in this district has labored under great disadvantages in room. 
Some of the rooms were uncomfortably filled, and additional accom- 
modations were temporarily secured in a hall, but the increase of 
population made it necessary that permanent school facilities should 
be secured. This has been accomplished by the erection of an elegant 
brick structure, finely situated on a commanding site. It contains six 
session- rooms, an assembly hall and Principal's room. It has a seating 
capacity of three hundred and twenty-five, and is occupied by the 
High School, grammar and intermediate grades. It is heated and 
ventilated by the ^^ Smead system," which had been satisfactorily tried 
in the old building. All things considered, it is one of the most com- 
plete school buildings in the vicinity. 

The grounds around it have been graded and set with trees, and 
laid out in lawn, flower plots and playground. Much credit is due 
to the Board of Trustees who have carried the work to completion. 

The rooms of the old building have been re-arranged, partitions 
removed, and it has been put in good order for the primary classes. 
The district now has ample school accommodations, and pupils, 
teachers and people are to be congratulated on the result. 

Among the districts of the county, the buildings of the following 
may be classed as " very good '/' and the Boards of Trustees are to be 
commended for the appearance of the school property : Nos. 1, 2, 4, 
9, 10, 14, 16, 19, 25, 27, 28 and 29. 

The school census shows an increase of children of school age of 
i^even hundred and ninety-nine, an addition of nearly five per cent, to 
that of last year. 

The school libraries are, as a rule, in a flourishing condition. Every 
district, with a single exception, has availed itself of the terms of the 
State law in this respect. The number of volumes (exclusive of 
libraries in cities) is over four thousand. Number of books purchased 
during the year, over three hundred. Number of books taken out, 
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oearly nine thousand ; olearly indicating that the pupils are making a 
good use of the opportunities afforded them. The habit of reading 
good books, acquired in early life, has a strong influence on the future 
of a boy or girl. 

The observance of Arbor Day is very general in the county, the ex- 
tent of the programme varying much with the size of tiie school, the 
principal features being appropriate literary exercises and the practical 
work of planting trees and snrubs on the school grounds or at the 
residence of some one in the district. 

There has been more change in teachers for the coming year than 
for a long time. It is with great regret that we lose mree of our 
leading Principals. Two, Mr. Town, of No. 4, and Mr. Armstrong, 
of No. 26, who have given many years of faithful service to their 
districts, have found more lucrative situations in cities; the other, 
Mr. Chapman, of No. 19, leaves the school-room, after successful work 
for four years, to enter business. 

It is a high tribute to these gentlemen to know that their respective 
Boards of Trustees had re-engaged them for the year and very re- 
luctantly consented to their release. The influence of such men 
reaches beyond the immediate sphere of their labors and the whole 
county suffers a loss when they go elsewhere. It is a duty and a 
pleasure to me to speak in praise of their work and to know that their 
eervices wei^ highly appreciated by those most competent to judge — 
their co-workers and the community they served. 

There is an increased demand for teachers who have received a 
Normal School or college training and, in addition, a considerable 
•experience. The sentiment prevails that it is wise and profitable to 
pay well for professional training and successful experience, and where 
'the conditions will admit this idea has been put in practice. More 
teachers having a normal education have been appointed for the year 
^Qst commencing than for years before. 

The regular quarterly examinations for teachers' certificates have 
been held in accordance with the School law. The number of first 
^rade certificates granted was six ; second grade, five, and third grade, 
"twenty-seven. My associates on the Board of Examiners were Mr. 
-I. P. Town, Principal of No. 4, South Eoselle, and Mr. E. A. Chap- 
•man, Principal of School No. 19, Summit. By the courtesy of the 
Soard of Trustees of District No. 10, Westfield, the examinations 
"^ere held in that school building. 

In addition to the visitations and examinations prescribed by the 
^^Aate Board of Education, an annual written examination of the 
^pils is held in each school in the month of June. Questions are 
imared covering the three grades in the course of study adopted for 
w ooonty, and examinations on the same grade and subject are held 
3& mik sdiool at the same time. While this involves a large amount 
"^work in preparing and circulating the questions and necessary 
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schedules for tabalating the results, as well as a considerable expense 
in printing, postage, travel, &c., it is believed that it is all more than 
balanced by the good derived from it. The interest manifested by 
the Principals and teachers and the assistance rendered by them b 
this work is gratefully acknowledged. 

As the result of the examination two hundred and seventy-eight 
primary and grammar certificates were given to those who attu^ 
an average of seventy-Eve per cent, in these grades, and fifty-sevei* 
diplomas awarded to those who had completed the High School 
course. 

During the year the Teachers' Association of the county has held 
its regular qoarterlj meetings. This association is a voluntary organ, 
ization for the purpose of receiving information in the latest and best 
methods of teaching from experienced instructors, for oonference in 
school matters, and to promote sociability among the teachers of the 
county. The meetings have been unusually interesting and instructive. 

In conclusion, I may add that the general interest in the schools is 
very gratifying, and that the year's work has been fairly satisfietctQiy 
and the outlook for the future encouraging. 






WARREN COUNTY. 



Robert S. Price, Superintendent. 



Hon. E. 0. Chapman, Siaie Superintendent : 

I most respectfully submit my annual reports of the public schoob 
of Warren county, for the year commencing September Ist, 1890^ 
and ending August 31st, 1891. It is with much satiofaetion that I 
state the year has been one of encouragement, but the progress made 
has not been all that was desired. 

Teachers and school officers have all heartily co-operated with me^ 
and from the generally increased interest in education, we have good 
reason to hope for more rapid advancement in the future. 
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Very many of oar schools made ten months^ and none less than 
nine, the time required by law. The average time made was nine 
and sixty- four hundredths months. 

The total amount of money expended during the year, as my 
statistical report shows, was ninety-seven thousand six hundred and 
forty-five dollars and seven cents ($97,645.07), of which the teachers 
received fifty-eight thousand five hundred and forty-seven dollars 
and five cents ($58,547.05). Amount expended for building and 
repairing, $28,294.21 ; for fuel, $3,991.40, and for incidentals, 
♦6,812.41. 

The total number of teachers employed during the year was one 
liandred and fifty- five ; forty-one males at an average salary of $53.84, 
and one hundred and fourteen females at an average salary of $33.45. 
This is an increase of salary over any previous year, but the small 
increase of salary is not equivalent to the advancement made in the 
•efficiency of the teachers. Teachers are beginning to regard their 
work in the true li^ht of an honorable profession, and, by careful 
reading and close study, preparing themselves for it. 

The erection of new buildings, and the improvement of the condi- 
tion of our school property, deserve to be mentioned. Phillipsburg 
has almost completed a very large and handsome building, at a cost 
of about $30,000. At Belvidere they have their new building 
finished and ready to be occupied. The building is not large, but is 
one of the handsomest and most convenient buildings in the State, 
costing about $20,000. A new building was erected at Hughesville, 
District No. 2, at a cost of $3,000. The increase of the number of 
children in this district demanded a larger and better building, and 
through the efforts of Charles Bachman, Clerk of the district, and 
others, the money was appropriated, and a good, substantial building, 
with two apartments, was completed and nearly ready to be occupied 
at the commencement of this school year. Two teachers have been 
employed for the first time in this district, and we hope to make the 
school one of the best of its size in the counts. District No. 13, 
seeing that the five adjoining districts had within the past three or 
four years erected new buildings, was moved with the same spirit of 
enterprise and completed a new building and furnished it in time to 
be occupied by the school September 1st. Many other districts made 
needed repairs, and some of them refurnished their buildings during 
the year. We have a right to be proud of the progress made in the 
improvement of the condition of our school buildings, and, except in 
one district where the people cannot agree upon just what is best to 
be done, there has not been a meeting called in the county for several 
years, for the purpose of appropriating money for new buildings, 
without it has been harmonious, and in nearly every case the amount 
recommended by the Board of Trustees appropriated. 

We held our institute jointly with Morris and Sussex counties, at 
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MorristowDy Deoember lOtb^ 11th and 12th. There were about 
460 teachers present^ and all the teachers in Warren, except four or 
five who were excused on account of sickness, were present. 

Our annual Arbor Day circular was issued and the day was gene* 
rally observed by the schools with appropriate exercises. Many 
trees were planted and exercises of an entertaining and instructive 
character were held in the school-rooms, to which the parents and 
friends of the schools were invited. 

The regular quarterly examinations of teachers were held as the 
law directs. There were 226 applicants for certificates, of which 
number 156 received certificates and 70 were rejected. Certificates 
were issued as follows : First grade, 10 ; second grade, 33 ; third 
grade, 113. 

The following items of interest are taken from my statistical 
reports: Total amount of school money received from the State^ 
apportioned May, 1891, $60,310.41 ; amount received from State 
tax, $57,848.85; amount from State appropriation, $2,461.56^ 
amount apportioned to districts numbering less than forty-five chil- 
dren, $275 ; amount apportioned to districts numbering from forty- 
five to sixty-nine children, $375; rate per child in districts receiving 
more than $375 each is $5 20; total number of districts in the 
county, 89 ; number of districts receiving $375 each is 41 ; number 
of districts receiving more than $375 each is 29 ; number of districts 
receiving $275 each is 19 ; number of children of school age in the 
county May, 1891, 10,130; value of school property, in the county,. 
$261,200. 

We have passed another quite successful year and have endeavored 
faithfully to perform our duties, but the longer we serve the educa- 
tional interests of the county the more we realize how much there is 
to be done, and have resolved at the commencement of this school 
year to accomplish more than we have during the one just closed. 
We hope that the time will soon come when every child of school age 
in the county will become enrolled in our public school roisters or 
attend some private institution of learning. 



REPORTS OF CITY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



ATLA.NTIC CITY. 



C. J. Adaks, Superintendent. 



Hon. E, 0. Chapman^ Stale SuperirUendent : 

I hereby respectfully present my first annual report of the public 
schools of Atlantic City^ N. J. 

The schools of our city through the intelligent and ceaseless efiorts 
of the Board of Education^ backed and applauded by a generous 
public and aided by a corps of earnest and faithful teachers^ present 
their present proportions and efficiency. Many difficulties have been 
overcome during the past year and the sentiment of our city now is to 
maintain and perpetuate a vigorous system of public instruction ; the 
feeling that the masses shall receive at least a practical education was 
never stronger and I therefore feel assured that the taxpayers will 
approve liberal appropriations for the cause of public instruction. 

The work of the past year has been in a high degree satisfactory^ 
though some radical changes were made at the beginning of the school 
year. The spirit and effi^rts of the teachers to meet the new order of 
things have been very commendable. The aim throughout the year's 
work has been to secure accuracy and thoroughness. 

Much interest has been aroused and considerable progress made 
in music during the last several months of the school year. The 
teachers are impressing it upon the pupils that as music is one of the 
prescribed studies of the course, careful attention and study must be 
given to it. They cheerfully co-operate with the special teacher, who 
has shown herself most faithful in her efforts to bring up and advance 
this department of our schools. We are much pleasied with the pro- 
ficiency of some of the primary classes in music, and as time goes on 
and primary work advances we hope to see excellence in musical 
attainments a prominent feature of our public schools. 

Our schools in all departments have shown a steady improvement. 
The school buildings are convenient and well ventilated. The attend- 
ance greatly increased over former years. The discipline has been as 

(71) 
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flfttisfactory as ooald be expected with the serious drawback of ova^ 
crowdiney especially in the lower grades. These obstacles have 
already been set aside for the comine year by the building of addi- 
lional rooms (twelve in number), thus affording ample opportunity 
for convenient organization, and by addition to the corps of teachen, 
when we shall have no excuse for not doing the best possible work. 



BRIDGETON. 



William Edward Cox, Supebiktendent. 



Hen. E. 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent: 

Deab Sib — I herewith present my annual report of the schools of 
Bridgeton for the last year. 

Soon after the opening of the schools in September an epidemic of 
diphtheria broke out in our city, being especially severe in the Second 
ward and in parts of the other wards adjacent to the low-lying mud 
flats along the creek. 

The attendance at the schools most affected was very small, dwind- 
ling during the attendant scare among the people to as few as eight 
in some of the rooms. Our local Board of Health took prompt 
measures to eradicate the disease, being particular to have its physi- 
cian visit the schools to examine the children, so that the first stages of 
the complaint might be noticed. Happily, afiier a time, the disease 
ceased spreading and our schools again beoune well attended. 

We have allowed another year to go by without having secured any 
additional school buildings. We are lamentably lame in this partica- 
lar. In our Second ward, according to our last census, taken in May, 
we have, between the ages of five and fifteen, an excess of 225 beyond 
the seating capacity of the school -house in that ward. 

In the First and Fourth wards combined, between the same ages 
(five and fifteen), the excess beyond seating capacity is 144 ; and in 
the Third ward something over 50. 

According to these figures the greatest need is for an additional 
house in the Second waid. The greatest demand, as expressed by the 
people, is in the Third ward, we being obliged to send some of the 
secondary pupils of that ward into the Fourth ward, an arrangement 
which did not prove very satisfactory, and which we disoentinued at 
the end of the year, and have now adopted the miserable expedient of 
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sending the children half a day at a time. Inasmuch as the Third 
ward had 93 pupils last year in private schools^ which number is 
more than the rest of the city combined with 20 to spare, the citizens 
of that ward feel that their demand for further accommodations is 
well founded. 

The fault for this condition of affairs lies with the Board of Educa- 
tion primarily, and secondarily with our City Council. At one time 
when the Board of Education had reauested the Council to build ad- 
ditional facilities in the Third ward, the Council allowed the minority 
of the Board to befog their minds on the question and to commit them- 
selves to a scheme so impracticable that the Board at its next meeting 
oould not adopt it. However, at the present writing a proposition is 
before the Board to request Council to build in each of two wards, 
which I trust may receive the unanimous support of the Board. 

Last October, during the last days, our teachers all went to the 
institute at Cape May. I 6aid all ; there was an exception, in one 
teacher, who was compelled, because of sickness at her home, to ask 
an excuse. We had a pleasant time. I wish I could truthfully 
indorse all that was given in the way of instruction, but I cannot. 
The teachers of Cumberland county are too intelligent and too 
hungry for real practical methods in school work to feel satisfied in 
beine merely entertained. Some of the work at the institute was 
oxoeUent. 

We inaugurated monthly teachers^ meetings during the year, which, 
while not being entirely as satisfactory as was desired, still were in 
the direction of right. Heretofore these meetings were simply an 
impossibility, now they are possible. I hope during the coming year 
they will take good root and flourish. 

Arbor Day exercises were held at each of the schools — that is, so far 
^U3 the literary exercises were concerned. We were obliged to omit 
the tree-planting, as our yards were well filled, and no suitable place 
coold be suggested. Our local agricultural society has just purchased 
and occupied a new location. I have written the Executive Commit- 
tee requesting the favor of having them reserve a portion of the 
ground for planting trees by the public school children. I tru&t we 
may have a tavorable reply. To Rev. C. C. Tilley, who addressed the 
ohildren of the Third ward ; to Rev. John Handley, who spoke at 
Bank street ; to Rev. P. Provost, who assisted at North Pearl street, 
and to Revs. H. H. Beadle and J. B. Whitten, who kindly lent their 
help at the Second Ward School on Arbor Day, my thanks are due. 

In reviewing the work for the year, while I feel disheartened at our 
failure to increase our school facilities, and for which there is no 
•excuse whatever, I do feel encouraged as I contemplate the work 
our teachers are doing. As a whole we have a good, and efficient 
oorps of workers, painstaking, keen, alert ; they only need the more 
efficient co-operation of the Board to render their work still more 
practical. 
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ELIZABETH. 



J. Augustus Dix, Superintendent. 



To E, 0. Chapman^ Stale Superintendent: 

Dear Sib — Although the neoeesitj for additional school acoom- 
modations has greatly increased^ we have not yet succeeded in securing 
them. A beginnings however^ has been made in the old Eighth, now 
Sixth ward) and steps are being taken to obtain title to a plot of 
land. A special committee of the Board of Education, appointed in 
February, 1891, reported the following month. After stating how 
many children had attended the Grier Avenue School, and how the 
work was growing, the report proceeded as follows : 

''The building in use is not at all adapted for schoel purposes; it 
is not large enough to properly accommodate the children now in 
attendance. The ventilation is poor and in some rooms the air i& 
foul and heavy, and it is impossible to prevent this, as there are not 
cubic feet of air enough for so many children to breathe. 

'' In view of these facts, the committee feel justified in recommend- 
ing a new primary school building for that part of the city, the cost 
not to exc^ twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). There is no question 
among those who have carefully looked into the matter, that a new 
building would not be at once filled to its utmost capacity.'' 

The report was referred to the Committee on Sites and New 
Buildings, with instructions to report a site, which they did April 
23d, selecting a plot on Grier avenue 100 x 200 feet in size. This 
land is held by the city under the " Martin Act," and the City 
Attorney has been directed to take the necessary steps to vest the fee 
in the city for school purposes. This, however, will take some time, 
and meanwhile we must do the best we can witli the poor substitute 
now doing duty for a school-house. Last year I stated that we 
needed at least two new primary schools besides the Grier Avenue 
School and the need is daily becoming greater, the school census of 
1891 showing an increase of five hundred and one (501) in the num- 
ber of children of school age. The report of the Secretary of the 
Board, who acted as census- taker, is as follows: 
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By compariDg these figures with the reports made to me by the 
Principals, it is apparent that the oensos is erroneous in respect to the 
number attending private schools or the number attending no school, 
or in respect to both, for the census shows ninety-seven hundred and 
eighty-four children of school ase, and the Principals report forly- 
sev€n hundred and forty-six of Ime age enrolled in me public schools, 
leaving five thousand and thirty-eight for private sdiools and no 
schools, or eight hundred and twenty-six more than the census shows, 
the sum of these two items in the census returns being but forty-two 
hundred and twelve. As the number of those reported as attending 
private schools agrees closely with the returns of previous years, I am 
inclined to think that the great error is in respect to those attending 
no school. Assuming that the census is correct in its totals and in 
the number attending private schools, the number of children between 
five and eighteen years of age who attended no school was twenty- 
seven hundred and fifty-five, or about twenty-eight per cent, of the 
whole number of children of like age in the city. 

If, however, the census is correct in this item, there were nineteen 
hundred and twenty-nine attending no school or nearly twenty per 
cent. In either case, it is evident that the public schools are not doing 
the work they should, and they cannot do it until we have additional 
buildings. 

There were sixteen graduates from the Battin High School in June, 
1891, eight from the Normal Training Class, and seventy-nine from 
the four grammar schools. The High School Commencement was 
held at the Opera House, an entrance fee being charged, as was the 
case last year. 

Through the influence of Mr. Elias T>, Smith, formerly City 
Superintendent, a valuable geological collection, numbering over five 
hundred specimens, belonging to the estate of Edward B. Kellogg, 
deceased, was presented to the Battin High School last spring. These 
specimens were collected some years ago under the supervision of 
Professor Cook, late State Geologist of New Jersey, while Mr. Kel- 
logg was a student in the Troy Polytechnic Institute. They include 
fossiliferous rocks of all ages ; an orthoceras two and a half feet long, 
brachiopods, trilobites, corals, crinoids, ganoids, &c. There are also 
many fine specimens of minerals and metallic ores. This collection 
will be helpful to the students, and it is hoped that the example thos 
set may stimulate others from time to time to give to the school 
natural and scientific objects that can be used to illustrate the varioos 
studies pursued. 

In the spring we received the medal awarded the Elizabeth schools 
at the Paris Exposition, and also the diploma of award, to which 
reference has been made in previous reports. 

At the end of the school year, Miss M. E. Habberton, who has been 
in charge of the department of industrial drawing, and also manual 
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training, while a part of the course, resigned her position, taking a 
similar one in Orange. Miss Habberton had been in the employ of 
the Board for seven years, and her excellent work has frequently been 
referred to in my previous reports. It had given our schools a repu- 
tation far beyond our borders. Her successor, Miss Ora Royce, comes 
to us from the schools of Wilmington, Delaware, and we have every^ 
reason to expect a continuation of the good work in this department. 

It is intended to have the regular teachers instruct the pupils in 
drawing under Miss Boyce's supervision, and as many of them were 
not prepared to do this, they are now being instructed by her so as to 
fit them for the work. 

As stated last year, manual training was dropped from our course 
of study in February, 1890, but in September of this year it was 
partly restored, carpenter work, wood-carving and cooking being,, 
however, omitted. 

From the reports made to me I make the following extracts : 



BATTIN HIGH SCHOOL — MISS L. H. 8AYBE, PRINCIPAL. 

♦ :¥ m i<jj^ some departments the work has been the same aer 
last year, in others additional work has been done. In geometry it 
was found practicable to add one more book, the class thus taking five 
books of Davies' Geometry instead of four. This has been easily 
accomplished, original work having been done besides that of the 
text-book. 

** Greology during previous years has not been taken up until the 
first of January ; this year it was begun in September and the final 
examination held in January. The gift of about five hundred 
minerals from the estate of Mr. Kellogg was greatly appreciated and 
will be of value in connection with this branch. 

'^ Chemistry was begun the first of February and continued to the 
end of the year ; this gives but a short course, but it is all the time 
that can at present be devoted to it. The subject was taken up 
experimentally, the pupils performing many of the experiments. In 
all departments the pupils are encouraged, and as far as possible 
required to do personal work. * * * 

'^ In order to place our school on the * approved list ' of the State, 
by which pupils can enter the State Normal School without examina- 
tion, bookkeeping and Latin are required. The former is on the 
coarse for the grammar schools, but is only carried out in regard to 
making up certain forms. This might be introduced twice a week in 
the third class, in place of the review in arithmetic, which we have 
found necessary, but as our course is three years instead of four, as in 
most of the High Schools, it does not seem possible to introduce the- 
liatin at present.'' * * * 
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SCHOOL NO. 1 — MB. B. HOLMES^ PBINCIPAL. 

* * * " Beyond the regular grade laid down in the course of 
fitady adopted by the Board of Education little has been attempted 
more than the previous year. In fact^ the past year has been so 
seriously broken in upon by resignations and continued ill health of 
teachers, whose places were in many instances filled by substitutes, 
that plans for new or extra work had to be very much modified or 
entirely abandoned. 

'^ The idea of giving the most essential requisites of a common- 
school education — and that the most practicable possible — to the 
pupils in the primary grades, which was mentioned at some length in 
my report last year, has been more forcibly impressed upon me 
during the year just closed. The great mass of pupils in manufac- 
turing communities must get what school instruction they have in 
the primary and lower classes of the Grammar Department. The 
fact that of more than 1,200 pupils, 1,048 were between six and 
fourteen years of age, sixty-seven being under six, and less than a 
hundred over fourteen years, shows that what is to be done for the 
many must be accomplished before they reach the latter age. 

'^ With this fact in view, we have continued the special effort to do 
all that was practicable in this direction in the classes in those grades. 

'^ Kindergarten work has been continued in the lower classes of 
the primary grades, but nothing new has been added in this branch 
during the year. 

^' Elementary business forms in connection with arithmetic have 
been introduced in the primary classes lower than heretofore, giving 
particular attention to spelling, use of capitals, punctuation, &c. 

'' The plan of supplementary reading has been continued in a large 
number of classes with good results, with the direct purpose of im- 
provement in the branch, and at the same time gaining a knowledge 
of special subjects — science, history, literature, &c. Some classes 
have made a great gain in this respect over former years. 

'^A new and general interest in geography has been awakened by 
the use of progressive map-drawing. This subject is not by any 
means new, but from a regular application of what has been learned 
on the subject (daily or weekly) to a well-prepared plan, has proved 
useful and interesting to the pupils and helpful to the teacher. 

'^ The larger proportionate number of children in the lower than 
the upper classes, though somewhat lessened by the new Primary 
School No. 6, still continues to a large extent. This &ct of itself 
makes it the more difficult to add any new feature to the details of 
the course of instruction, every moment being needed to cover the 
essentials of the course to make the best possible preparation for the 
■early promotion which is certain under existing circumstances to 
^ <»me." 
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SCHOOL NO. 2 — MB. N. W. PEASE^ PBINCIPAL. 

* * "^ '' Daring the entire year more attention was given and 
more diligent effort made in training the classes of the Primary De- 
fMurtment thoroughly, as that always insures an efficient Grammar 
Department. Too much stress cannot be laid upon this fact. Every- 
thing calculated to awaken curiosity, gain and hold the attention, has 
been employed by the teachers. Pupils have been trained to observe, 
<x)mp«re, think and judge for themsefyes, as far as possible. The aim 
has also been to inspire confidence in themselves and in their own 
powers, and to lead them to give expression to their ideas with ease 
and facnliiy, either orally or by writing, or with pencil and paper and 
edssors. 

** Language is fundamental and expression a primal need and de- 
light to the child. There is a language of form. Form study (often 
<^led by another name) cultivates, broadens and strengthens the 
powers of the child. To produce to a nicety something akin to the 
oonoeption in his mind or similar to an object placed before him cul- 
tivates expression wonderfully and disciplines him as well. The 
ideographic system of the ancient Egyptians and Assyrians was neither 
« myth nor a mistake. There was sound philosophy and real culture 
in it, as well as true and forcible expression, a single symbol or sketch 
perhaps conveying the history of an epoch or a dynasty. Thus in 
form study the child gathers and combines many ideas in a single 
object produced by his thought, effort and skill. Hence paper-folding, 
simple designing, paper-cutting and the like have been employed with 
discretion. 

''Again, all new words coming up in class work daily were put to 
practical use at once — that is, pupils were required, by their own 
thinking, to form correct statements with those words in them. The 
value and utility of this practice we estimate highly. 

'' Further, items of general interest, current news and events were 
introduced in each class daily and discussed generally. Pupils were 
encouraged to search for, inquire about and bring something interest- 
ing alike to teacher and class. Only a few moments were allowed 
each day for this purpose, but we found the practice imparted interest, 
enjoyment, breadth of view, general information and culture even to 
the dullest pupils. When anything on this line was brought up 
which proved to be of more than orainary interest all the class was 
instructed to tell about it on slate or paper. The next morning the 
teacher would say, '' Let us have perfect lessons to-day, and save time 
to hear what you have written.^' It is needless to enlarge. The 
pupils always did their parts eagerly and well. 

'' Much attention was given to reading, and careful training em- 
ployed, so as to lead the pupils to give true expression to ideas and 
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thoughts. We aimed high in this direction^ and though we did not 
attain the standard desired, still we have a good measure of satis&o- 
tion as to results. 

'^ In teaching number, our methods and practices have been such 
as are commended by our most advanced educators. 

'^ In the study of geography we have niade decided changes in all 
classes of both grades. There has been too much aimless, senseless, 
desultory study of this branch in schools generally — an entire lack 
of system. To remedy this a complete outhne of the subject has been 
prepared by topics, and pupils are required to search for, and U> 
collect items, &cts and truths relative to a division, a country, a State, 
or a group of States for himself, thus systemizing his work and render- 
ing his knowledge permanent and comprehensive as well. Rapid 
sketching and careful map-drawing from memory have also been 
practiced the same as for many years past. We thoroughly believe 
in that sort of work. 

'^ Language or grammar has been taught synthetically with soihe 
analysis and parsing. To construct quickly and correctly proves that 
the pupil understands grammar practically at least, and that is what 
he needs. Correction of false syntax, save such as occurs often enough 
in the school-room, we did not practice. The average pupil wiD 
employ plenty of solecisms without placing specimens l^fore him. 

'^ The topical method has been employed in history, and the con- 
nection of nistory with geography, and geography with history care- 
fully noted. 

'' The Grier Avenue Annex consists of only three classes of the 
primary grade, and four teachers employed. 

" The total enrollment for the year was nearly two hundred. Two 
of the teachers had never taught prior to September, 1890, bat they 
performed their duties most satisfactorily. Through the careful 
management of Miss Whitney, who had charge of the school, the 
year's work proved fairly successful. The need of a new and well- 
appointed school building was deeply felt by all, and is still.'' 



SCHOOL NO. 3 — MR. W. D. HEYEB, PRINCIPAL. 

'^The school opened September 8th, 1890, with about the usual 
number of scholars, and the average attendance has been fair through- 
out the year. 

'^ The progress has been good in all the classes, and the interest 
manifested by both teachers and pupils in the work of the school has 
been very gratifying. 

'^ In rooms 1 and 2 the classes are in two divisions, one division 
attending in the morning, and the other in the afternoon. These 
divisions differ slightly in grade. A half day's schooling appears to 
be sufficient for these little children. 
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'^If it should be desired to give them whole- day sessions, four 
additional class-rooms oould easily be made by extending the building- 
in the rear. 

^' All the classes have been kept fully up to the grade, and the 
number promoted from each class has been over ninety per cent, of 
the whole number in the class. In the graduating class all the 
scholars, except one, who took the Superintendent's examination, 
passed. They will not all enter the High School, however, as some 
prefer to attend other institutions.'^ 



SCHOOL NO. 4 — ^MR. W. F. BOBINSON, PRINCIPAL. 

^' There seems to be but one feature in our year's work that needs 
special comment in this report, as all other important matters have 
beendven more or less attention in the past. 

** when manual training was in operation in this school I felt that 
our course of study needed but one additional subject to place us 
where we could justly compete with neighboring progressive cities 
for recognition in the pedagogical evolution that is sweeping over our 
land. W hile the hand and eye were being trained to a high degree 
of perception, the ear was largely neglected. Among the senses the 
ear ranks next to the eye as a source of knowledge, and a fine 
discrimination can be reached only through a well-directed course in 
music. With this in mind I have been able, through the earnest 
efibrts of Miss Jones, to have music taught in three of the primary 
grades. She has used the Holt system, and the children were taught 
to sing the intervals of the major scale. They can sine at sight 
short exercises in common J, f and f time, using whole, half, quarter 
and eighth notes and rests. 1 shall not attempt at this date to trace 
the effects of these lessonsMnto the other work of each child, but for 
the present simply add that it is our purpose to continue these lessons 
next year and carry them into a larger number of grades, if possible. 
Miss Jones deserves our highest commendations for this work, which 
was entirely voluntary on her part and without compensation." 



SCHOOL NO. 5 — MISS L. B. BRAUN, PRINCIPAL. 

* * * « The course of instruction has been closely followed in 
all grades and with better results than were obtained the preceding 
year. 

'^ In reading more time was given to phonetics and vocal gymnas- 
tics. Supplementary reading was also extensively taken up. 

'^ In arithmetic no material chance was made in methods of teach- 
ing. The full grade was completed in each clas?. 



N 
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^'In the lowest grade where geography is taught (without text- 
book), Geographical Readers were introduced and proved so satis- 
factory that the second book of the series will be used in the upper 
classes in connection with the text-book the coming year. ^ * * 

''The kindergarten work was very extensively and thoroughly 
taught, both by the First Assistant and the teacher having the over- 
flow from room 1. 

''As the average attendance in room 1 was seventy-seven for the 
year, and during several months over eighty, I consider the work 
accomplished remarkable. The following occupations were tau^t: 

"1. Network drawing. 2. Pricking and embroidery (outlines 
and original designs). 3. Stick-laying. 4. Paper-folding. 5. Paper- 
cutting. 6. Peas work. 

" Paper-folding, paper-cutting, network drawing were also taken 
up in the fifth and fourth classes.'^ 



SCHOOL NO. 6. — MISS M. E. PABBOT, PBINCIPAIi. 

"The school year just closed has been a very pleasant one. I 
appreciated at the start that it would be a year of hard work. It 
has been, and yet I have received such hearty support from my 
teachers that it has been a pleasure to work with and for them. 

" We have tried during the year to put our school in what we call 
good working order. Our efforts have been expended in trying to so 
systematize our work that we shall be a unit. As we had so many 
scholars from private schools, who had been advanced in some one 
branch to the sacrifice of others, we found the grading particularly 
difficult and have been obliged to change the children from room to 
room. Next year we will not have that to contend with and can 
begin regular work the first week of the term. 

" Looking at the school as a whole, I consider the order has been 
decidedly above the average. I think the teachers are interested in 
the subject they teach. I have heard during the year lessons given 
in each of the classes, and, for young teachers, the masterly way in 
which some have treated the subjects is remarkable." * * * 



DRAWING. — MISS M. E. HABBEBTON, INSTRUCTOB. 

" The work of drawing in the grammar and High Schools 
been conducted in much the same way during the past year as in 
previous years, with results in nearly all the classes even more satis- 
factory than heretofore. 

" Coloring, introduced in the High School in 1889-1890, has been 
continued with increased interest, and has been taken up by some of 
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the first and seoond grammar olasses voluntarily, with snch out-of- 
ediool assistance as I could give^ and with results that would be 
creditable had instruction been given in the r^ular way. 

** The only work that has not been entirely satisfactory has been 
that of some of the primary classes where the instruction devolved 
upon the r^ular class teadiers. This is in no way a reflection on 
those teachers, but is the inevitable result of requiring from them a 
kind of work for which they have not been prepared and which in 
•many oases they do not understand. My time has been so crowded 
that much of the instruction and supervision I have given them has 
of necessity been out of school hours. 

^'I must add that they have, almost without exception, shown a 
<dieerful willingness to do the best in their power, and many of them 
have succeeded admirably. 

'^ To have the primary work so conducted as to lay a proper founda- 
tion for what follows, either the classes should be taught by a specialist, 
or opportunity should be given the teachers to receive such instruc- 
tion as will enable them to give the lessons satisfactorily/' 



HOBOKEN. 



David E. Rue, Superintendent. 



To the Honorable E, 0. Chapmariy State Superintendent : 

No radical changes have been made in the school department of 
this city during the year past. The Evening and Normal Schools, 
which had been discontinued, were again opened. Large numbers 
availed themselves of the opportunity for evening instruction. At 
the examination in November thirty (30) pupils of the Normal School 
received teachers' diplomas. 

The opening of the new school has relieved to a great extent the 
strain of overcrowding on the other schools. It has necessitated the 
redistricting of the whole city. 
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School No. 4 has been made a primarj school, and Mr. Alexander 
Musgrave appointed as Principal. 

An assistant teacher has been added to the drawing departmeiii 
Music continues to be taught in the schools with good resalts. 



THE HIGH SCHOOL. 



The total enrollment in the High School for the year was one hondrai f 
and seventy-six (176), a onsiderable increase over preceding yeara. ■* 
This increased attendance has been provided for by the formation of 
a new class and the appointment of a new teacher, Mr. E. H. Kiernao, 
a graduate of Stevens Institute. The grammar department of Sdiool 
No. 4 having removed to the new school, the High School now occih 
pies the top floor of the former building, which gives much needed 
class-room facilities and makes possible a general assembly eadi mom-' 
ing. The graduating class of 1891 held its commencement exeroim 
in the Hoboken Opera House on the evening of June 23d. An ex- 
cellent programme was rendered, forty- two pupils receiving diplomat 
This scnool is growing and the coming year promises to be a pro»* 
perous one in its history. 



TEACHEBS' MEETINGS. 

The regular teachers' meetings are held on the. second Wednesday 
of each month. They have been characterized during the past year 
by attractive programmes and renewed interest. The Mannal makea 
attendance on them compulsory. While it cannot bat be admitted 
that if the attendance were purely voluntary it would not be so hifgi 
as it is, still the attitude of the teachers towards these meetings h» 
change! during the past few years decidedly for the better. Th^ are 
beginning to esteem them at their proper value, which consists not 
only in the entertainment derived from them but also in the instnio- 
tion received from addresses on various educational topics and the* 
mutual help derived from discussion of educational methods. 



SCHOOL NO. 6. 



The problem of accommodating the school- going population of 
Hoboken, has been partially solved by the addition of the new Sohooi 
No. 6, which was opened on September 8th, 1881, with appropiiite' 
ceremonies, consisting of music, addresses by the Mayor, President of 
the Board of Education, and o^er gentlemen. 

This building is situated at the comer of Eleventh street audi, 
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w avenae. The oost of its constraotion, ezolusive of the land^ 
ver $100,000. Architecturally, and in regard to its sanitary 
^ments and general equipment, it is all that a modern school- 
should be. The building is three stories high, with a basement, 
-J of which is used as a playeround, and a part containine the 
g and ventilating apparatus The first fl^ in which is the 
rj department, has nine class-rooms. Two of these rooms are 
.ted by sliding partitions, making a capacious assembly-room 
e primary pupils. The second floor contains seven class-rooms, 
[le assembly-room, 48 by 60 feet. The third floor contains the 
Qumber of rooms, including also an assembly-room of the same 
\ that on the second floor. Each of these assembly-rooms will 
iOO people. The ceiling of the third-floor assembly-room is 
t high, lighted by gas chandeliers, and makes a most comfortable 
3-room, to which use it is expected to be put in the future, 
class-room in the building is 23 by 33 feet, and 14 feet high, 
»ts about 50 pupils. Each room has a clothing-closet. The 
rs' and pupils' desks are of the most apnroved modern fashion, 
is admitt^ into each class-room througn three large windows. 
30 arranged that in no case does the light flash into the pupils' 
but is always over the left shoulder. There is a teachers room 
jh floor. The Principal's room is on the first floor, and from it 
c bells and speaking-tubes lead to each of the class-rooms. The 
r of the building throughout is of embossed sheet steel. The 
are all double. The corridors, running from one end of the 
ng to the other, are 8 feet wide. At the ends of the corridors 
3n stairways for the use of the pupils. Teachers and visitors 
le main entrance and main stairway, which is wooden. The 
ig is done on the indirect radiation plan. On the coldest days 
imperature can, without any extra effort, be made 70 d^rees 
^nheit, in any part. As to ventilation, each room has four out- 
)r foul air, two at the 'top and two at the bottom, with large 
srs controlled by the teacher. AH the windows have £ui-li^ht8 
the transoms, allowing the ingress of fresh air, and arranged so 
prevent drafts. The air in the water-closet rooms is purified 
Sift- flues, which are heated by the smoke-flue leading from the 
boiler fire. There is also a small boiler, which supplies steam 
five horse-power engine which runs two fans in the tower, 
fans pump out the foul air, which is conducted from all the 
rooms by flues, to a space between the pitched roof and upper 
ys, extending over every part of the building. There can be no 
s or mistake in this method of ventilation ; being compelled by 
^e power, it must act. The outside appearance of the school 
K)sing and attractive. Philadelphia front brick is judiciously 
ned with Belleville brownstone and terra- cotta. The main 
ice is through a massive arch. There are two large play- 
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grounds, which , with the sidewalks, are covered with hard, smooth 
concrete. The building is inclosed by a substantial iron railing. The 
architects were Messrs. B^yer & McCann, a firm of this city. 

A Htatement of the condition of industrial education in this city, 
will l>e given in the separate report by the Board of Trustees to the 
Htate Superintendent. 



'i3i. 



0« M. BRANII& SrPERISTENDENT. 



X^rnkik Sin — 1 rMfuMAtUT subnut the foUowing repcnrt of the 
A'kvyxU \\f thi» oitT in additmi to the imdoJ sUtislioB cukd for by 
v\mr vvftiv^ : 

A^^-'^^xA^^i WUlNn|NAJ*.s *.*».. .^- ** — ^.^— ^.^...^ 1 

NUHiN,^?: u\ Nv>ir«U4iC a^nI U^^. $c!its.vi$. — ^^-^...^ 9 

Vo^nS^ \u ^^f^ jtw^^»<wr s>?^\*r?aHt<c3a^ ^- •^—^^..•.^...^ 35 

N\^iMv>f* ut ^^^ \v:^*^v:> yi<jtMfcr53t:^*c5* — —• ..^ 160 

iVAs^V^ vSS vU<l^>*^i^- ^ ■ ,> ...—. « 1 

\\^<M(UlN^V^^ 'nU >k\\\t%V^(^ ^ ..^ ...•^ 1 



wSk»^ h«*m^ vs civiiv^vu >^N^xivrt ,.^* i^st)^ ,>c ? xaii IS j^oan in the 

>KtK^V »*v**M^V4 s^;\sW > .V i»v ^^KVu^ iixcr« ;m jvwr. ----. 12,60^ 

WtK^v^ 'K*^N^i ,^«\\\v u V v'*^*!.!!^ ^•'.^i.vis. iuxtiiiciit«ye»r...... 2,711 
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Average enrollment in the day schools during the year 9,1S2' 

Average enrollment in the evening schools during the year 582 

Average enrollment in the evening schools for three months 1,941 

Average attendance in the day schools during the year 7,944 

Average attendance in the evenine schools for three months 1,102 

Number enrolled at date (Feb. 27tn) in day schools 9,189 

Number of seats at desks in the schools 9,198 



ENROLLMENT BY GRADES OF THE SCHOOLS AT DATE. 

Enrolled. Per Cent^ 

Normal Training Class.. 30 0.83 

High School 268 2.92* 

Grammar schools 1,384 15.06 

Primary schools 7,607 81.69 



Total present enrollment in day schools »«... 9,189 100.00* 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 5 AND 18 YEARS ACCORDING- 

TO SCHOOL CENSUS, MAY, 1890. 

IstWard 2,609 5th Ward 3,100 

2d " 2,597 6th '* 1,070 

3d " , 3,297 7th " 2,44a 

4th " 2,148 8th " 4,830 

Total 22.094 

Total cost per capita on average enrollment^ $14.74 ; total ordinary 
expenses in day schools, $1323633.52; per cent, of average number 
enrolled attending, 87. 

SUMMARY. 

Total cost of day schools $184,633 52* 

Total cost of evening schools 3,834 91 

Salaries not charged to schools 3,200 00* 

Sundry other expenses not charged to schools 3,667 08- 

Total expenditures of Board of Education on current account... 145,335 51 
Expenditures on permanent account 2,500 00' 

Total $147,835 51 



SALARIES. 

During the past fiscal year two noteworthy amendments were made 
to the schedule of teachers' salaries. Prior to recent amendment^ 
teachers in the grammar department, other than head assistants, were 
paid $600 per year during the first four years of service in that 
department, and increased to $650 per year, the maximum, at the 
b^nnine of the fifth year. As the highest-grade primary assistants 
received $650 per year at once, there appeared to be an unfair discrim- 
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ioation against grammar assistants, in that they were required to serve 
four years as sudi before being entitled to a salary equal to that of the 
highest-grade primary teacher. On the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Teachers^ the Board at the regular meeting in February, 
amended the schedule as follows : That on and after April Ist, 1891, 
all assistants in the grammar department, except head assistants, who 
shall have served six months in said department, and whose success 
and efficiency shall thereupon be attested by Principals and the Super- 
intendent, shall be paid at the rate of $650 per year. The adoption of 
this rule gives to stxoessful teachers an increase in yearly salary of 
$50 three and one-half years sooner than under former schedule. As 
a large majority of the teachers in the grammar department were 
already receiving $550, having taught four or more years, the increase 
practically affected a comparatively small number who have been 
appointed more recently. 

At the same time the schedule was amended so as to provide for 
the payment of the maximum salary paid in the primary department 
($550) to kindergarten teachers who, after five years' service in that 
grade, shall have been recommended as successful by the Superinten- 
dent ; meantime the salary of kindergarten teachers during tne inter- 
vening years remains as fixed by schedule formerly adopted. 

For special explanation and comment upon the increase in salaries 
thus made, I refer you to other pages and topics of the present 
report. 

It will be noticed that the increase in salaries thus provided for is 
made dependent upon the efficiency and success of the individual 
teachers — in other words the salaries are graded, after a period of 
probation, according to success in teaching. The question here arises, 
what shall become of such teachers as fail to obtain a recommenda- 
tion — whose efficiency and success will not warrant conscientious 
approval ? It is true that the salary of such teachers would remam 
at the minimum — would not be increased ; but if some teachers are 
indeed so inefficient, so unsuccessful, as not to merit the increase of 
salary thus provided, will their services to the schools be more effec- 
tive, more valuable, at the minimum salary ? Would not the service 
of any such be dear at any price, no matter how small ? In short, 
woula their services be desirable at all in positions in which they are 
unsuccessful? To the latter question the emphatic '' iVb '' must be 
accepted as the correct answer. Somebody disposes of the main 
question in the following words: '^Grading salaries according to 
success in teaching is usually a failure, and boards of education should 
thoroughly understand what they are doing before undertaking the 
experiment. Either a teacher is or is not qualified to teach. Of 
course not all have equal abilities ; this cannot be expected ; but all 
teachers must eat and be clothed ; the best as well as the poorest. If 
it is found after sufficient time that any teacher is indifferent in 
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teaching, and inferior in government, let him (or her ?) be dropped 
and another nat in his place; but if he is retained it woald seem 
to be reasonaole that he should have as good pay as others who 
have taaght as long as he. Teaching abflity cannot be improved 
by cutting down salaries. It should be either encouragement and 
improvement or dismissal.'' 

As remarked in former reports, the compensation of female teachers 
in our schools has been increased from time to time, and on several 
occasions, until now their salaries compare quite favorable with those 
paid for similar service in other cities, except some of the largest. 
But male teachers — our Principals in general — have not been so 
fortunate. In only two or three instances, and then confined to as few 
individuals, has there been in many years even a slightly encouraging 
recc^nition of long and acceptable service through an increase in 
salary. 

I trust that I need offer no apology for entering an earnest plea for 
a fair rec(^nition of the just claims to which a principalship in these 
large schoob is entitled. The salari^ now paid are certainly very 
small when compared with those paid in similar schoob in other cities, 
insignificant, of course, in comparison with those paid for principal- 
ships in still others. It is a question of position rather than of men. 
An important position demands ability which can only be obtained 
through proper compensation. Communities willing to pay the aver- 
age compensation secure and retain the services of capable men. 



CHABA.CTEB OF APPOINTMENTS. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that all vacancies have been 
filled by the appointment of graduates of our city Normal School, 
and that we are depending exclusively upon that institution to supply 
the talent, skill, <&c., desirable in a corps of assistant teachers. That 
entire dependence should be placed on this source of supply is extremely 
questionable. Strict adherence to the policy of appointing only such 
assistants as are graduates of our local Normal Training School 
deprives our schools of the possible acquisition of the services of able 
and experienced teachers— of those who would take positions ready 
and able to take up the work effectively from the first entrance upon 
it, and with skill derived from training and experience in teaching 
already obtained elsewhere. In other words, we give the preference 
to untried and inexperienced appointees and depend entirely upon 
such to reinforce our teaching corps, awaiting the development, by 
experience and practice after appointment, of such skill as the indi- 
viaual may be capable of acquiring, and we close our class-room doors 
upon already-acquired skill and experience gained elsewhere. It 
must be evident that, while protecting the interests of our home grad- 
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• 

uateSy this policy deprives oar schools of the services of not a few- 
talented teachers who have merited standing in the profession else- 
where. I am aware that a similar custom prevails in me appointment 
of teachers in other cities having Normal Training Schools; bat 
almost invariably the reports of Saperintendents comment npon the 
manifest disadvantage to schools of the practical exclusion from 
appointment of superior teachers of experience and skill in special 
instances — t. e. when the local supply does not at the time meet the 
demand for skill. A community so rich in talent as to require no aid 
from beyond its local boundaries — which has facilities for the produc- 
tion and duplication in every instance of the best produced elsewhere — 
does not exist anywhere. It is improbable, not to say impossible^ 
that from the available local supply a sufficient number of those who 
possess genius or aptitude can |]« had, and hence if not occasionally 
supplemented from other sources the efficiency of the corps must 
gradually but surely degenerate^ and the character and quality of the 
iDstructiou deteriorate accordingly. 

While we can boast of as many bright young teachers in propor- 
tion to the numbers trained in our normal department as are pro- 
duced under similar instruction anywhere^ the number of such is not 
sufficient to meet reasonable demands for teaching talent. Especially 
is this the fact when discrimination is not strictly exercised in the 
selection from the available number of only those who are the best a 
practical " survival of the fittest. " 



GBAMMAB AND PBIMABY SCHOOLS. 

Owing to circumstances beyond my control, the revised course of 
study mentioned in former report was not put into effect at the time 
expected, and these schools have continued their work under the 
former course. Lack of funds to the credit of the printing account 
was the principal cause of delay in the promulgation of the revised 
course. It is now probable that it will be printed and introduced at 
the beginning of the school year in September next. 

The result of the examinations of the schools during the past year 
shows substantial progress, especially in thoroughness of instruction. 
Especial pains have been taken to insist upon and impress the import- 
ance of solid work, and that no opportunity should be lost to give it 
that practical direction so necessary to those whose school time is 
limited to a few short years. It is very important that each grade 
shall perform its work so well that time shall not have to be taken to 
do the work of a lower grade in a higher one, thus throwing a burden 
upon succeeding classes. Care has been observed in promoting pupils, 
and a greater proportion of well-prepared pupils only have passed 
from grade to grade, the beneficial effSBcts of whidh are being felt in 
higher grade classes. 
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Less than three per oent. of our pupils are enrolled in the High 
School^ only about fifteen per cent, of them are to be found in the 
grammar mules, while eighty-two per cent, of all are enrolled in the 
primary department. From this it appears that an overwhelming^ 
majority of the people whose votes and influence are to direct our 
future local government are, through force of circumstances, restricted 
to the primary and grammar grades for their education ; and, as has 
been said in the report of your Committee on Teachers, '^ Here, there- 
fore, is an urgent appeal to those who direct educational affairs to 
appoint well-qualified and efficient teachers to these grades, and to 
retain no teacher for her own benefit when that benefit is inconsistent 
with the educational interests of a class of pupils." Truly the broadest 
charity should be exercised here. The stern necessities of life compel 
hundreds of early withdrawals from school, and hence every effort to 
secure efficient, intelligent teachers, and to secure thoroughness of in- 
struction in the grammar and primary grades, should be sustained. 

'^Go home and prepare your lessons and then return to school and 
recite them" is a requirement that has been honored too long. Believ- 
ing that much of the study and preparation of lessons should be had 
at school, ulider the active and intelligent guidance of the teacher, and 
that the preparation or study is not less important than the recitation,, 
your Committee on Teachers recommended that pupils shall not be 
required to study more than one lesson per day at home. It is con- 
fidently believed that the progress of pupils will be more rapid, cer- 
tainly more satisfisictory, in having the personal supervision and 
direction of their teachers during the vital process, the gleaning of 
correct impressions and ideas from the printed page. And besides, if 
five hours of vigorous work per day is performed in school, the pupil 
need not — should not — be required to do much more out of school. 



KINDEBGABTEN NEEDS. 

I desire to renew the recommendation made in my last annual re- 
port, that a trained kindergartener be employed to give at least one 
bourns instruction per week to the Normal Training Class. If the 
kindergarten feature in our primary instruction is to be fostered— and 
it should be — we must have the services of teachers who have bad 
opportunity to become qualified to an extent sufficient to justify their 
appointment to kindergarten classes. This is a question the impor- 
tance of which merits favorable consideration at a very early moment. 
Soon we shall be compelled to practically abandon kindergarten in- 
struction unless the Normal Class can be caused to supply teachers 
fairly fitted to perform this special work. Already some of our most 
skillful kindergarten teachers have accepted promotion to higher 
grade teaching and higher salary. Unless, therefore, we train our 
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graduates for this work^ or secare the servioes of others trained else- 
where, and pay to such salaries thai will justify their remaining in their 
Mndergarten dasseSy the kindergarten must suffer and languish from 
insufficient nourishment and care. 

Since the foregoing was written the Board of Education has adopted 
a resolution increasing the salaries of the kindergarten teachers after 
£ve years^ successful service, to be attested by the Superintendent, to 
the maximum salary ($650) paid in the primary department. This 
is a most commendable measure, and makes it more than ever desirable 
that graduates of the Normal Training School should be specially in- 
structed in kinder^rten methods, and that only such ccraduates or 
other persons as ha^ undergone a course of training in lindergarten 
work should be appointed to conduct kindergarten classes. The 
Board certainly cannot intend to offer such positions with increased 
salary to those unqualified for the service required, and it is not 
reasonable to suppose that it is intended to appoint unqualified per- 
sons and await the acquisition on their part of skill, which is a neces- 
sary factor at the beginning. I earnestly recommend that the Normal 
dlass of the next school year, together with such of the class of the 

E resent year as desire it, shall be given instruction and practice in 
indergarten methods and teaching ; and furthermore, that neither a 
graduate of the Normal Class nor other person shall hereafter be ap- 
pointed as teacher of a kindergarten class unless duly licensed for the 
purpose by the Board of Examiners. As the kindergarten has special 
need of competent teachers not less than the primary, the grammar, 
or the High School department, for each of which certificates are 
awarded to properly-qualified persons, it follows logicallv that there 
should be applied an equally satisfactory test of a t^hers fitness for 
service in the former. 



PROMOTIONS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

In June last the usual second term or annual examination of the 
schools was held, and in all grades there was a noticeable and gratify- 
ing improvement in the scholarship of the pupils. It was apparent 
that both pupils and teachers had made efforts to accomplish the work 
of the various grades as thoroughly as possible. It seemed to have 
been realized that nothiog short of painstaking work would be allowed 
to result in the advancement to higher grades, and this impression, 
once fixed, bore legitimate fruit — i. e. greater proficiency in the studies 
pursued, as indicated by the records of examination. 

The examination of the candidates from the highest grammar grades 
for admission to the High School was conducted in the assembly-room 
of the High School under the personal supervision of the Superin- 
tendent, who was ably assisted by the head assistants of all the gram- 
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mar schools. The questions had all been carefully prepared by the 
Superintendent and were designed to make as thorough and as reason- 
able a test of the results of grammar school instruction as could be 
made through the instrumentality of a formal examination. The 
scope and dimculty of the examination may be estimated upon a perusal 
of the questions proposed and which are appended. 

It will be recollected that special effort was made during the year 
preceding this examination to cause it to be distinctly understood 
that pupils must be well qualified to enter the High School^ and that 
only those who, by effort sufficient to accomplish the work of the 
grammar schools, were found to be prepared would be advanced. 
At the examination preceding (June, 1889) many of the candidates 
were consequently rejected, not being prepared to take up the studies 
of a more advanced course, with the consequent dropping of studies* 
in which proficiency had not been fairly-well attained. It is not 
improbable that this fact proved to be the stimulus required, for, on 
the completion of the examination in June last, it was found that of 
one hundred and seventy-three candidates only seven failed to qualify, 
and one hundred and sixty-six passed successfully. 

Greater care had been exercised in the promotion of pupils in the 
grammar grades, and consequently those entering the highest grades- 
were better prepared to perform the work and to accomplish it satis- 
factorily. 

In referring to the failure of so large a number of candidates at 
the examination of the preceding year, (1889), I took occasion to- 
make the following comment: '^Although the failure to pass was a 
grievous disappointment to some of the pupils and to their parents, yet 
it would have been a moral wrong to advance these unprepared pupils,, 
and I do not doubt that all concerned will have reason to rejoice that 
although failure was for the moment unpleasant, the ultimate outcome 
was the desired proficiency and success rather than further discourage- 
ment and failure after entering the High School." I am glad to &ay 
that pupils who previously failed have, at the last examination, 
acquitted themselves with great credit, and both they and their parents- 
freely acknowledge the greater advantage for further progress arising, 
from preparedness to take the next step. 



HIGH SCHOOL. 

A revision of the course of study for the High School has been* 
made which adds arithmetic and penmanship — subjects which here- 
tofore received no stated attention in that school. In other ways the 
course has been made more practical. It will require that more time- 
be given to what may be called essential subjects which require the 
direct services and guidance of a teacher, and less time in school to- 
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those subjects which, while desirable as tending to increase the general 
intelligenee and cultivation of the pupil, are nevertheless of a nature 
that does not absolutely demand an equal amount of direct teaching 
time — school time — but can readily be pursued in spare moments by 
all who have a taste for historical reading and purely literary recrea- 
tion. School time is too short and too precious to be occupied in any 
subject that can be pursued at leisure out of school, especially so when 
other subjects which cannot be so well pursued in that way demand 
attention because essential. 

It is quite impossible to so extend a course of study as to embrace 
all the special requirements of every individual in the community. 
The number of subjects to be taught would require several varying 
courses of instruction and a greatly increased teaching corps to present 
them. It is not the province of the public school to provide instruc- 
tion in every different specialty which a multitude of individuals may 
intend to pursue as an avocation ; but it is, or should be, the mission 
of the public school to present instruction in those branoheB which 
are generally useful to all persons in all avocations, and which each 
needs, no matter what special line of occupation he may in future be 
called to pursue — such subjects as are essential in making a man fairly 
intelligent, and a speaking acquaintance with which he can secure, no 
matter what his special pursuit This is what I understand to be a 
practical education in the school sense. It is that kind of education 
which the great majority of the people of this city require and demand 
for their children, and which alone they have time for before being 
compelled to assist in earning a livelihood. On the other hand, a 
comparative few claim that our High School should have a curri- 
culum which will prepare students for admission to college, and there- 
fore they urge that our High School course should embrace the 
classics — Latin, Greek, &c — and they point to the fsict that many 
city High Schools include these in their courses of study, and hence, 
that we are '^behind the times" in not presenting all the advantages 
for a prospective liberal or college course to be pursued, if desired by 
any, on graduation from the High School. Such are the demands of 
the great majority and of the small minority. Now, to accommodate 
these varying demands several courses of instruction would be neces- 
sary, each taking almost or quite the whole time of the pupil who 
elects it, and necessitating an increased corps of instructors to meet 
the requirements of the extended round of subjects. This implies 
increased revenue, increased expenditure — an expenditure which the 
minority could not supply and which the majority is not at present 
willing to provide for the benefit of the few. 

As the Board is at present unable to provide the means reqjiired to 
establish the proposed ^'Business Course '' in the High Sdiool, which 
would include some of the more practical subjects of the present 
course, together with bookkeeping, penmanship, business forms and 
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commercial law, oovering a period of two years — thus providing a 
coarse which would be almost equally valuable to the sexes, and 
•diverting some or many of the girls from the Normal Class which is 
now over-supplying us with teachers — ^it has been deemed best to 
revise the course that has been pursued for some time, a course which 
was neither well calculated to fit students with knowledge required in 
ordinary avocations nor to prepare them for admission to college, 
and to arrange it to meet the wants of the students until such time as 
the Board can meet the demands of two courses, a general course and 
a business coarse. With this in view, arithmetic and penmanship 
have been added to the course of study at present pursued in the 
High School, it being evident that but few, if any, of the students 
are so proficient in these subjects on entering the school as to warrant 
their discontinuance. 

On various occasions I have recommended and urged the adoption 
of a business or commercial course of instruction for the High School 
(see annual report for 1889-90), and expected to have the pleasure to 
witness the accomplishment of this important and desirable measure 
on the re-opening of the schools in September last ; but, for reasons 
elsewhere mentioned, the finances of the Board were in such condi- 
tion as to preclude the. practicability of instituting the course at the 
time. It gives me great satisfaction to record the fact that since the 
first paragraph under this caption was written, the Board of Educa- 
tion has adopted the following recommendation of the Committee on 
Teachers, viz. : ^^ In view of the fact that character and capacity are 
to be obtained through the pursuit of studies that will help those who 
expect to enter upon the onlinary avocations of the world as well as 
through subjects that do not have a direct bearing upon business em- 

floyments, it becomes desirable to so shape courses of instruction in 
[igh Schools that they may specialize towards practical ends and 
needs. High Schools in many oi the larger cities have opened their 
doors to the increasing popular demand for training that shall be use- 
ful to the graduate in whatever business avocation he may subse- 
quently choose — ^a training which has heretofore been possible only 
to those who could afford to seek it in schools where high tuition is 
charged. 

^* In order, therefore, to increase the efficiency of the school system 
of this city, it is desirable that a business or commercial course of 
instruction be instituted in our High School in addition to the 
general course pursued at present ; and your committee recommends 
that on its requisition the Committee on Erection, Repairs and Furni- 
ture have the necessary rooms in the High School fitted with appro- 
priate furniture and appliances, and that the Committee on Books 
and Stationery be in like manner required to procure such text-books, 
stationer,, <sS.,as may be required^n the p^ursuit of a commercial 
course of instruction. It is further recommended that the Committee 
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on Teachers be empowered to employ a properly- qualified teadiar to 
conduct the instruction, subject to the approval of the Board/' 

It is probable that the necessary arrangements will be made before 
the beginning of the next school year, and that a commercial course 
in the High School will be inaugurated at the opening of the schools 
in September next, possibly before that date if drcumstanoes will 
admit it. 

NOBMAL TRAI19IKG CLASS. 

The instruction in this department has progressed quite as fieivor- 
ably as during former years. 

The faithful, painstaking and able efforts of the teacher of this 
Training Class, Miss M. D. Grail, merit the highest commendation. 
Her efforts have been supplemented by the thorough and practical 
methods pursued by Professor White, whose instruction in psyoholoey 
has been moet Wand beneficial. V»y -& 

It will in no wise detract from the credit due these able instmctois 
to express the opinion that the system which requires the entire round 
of instruction to be performed mainly by a sinele teacher is not the 
best, and should not be expected to produce me bes) results. The 
instruction to be given in this training department is so important 
to the schools that its various subjects should be presented and im- 
pressed by the instructors each especially expert in the subject as- 
signed to him. It is required here that methodology in application 
to each of the subjects of the course of study for the primary and 
grammar schools, especially the former, shall be taught ; that school 
mana^ment and discipline shall receive, theoretically at least, the 
consideration which their importance demands ; that the history and 
philosophy of education — mental science — shall be so presented, ex- 
emplified and studied that they may be of practical value in the 
work of the class-room. It would be unjust and unreasonable to 
expect that one or two instructors should accomplish in a single year 
in a city Normal Training School all that a numerous corps of in- 
structors in a State institution should accomplish in a course of two 
or three years^ instruction. Our Normal Training School is yearly ac- 
complishing as much as should be expected under the present system. 

In the matter of the management and discipline of pupils, the 
students of the average Normal School are given theories and princi- 
ples which cannot usually be applied and tested practically during the 
course of normal instruction. The small classes of little children 
already well disciplined, which are called to the normal class-room for 
the exemplification of methods in primary teaching, afford the normal 
student but little actual experience in class management — absolutely 
none in the exercise of the disciplinary &culty. It is bat seldom that 
a course of normal training is so arranged as to admit of the actual 
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ions which will oon front the normal giaduate on taking charge 
slass as its teacher^ and hence this vital function of management 
liscipline must await exercise and test after graduation and 
Qtment. Under such conditions, we should not expect that the 
r and immature teacher will invariably exhibit the tact and 
ncy of cetain teachers who have had long practice and experience, 
atter what the theoretical training, practice and experience in the 
ities of the class-room cannot be left out of the account in 
ig up the sum total which constitutes an effective teacher. Even 
h highly endowed with natural aptitude for teaching and man- 
mt, the young teacher has much to learn through the medium of 
ience. Much, then, remains to be learned after undertaking the 
, and at the outset perfection should not be expected in the 
B. Suggestion, advice, and direction are greatly needed by these 
; teachers after they are given charge of classes, and their ultimate 
IS or failure will depend in no inconsiderable extent upon the 

which animates the Principals of the schools to which they are 
led. It is certainly not unreasonable to expect that every pos- 
issistance will be given by those whose chief duty it is, not being 
led to class teaching, to personally supervise the work in all their 
rooms, giving reasonable aid where it is most needed. If, after 

becomes evident that the temporary appointee canilot become a 
sful teacher, recommendation of the candidate for permanent 
Qtment should not be made. 



RAHWAY. 



Elihu B. Silvebs, Supsbiktendent. 



JS. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent: 

e schools under my supervision have had an unusually successful 
The recent addition of High School classes has given universal 
iction and proved the means of keeping many from seeking ad- 
d advantages elsewhere. Our grade has been advanced to the 
'j of admission of both the State Normal School and the require- 
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meats of the State Scholarship ; farther thaa this we do not at this 
time expect to go. ' The recent introdaction, on a firm basis, of a sys- 
tematic kindergarten department in most of oar schools is a sacoees, 
the teachers being gradaates of oar State Normal School. This plan 
of commnnicating knowledge, in my opinion, is well fitted to all^ 
even the most advanced departments. The sanitary condition of our 
school baildings receives especial attention. The general phjrsical 
condition of the papils is not neglected, and the light is so arranged 
that their vision is not impaired. These essentials in the olden time 
have not recdved proper attention. ^ The Board of Education is a 
painstaking body, acting harmonioasly and generoasly. 



MANUAL TRAINING. 



GARFIELD. 

. 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

e children are instructed in manual training from their entrance 
tool through all the grades of the primary and grammar depart- 
I. The work consists of various kindergarten emoloyments 
t by a trained teacher, and mechanical and free-hand drawing, 
instructive work and moulding going along with this, 
lave the honor to submit the following report of the funds for 
al training, for the school year ending August 31st, 1891. 



BECEIPTS. 

ict tax $500 00 

State Comptroller 600 00 

DISBUBSEMENTS. 

alaries and materials $604 50 

ice in hands of Collector 396 50 



HOBOKEN. 

e Hon. E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

;a.b Sib — This Board, in accordance with the requirements of the 
1881, for the establishment of industrial education, under which 
is Board is constituted, has the honor to submit its fourth annual 
b. 

ere are but few changes in our work from year to year, and yet 
hanges that are made are, we affirm, always on the lines of pro- 

(99) 
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gress and advanoement. Our very limited resoaroes hamper us greatly^ 
and the inadequate spaoe that it is^ at present, possible for us to give 
to the wood-workine is embarrassing to the full efficiencj of this 
department. Indeed^ it is only just to our excellent corps of teachers 
that we should report the necessity that has developed daring the 
past two years, for a suitable manual training college baUding, one 
in which each department should have ample space for all its require- 
ments, independent of all other branches. We are oocupying four 
fairly large rooms in the building known as the ^^ Martha Institute.^' 
The situation of the building is a good one because it is in 'about the 
center of the city, and as convenient of access from the schools in the 
northern as from the schools in the southern part of Hoboken, but 
the building itself is old, indifferently constructed, and poorly venti^ 
lated. If we should occupy all the room really needed tor our work^ 
including our sewing department, which is now carried on in the public 
school buildings, the rent alone would equal the interest on $30,000. 
How to obtain a suitable manual training coU^ building is now a 
problem which must soon be solved. 

We have five teachers and an assistant. The wood- carving and 
clay-modeling have heretofore been in one d^iartment, and taught by 
one instructor, but in September these branches were made separate 
departments and an assistant was given to the newly-appointed 
modeling teacher. By this means, and by increasing the duties of 
the sewing teacher, several additional classes in the public schools 
have been allowed the benefit of manual training. 

To fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of our instructor b 
wood- working, Mr. E. M. Healy, who accepted a similar position in* 
the Trenton Model School, the Board appointed Mr. J. S. Bloomer,, 
whose work forestalls any retrogression in this branch of our training. 

Provision has been made for occasional class visits to other indus- 
trial institutions, the Board recognizing the benefits that will be 
derived by the pupils from these very practical " tours of inspection.'^ 

From the annual reports of our teachers we quote portions (given 
below) which bear upon that part of our training which is of genera) 
interest. 



WOOD-CARVING AND CLAY- MODELING — MISS JEANNBTTE PALEN. 

^^ The result of the past year's work in this department (so &r a» 
we can see^, has been of value, not alone in the training of the eye 
and hand, out in the development of the mind of the child, who- 
comes to the class without any idea of form, or thought of the beauti- 
ful around him. 

^^ By the use of the type forms, sphere, cube, &c., he learns to think 
of the form, and to compare it with natural objects. 



HOBOKEN. 101 

^' This trains his eye, while with his mind he directs his hand, and 
in that way thought is developed^ which is one of the chief objects of 
oar instmotion, and inculcates orderly and quiet habits^ to aevelop 
industry and perseverance^ and above all, love for work of all kinds. 

** It is this development ofKnterest in the carving or modeling, and 
love for the work, that changes, in many cases, boys who come into 
the class boisterous and thoroughly disorderly into quiet, persevering 
"* workmen/ They learn that they can do something of comparative 
oaefblnesB with their own hands for which thev are personally respon- 
49ible and that success does not depend upon doing many thines, but 
upon doing everything as earefuMy and thoroughly as possible, and 
only he who observes £e small things and uses his eyes to see all that 
there is to be seen around him can become a valuable workman. 

'^ To learn what profit a boy has derived from his study, a piece of 
•clay is given him and his imagination and memory are allowed free 
ecope. Some will model a yacht, full rigged, while others develop 
«ome other model that pleases their fancy. 

^^ The interest in the carving has been carried into many homes, 
where tools have been provided for the boys, and all of the spare hours 
utilized by carving, when out of school. 

'^ Many encouraging words came from educators (who visited our 
exhibition in May) in respect to the real progress made in the work. 

'^ The changes that have been made by the fitting and arranging in 
a thorough manner a new room for carving, as well as remodeling 
with new benches the old room for modeling, add much to the facility 
and usefulness of the department." 



DOMESTIC ECONOMY — MISS E. HUGEB. 

'^ The general attendance during the year has been better than here- 
tofore and the work done by all of the classes excelled that of pre- 
vious years, due much to the fact that many of the girls had profited 
by having had older sisters in the classes that preceded them, thereby 
inoidentaily showing a practical result of our instruction. 

'^ The course is arranged so as to cultivate judgment in the quality 
of the materials, in order to be able to select the best. Though the 
variety be limited and the quantity small, good quality of material is 
the first principle of culinary economy. 

''Were the time longer and the hours such as to permit of little 
exfieditions to the market in selecting the supplies, the time could be 
used very profitably, and yet our meat-charts supply this demand 
fairly well. 

''After the cooking of water, follows the lessons of the effect of heat 
upon meat and starchy foods, then soups, stews and several varieties 
of bread and biscuits are made by the children. 
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^' Some simple chemical experiments are given in connection with 
the practical work, to awaken interest and thought^ and certainly the 
chiloren think^ deliberate and reason better for having this branch oi 
the work. 

'^ Encoaragement from parents is an iidportant factor in this depart- 
ment and it will be foana that ^ home practice ' will keep the pnpils 
in 'good heart' in spite of the inevitable mistakes, failores and iisr 
appointments attendimt apon employment of this nature. The sense 
of discooragement is sare to be forgotten when patient effort is at last 
crowned with success, and a naturaJ pride is displayed by the young 
cook, after several unsuccessful trials, when a specimen of cookery 
worthy of experienced and older heads is produced. 

'^ Perfect order and cleanliness prevail in the little kitchens. Waste- 
fulness is especially guarded against and the utmost painstaking in- 
sisted upon in the care of all supplies, materials and utensils. 

" The best exhibition of our work can be seen daily in the dass- 
room, and parents are urged to come often and are always welcome.'^ 



WOOD-WOKKIKG — E. M. HEALT. 

^' The attendance in my department, while beine fiur, might have 
been greatly improved if the standing of the pupils were affected in 
their weekly school reports. 

" The pupils never flagged in their interest from the beginning, 
but they rather seemed to imbibe the spirit of industry as their work 
progressed, and when the time came for the summer closing they laid 
the tools down with manifest regret 

'' I trust that I may be permitted to say that eight months have 
proved inadequate for the pursuit of the subjects taueht in this de- 
partment, and the two months which you have detemuned to add in 
the future to each year's course will be of inestimable valae to both 
teachers and pupils. 

'' In severing my connection with your college I wish to express 
my appreciation of the kindly aid and cordial consideration which I 
have ever received from the Board of Trustees. 

'* My interest in your college will go with me to my new field, 
with the wish that it may continue to grow and its scope of usefulness 



increase," 



SSWINQ — MBS. DAVID E. BUE. 



'*That the art of sewing is an indispensable element in a girl'S' 
Qiluoation is universally admitted. 

*' That this branch of instruction is appreciated it is only necesearj 
to ask the girls employed with their needles if they 4ike their work' 
anil an emphatic affirmative answer will always be given. 
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** That it has awakened an interest in the parents is known by the 
man J words of commendation from them ; and they have testified to 
the excellent results shown in their homes. 

^^ Several of the girls who have completed the coarse have fouod 
steady and remmierative employment owing to their skill with the 
needle. The tendency to drop tmt of the regular school eonrse before 
the end of the year has been decidedly checked, as the girls are 
anxions to remain and finish their course in sewing. 

'^ The classes beginning to sew are taught how to wear and use the 
thimble, to measure the thread, thread the needle and the proper use 
of all the implements in eewing. The neatness and exactness of the 
first stitches taught enable the girl to master those that are more 
difficult as she is advanced. 

*' Part of the work done by the classes was placed upon exhibition 
near the close of the school year. This gave each pupil an oppor- 
tunity to show some specimen of her work to those most interested, 
and this natural pride in work performed is an incentive to improve 
in future efibrt. 

''The arrangement of the various sewing models shown on exhibit 
tion was such as to permit an intelligent study of the method pur- 
sued, and covered all grades, from the lowest to the highest. The 
practical skill of each pupil was shown and elicited much praise from 
parents and friends who were present.'^ 

The exhibit of our work in the several departments, which was 
given on the 16th and 16th of May, in the large hall of the Institute 
Building, has been referred to above, and it is proper that we should 
speak 01 it more particularly. Unfortunately we have no record of 
the exact numbers of those who attended the exhibit, but we know 
that there were above 6,000 children, including a thousand or more 
who came from Jersey City, West Hoboken, Union Hill and North 
Bergen, and but for the storm which prevailed during both days we 
should not have been able to accommodate the throngs of people who 
thus manifested their interest in our industrial education. This in- 
terest is constantly increasing among all classes of people. 

While the large hall contained the chief exhibit, the class-rooms 
were thrown open and classes were at work, giving a practical idea of 
the instruction. 

Many of our visitors, indeed a very large portion, were from neigh- 
boring cities and interested in other industrial schools. We are still 
in constant receipt of letters from different parts of the county, mak- 
ing inquiry about our methods, and this has led us to contemplate 
issuing a simple '' Primer'^ of our own manual training. 

In r^ard to the practical results of our work as shown in this 
annual exhibit we beg leave to quote from the report made by one of 
the Faculty of an Institute of Manual Training in a neighboring city, 
and published in the ''New York Evening Post,'' May 22d, 1891. 
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^' The exhibition of a year's work in sewing, dooking, olay-model- 
iog, wood-oarving and joinery from the public schools of Hoboken, 
which was held on Friday and Saturday last in that city, was a show- 
ing of much interest to many people. The instruction in manual 
training is not directly in the hands of the dty authorities, but is con- 
trolled oy a Board of Trustees, who have brought together a small but 
earnest and efficient band of teachers and who guarantee all the 
expenses. The actual funds are, however, in great part, if not 
entirely, derived from city and State grants. The work is carried on 
in a building apart from the schools, in which well-equipped, bat 
small and cramped, work-rooms are fitted up. The time occupied in 
passing to and from the work reduces the very limited amount given 
to the subjects. 

'' The course in sewine, which is given in the last five classes of 
the grammar school, begms with outline-running, stitdiing of geo- 
metric and free- hand figures, and then extends through a series of 
well-graded exercises in overhanding, hemming, felling, sewing on 
buttons, making button-holes, gussets, &c. The specimens of darning 
on stockinet and cashmere were exceedingly well done, and some very 
neat patching on striped calico was shown. The course ends with 
some simple work in embroidery. All the exercises use but little 
material, and no elaborate finished pieces are attempted. Practice in 
paper-cutting and folding is introauced into the course in order to 
teach proper methods of cutting and of using the scissors, and also as 
affording an opportunity for instruction in the proper combination 
ot colors. 

'^ Cooking is taken in the upper three classes for an hour and a half 
a week, and the tempting array of practical results Beesk on Saturday 
testifies to the thoroughness and excellence of the instruction. The 
many specimens of bread, soups, jellies and cooked meats certainly 
appeared to be in every way what they should be. It was evident 
that the endeavor had been to give a training of direct service in 
homes of moderate circumstances. Particular study had been given 
to the saving of things that are commonly wasted, and a num^ of 
Houps and other dishes were shown made from odds and ends not 
generally so used. A quantity of soap has also been made by the 
pupils from the grease left over from the lessons. The pupils have 
Uie entire charge of the kitchen, which is a model of neatness and 
ortler, and in every case clean and put away their own utensils. 
They are taught the washing of dishes and the care of towels. To 
bring, ho far as possible, an intelligent appreciation of the subject, 
iuHtruetiou is given to the classes in the simple fiuHs of digestion and 
the cliemintry of foods. 

'' lu the fourth class the boys practice day-modeling for one hoar 
ami a half a week. This is their first manual work. The exercises 
begin with the making of the type solids and the familiar appearance 
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of then forms in natare, and end with simple work from a cast. 
The results are, of coarse, cmde in execution, as is inevitable with 
eleven-year-old pupils, but show a good foundation in form perception, 
and the practice is a preparation for further hand-work. Wood- 
carving is practiced during the next year, in an admirably-graded 
series of lessons. The later exercises m this work showed in many 
<»ses a surprising deeree of artistic feeling, and throughout the 
coarse a very broid ana free treatment was noticed. 

'< The exercises in joinery, which occupy two and one-half hours a 
week in the second class, resulted in a most interesting collection. 
The average age of the boys in this class is thirteen years and the 
course presents a very happy illustration of well-adapted and well- 
graded exercises. After the first simple exercises in sawing and 
planing, a series of joints are made, running from the simple half lap 
to the single dovetail. All of the pieces are small and consume but 
little time and material, while the neatness and accuracy with which 
they are made show that they are well within the growing capacities 
of the pupils. At the end of the year one month is devoted to con- 
structive pieces which illustrate the application of the elements pre- 
viously covered. The articles exhibited comprised many small models 
of tables, stools, bootjacks, easels, sleds and doors. 

'^Altogether the exhibition showed a most efficient year's work, and 
considering the small amount of time given to the practice, reflects 
great credit upon the ability and devotion of the instructors. These 
teachers, who have been in most cases specially trained for the work, 
have evidently studied the best practice in their different lines and 
availed themselves of the latest thought on the subject. 

'^ Compared with these well-arran^sd courses, the work of the New 
York public schools exhibited last year at the Teachers' Bazaar fair, 
was mere trash, and can hardly be classed in the same cat^ory. In 
Eulaptation to purpose, in economy of material and in the character of 
the work, the Hoboken exhibition was a success where the other was 
El lamentable failure." 

We append the report of our Treasurer, and trust that the practical 
work of this Board and its economic management of the limited funds 
It our disposal, will commend themselves to your judgment. 

Hoboken, N. J., December 2d, 1891. 

To the Board of Trustees New Jersey Industrial JEduecUion, (My of 
Hoboken: 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the funds of the 
Board for the year ending December 2d, 1891 : 
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BECEIPTB. 

To balance on hand November Ist, 1890 $2,164 7» 

'' Bute Comptroller, appropriation 1890.... $2,000 00 
" Mayor and Council of Hoboken, 1890.... 2,000 00 

*^ Interest on deposits 110 61 

4,110 61 

16,275 3» 

DISBUBSBMENTS. 

t 

By salaries and materials $3,602 13^ 

" tools and fixtures 50 00 

'' rents, stationery and sundries 616 66 

«* balance 2,006 60 

$6,276 3» 

ASSETS. 

On deposit with Hudson Trust and Saving Institution, 

interest $1,000 00 

** deposit with Savings Bank 10 00 

In cttsh 966 60 

•* outstanding bills. 30 00 

Value of tools and fixtures. 1,000 OO 

$3,012 60 

UABIUTIEB. 

Re^pecUullv submitted, 

T. H. McCANN, 



MORRISTOWN. 



Dkak $i« — 1 hav^ lh« hoDor to muHmh I w ew idi m lepoct of the^ 
wvvrk \k>iie iu nvmual inunin^ br thi^ M ot ii alo wB wAooIb during the- 

Fiti$t. Ki^Ur wvvrk vlunn^ ;$c1kx>I hocus haB bcei done under the 
(m)wrvWiv>n v>f vHir i^.wvIWai t«iftchi(r. Mm Vsb Hovb, in drawiog,. 
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modeling in claj, weavingi &c., during the whole school year. Thi& 
work and its results have been most satisfactory to the Board of 
Education and to the parents of the children instructed. This work 
has been done for many years, but we propose to enlarge it during the 
coming year, and to make it an integral part of the manual training 
system. 

Second. In sewing, needlework and cutting, very efficient work 
has been done by the two teachers employed for the purpose. Tbis- 
instruction is given on Saturdays; the scholars are divided into graded 
classes and systematically taught. Progress in this branch has been 
very satisfactory. Number of pupils, eighty. 

Third. The wood-working department is also conducted on Satur- 
days, in a building especially prepared for it. Although attendance 
is entirely voluntary very good work has been done, but the number 
reached and benefited is smaller than in the other departments, and 
therefore, not so satisfactory to the Board. The teacher is from the 
New York Training School, Mr. Hall by name, and is a very compe- 
tent instructor. 

Fourth. Systematic instruction in cooking has also been given to- 
volunteer classes on Saturdays. In this department as in the preced- 
ing, the numbers reached have not been as large as we could wish. 

In May last an exhibition of work in all these departments was 
made in the assembly-room of the Maple Street School. A great 
many visited it and expressed satisfaction with the introduction oi the 
system as a part of regular school duties. 

The following report of expenses is submitted : 

The amount due from the State for 1889-90 was not received until 
October, 1890, and therefore the report includes State appropriations 
for two years. 

TBEASUBEB^S BEPOBT. 

Balance August 31st, 1890 $74 08 

October 3 let, 1890. State appropriation 300 00^ 

January 15th, 1891. Voluntary subscriptions 75 00 

March 26th, 1891. State appropriation 300 OO 

July Ist, 1891. Tax— Special 225 00 

"$974 08 

DISBUBSEMENTS. 

For supplies $47 8& 

" janitors 44 75 

" teachers 561 99 

$654 49- 
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August Slsty 1891. Balance on hand ! $319 49 

We also have on band a very complete plant for cooking, wood- 
^workingy sewing and ontting, drawing and modeling. 



ORANGE. 



JETon. E, 0. Chapman f State Superintendent: 

The results of the work in manual training in the public schools of 
this city for the past year have been very satisfactory. Instruction 
has been given by the special and the class teachers under the various 
heads of the kindergarten occupation in the primary grades — the 
•clay-modeling, drawing, sewing, carpentry and domestic economy — in 
the more advanced classes. The more firmly this branch of instruc- 
tion becomes established as a part of the curriculum in oar schools, 
the more clearly is its importance shown. The training of the power 
of observation, the necessity of concentration of thought and strict at- 
tention to the matter in hand, the constant demand for carefulness 
and accurate adjustment, the need of exercising judgment and fore- 
sight for the accomplishment of required results, and the develop- 
ment of the consciousness of power are some of the strongest argu- 
ments in favor of manual training. 

All the pupils in our schools have received instruction in some 
form of the manual methods, according to the grade in which they 
were enrolled. Some changes must now be made in the High School. 
When manual training was made a part of the course of study three 
years ago, the pupils of the High School and of the grammar grades 
began carpentry and sewing at the same time, wit£ the same ele- 
mentary lessons. The older pupils advanced more rapidly than the 
others, and the required amount of work has now been completed by 
some of the classes. There will be no need of continuing the instruc- 
tion in their case, unless special lessons are arranged for them. 

Specimens of the daily work of the various grades and schools were 
sent to the exhibit at Trenton, at the meeting of the State Associa- 
tion of Teachers, in December last. 
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FINANCIAL. 



The sum of $1,800 was appropriated by the city in 1890 for the 
support of manusd training, and a like amount was received from the 
State. The expenditures were as follows : 

Teachers' salaries $2,312 00 

Janitor 160 00 

Repairs 65 48 

SuppUes 240 67 

Trenton exhibit 25 33 

Bent and steam heat 625 00 



$3,418 48 



PASSAIC. 



Son. E. 0. Chapnum, State Superintendent: 

Deab Sib — In accordance with the requirements of the statute- 
establishing manual training in the pubhc schools, the Board of 
Education of Passaic City hereby report the work done last year. 

1. Drawing* — ^A graduate of Cooper Institute was secured, who 
took charge of all the drawing exercises in the primary and grammar 
grades. Correct methods were followed. Geometrical models were 
secured for aU the schools, and the pupils were required to work in 
aocordance with the laws of perspective. 

II. Making, — 1. In the lower primary grades kindergarten exer- 
cises were conducted by a lady, who was secured by the Board for 
this special purpose — ^a graduate of the Training School, at No. 9 
University Place, New York. In the more advanced giades were 
instituted paper-folding, weaving, parquetry, paper-cutting, day- 
modeling and sewing. Object — Training in form. 

2. In the grammar grades were instituted studies in paper-cutting,, 
pattern-making and clay-modeling. Object — Constructions leading; 
to working drawings. 
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III. Exhibits. — We carried an exhibit of our work to Trenton in 
December last, during the meeting of the State Association. 

lY. On the first to third days of June there was a home exhibit, 
given in the City Hall. Four or five hundred adults, and hundreds 
of children visited this. It met with approval. Gt)od was done, in 
that the different teachers and pupils could see what was being done 
in other schools than their own. 

The City Council were enabled, without going to the several 
schools, to inspect samples of the work. 

Instead of $e500, as last year, the City Council have this year 
YOted $600 for manual training. 

The work may be considered as fairly and firmly established here. 
The wheels of progress will not go backward. 



PATERSON. 



Hon, E, 0. Chapman, State Superintendent : 

Deab Sib — I have the honor to submit the following report, 
financial and otherwise, of manual training as a feature of public 
education in this city. 

Our financial year ends on March 20th, and all our accounts are 
•closed and balanced on that date yearly. 

The following statement of our manual training account is from 
the annual report of the Secretary of our Board for the year 1890-91 : 



FINAKdAL. 

Dr. 

To balance in band, March 20th, 1890 $2,632 

'^ city and State appropriations since 2,000 00 

$4,632 20 
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Cr. 



Hj disbarsements for salaries^ rent, &c $2,862 72 

" balance on hand March 20th, 1891 1,769 48 



$4,632 20 



In addition, I b^ to submit the following quotations from mj 
recent annual report : 

"manual training. 

" Since the date of mj last annual report the training shop has 
been removed to a large and well- lighted room in the Smith Block on 
Market street From its central location and ample space it offers 
&cilitie8 not heretofore provided, and the change of location has been 
very gratifying to all concerned. During the year instruction has 
progressed in shop work as favorably as in former years and there has 
not been the slightest abatement in the interest of pupils. Unfortu- 
nately the funds to the credit of the Committee on Manual Training 
have not been sufficient to permit an extension of this feature of our 
school system, and hence the character and extent of the work remains 
practically the same as one year ago. An appropriation of two thousand 
dollars ($2,000) per year from which two salaries of one thousand 
dollars f$ 1,000) are paid exhausts the account, and if a balance from 
the origmal and larger appropriation had not remained to supplement 
the current appropriation the running expenses for rent, material, 
tools and appliances could not have b^n met. This balance is con- 
stantly growing less, and there is necessity for an immediate increase 
in the sum appropriated by the city in order that an equal amount 
from the State may be made available according to law. It is to be 
borne in mind that kindergarten and drawing material used in the 
schools are to be provided from the manual training account, these 
being embraced under the head of instruction in manual training. 

^' In December last an exhibit of manual training products from the 
schools of this dty was made at Trenton during the sessions of the 
State Teachers' Aiasociation. An entire room was occupied by speci- 
mens of carpentry, joinery, wood-carving, cabinet work, <&c., and 
specimens of drawing and kindergarten work from the various schools 
of this city. In the matter of woodwork from our training shop, the 
exhibit was certainly unexcelled, if equaled, and it received many 
deserved expressions of praise and admiration. The exhibit of draw- 
ingSy &c.y was creditable, considering the limited time of systematic 
instraction and facilities afforded for its accomplishment. On the re- 
turn of the exhibit from Trenton it was placed on view in the rooms 
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of the training shop and large numbers of our citizens took the oppor- 
tunity to examine the work and become acquainted with its extent 
and value educationally. 

'' The following are the reports of Mr. Iklwin Hilton, instmcfcor in 
the training shop, and of Mrs. C. E. Thomas, special teacher of form 
study and drawing : 

"Manual Training Shop, \ 
" Paterson, March 19th, 1891. j 
" Superintendent 0, M. Brands : 

" Dear Sir — I respectfully submit the followiDg report of the progress of 
the instruction in the training shop for the year past : 

" The total number of boys now receiving instruction is three hundred 
and fifty (360), arranged in fifteen (15) classes ranging from fifteen to thirty 
pupils in each class. Each class receives one and a quarter hour's instruc- 
tion per week. The High School boys are instructed during the aftemoon 
and the grammar school boys during the forenoon sessions. 

" The system of giving credit marks for proficiency in work has proved a 
great success, inasmuch as it has inspired the boys to attain a gooa general 
average for the year. 

** Besides the current lesson work, during the year kindergarten table» 
and drawing stands, used in the different schools, have been made by the 
boys. This has afforded agreeable variety and has given the pupils satis- 
faction in realizing that they have become competent to produce something 
useful. 

** The special class in carving and wood-turning which was formed at the 
beginning of the term has made very satisfactory progress. Ihis class is 
composed of pupils who have shown superior ability in shop work and are 
therefore permitted to become members of the class irrespective of their 
grade in the schools. 

" Very respectfully submitted, 

" EDWIN D. HILTON, 

" Instructor in Training Shop.*' 



" Paterson March 19th, 1891. 
<* Superintendtmi 0. M, Brands : 

*' Dear Sir — During the past year instruction in form study and draw- 
ing has been continued as follows : Grade meetings were resumed in Sep- 
tember, teachers being called and lessons given each grade once a monta. 
A programme for dailv lessons in the lower primary grades, and semi and 
tri-weekly lessons in the grammar and upper primary grades, was given to 
each teacher, marking the date and subject of each lesson. 

" At the grade meetings the work for the following month was gone over 
in a way that would prepare teachers to give the lessons well and intelli- 
gently in their respective classes. 

'' As much variety in the work and drawing of objects as were possible 
has been aimed at, that all might be helped and each teacher feel an under- 
standing of the subject. 

'* The daily and weekly programme has been of great benefit in keeping 
the work uniform throughout the schools, and it has been carefully ana 
conscientiously carried out by the teachers. 

*' Three programmes of class work have been sent out, on the 1st of 
Oct, 1st of Dec, 1st of March. The latter covering the remainder of the 
school term. 



PATERSON— CoimNUBD. lia 

" Regular instruction has been given by me in the Normal Training Glasd 
each Monday. The interest and attention given to the work by this class 
have been most encouraging. 

*' Visiting of all schools, and criticisms of class work have continued «» 
formerly, also special instruction in classes — wherever needed or requested. 
Clay of good quality was supplied in October, and modeling continued in 
the primary grades. 

** The scissors purchased for the teachers' classes have made it possible to 
combine cutting of paper forms and decorative designs with the drawing 
— and many teachers have been able to obtain good work in borders, and 
arrangements of colored papers. 

" To the supply of models for teachers' use, have been added several setB 
for each school, thus giving nearly every primary teacher her own box of 
type forms and tablets. 

''This is a decided advantage and of great help in teaching form. 

'* In response to a request for work in manual training, form study and 
drawing, for an exhibit at Trenton during the Christmas holidays, each 
school was called on for a contribution. Though the time for preparing 
and mounting the work suitably was very short, each school sent several 
charts showing the regular class work in each grade. Had it been possible 
to allow more time for preparation and careful selection of drawmgs we 
could have shown better work. It is expected that our next efforts will 
show decided progress. 

" Eespectfully submitted, 

" CAROLINE E. THOMAS. " 



''The removal of the training shop to the large and conveniently- 
located room in the Smith Block^ on Market street, has been greatly 
to the advantage of the students and their instruction. The removal 
was accomplished with but short interruption of the regular class 
work, and it is notable that many of the students had acquired such 
skill in the nse of tools as to be able to render valuable aid in fitting 
the room for occupancy as a workshop, and which they cheerfully 
rendered and keenly enjoyed. 

'' The instruction in the training shop has progressed as favorably 
under the painstaking supervision of Mr. Edwin Hilton as in the pre- 
ceding years, and many students have developed skill surprising to all 
who have taken opnortunity to inspect specimens of their work, while 
all have been enthusiastic in their interest in this feature of their 
school work. 

'' In the matter of ' Form Study and Drawing ' the work has been 
perseveringly pushed during the year. Classes of teachers meet 
weekly to receive instruction oy the Director of Drawing, and similar 
instraction is given the students weekly in the Normal Training Class. 
The influence of this maintained and systematic instruction of teachers 
is gradually bearing fruit in the class-rooms, under the increased 
ability on the part of teachers to impart that which they have received. 
And yet there are instances in which, either from indifference or lack 
of skill, which is not alone confined to the work in drawing, teachers 
fail to secure results commensurate with their opportunities. In this, 

8 
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as in other school work, the class will be what the teacher makes it. 
iDdifference aod lack of interest on part of the teacher are sure to be 
reflected in the pupil. 

'^The exhibit of specimens of manual training work from our 
schools at Trenton in December last was admitted to be very credita- 
ble, in some respects superior. In the matter of woodwork it was 
unexcelled, by most visitors considered unequaled. Considering the 
short period of systematic instruction in drawing that exhibit was 
interesting as exhibiting the individual talent of pupils and teachers. 
In kindergarten work the exhibit was gratifying.^' 



SOUTH ORANGE. 



To Hon, E, 0. ChapmaUj State Superintendent : 

I would submit the following report of the manual training work 
in the South Orange, Essex county, school during the past year. 

In September, 1890, four branches of manual training work were 
introduced into the school course, namely, sewing, carpentry, wood- 
carving and clay-modeling. The foundation upon which this work 
is built is a thorpugh study of form in the primary grades, preparing 
for drawing, which is taught in all the grades of the school. A 
special teacher gives all her time to the teaching of drawing and of the 
manual training branches just mentioned. 

Semng. — Sewing was taught to the girls of the fourth, fifth, sixth 
and seventh years, ranging in age from eight to thirteen years. About 
eighty-five girls received instruction in this branch. They were given 
one lesson per week of from forty minutes to one hour, according to 
age. Instruction was given by the special teacher in a room devoted 
to the purpose. 

Carpentry. — About sixty boys received instruction in carpentry, 
being the boys of the sixth, seventh and eighth years. They were 
given one lesson per week, an hour in length. The shop is fitted with 
single benches, and each bench has its full complement of tools. The 
work done during the year comprised the use of various tools, the 
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Bimple preparation of material, and the construction of various kinds of 
joints and of some simple articles. All work was done from working 
drawings made by each pupil before entering upon the construction. 

Wood'oarving. — Instruction in Swedish wocd-carving is given to 
the pupils of the highest grammar grade, about thirty in number. 
Boys and girls do the same work. After the first lessons the patterns 
and designs used are made by the pupils. One hour per week is 
given to the work. A class in relief^carving was formed in January 
from the pupils of the High School department. The work was 
optional, but was chosen by a large class of both boys and girls. 

Clay-modeling. — About forty boys of the fourth and fifth years in 
school were given an hour's lesson per week in clay- modeling by the 
special teacher. Work in clay-modeling in connection with the study 
of form is done in the three lowest primary classes containing 110 
pupils, under direction of the class teachers. 

Drawing, — Two lessons per week in drawing were given in all the 
grades from the lowest primary through the High School. In the 
three lowest primary classes, however, the lessons were daily. The 
work b^ins with a thorough study of form, in doing which colored 
fiticks, colored paper and clay are used. The drawing work proper 
proceeds in three parallel lines — mechanical, object and decorative. 

Equipment — ^Two rooms have been fitted up for the manual work. 
One is a carpenter shop, containing seven double benches, the two 
boys at each bench facing each other. Fourteen complete sets of 
tools are furnished. This room also contains closet in which each 
boy has a compartment for his work. A second room is fitted with 
long tables and to it are sent pupils for sewing, wood-carving and 
•clay-modeling. A financial report of the cost of this equipment haa 
been submitted. 

BenUU. — The results are the same as have been obtained wherever 
the work has been carried on intelligently and sympathetically. The 
amount of purely mental work done has not been diminished. I 
believe that the intellectual faculties of the children are being quick- 
•ened by this work and that they are being prepared by it to do better 
work of all kinds. In helping us to build up characters for industry, 
perseverance and accuracy, it will not fail to be most important. In 
my opinion manual training is valuable in educational systems in 
three ways which I name in order of their importance : 

1. In character-building — that which the public school should 
chiefly concern itself with. 

2. In quickening the intellect and in compelling thought. 

3. In giving practically useful knowledge. 

My observation of a year of this work strengthens me in this 
opinion. 



116 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL KEPORT. 



FINANCIAL BEPOBT. 

Beeeipts. 

From district tax $1,000 00 

" State 1,000 00 

$2,000 00 
Expenditures. 

Paid repairs to building $719 00 

" Carpenters^ benches 140 36 

" Material 51 12 

" Furniture 68 00 

** Tools : 91 60 

" Teachers' wages 800 00 

" Janitors' wages 100 00 



1,970 08 
Balance $29 92 



TOWN OF UNION. 



To Hon, E, 0. Chapman^ State Superintendent : 

Deab Sib — Accompanying please find financial report of the 
Manual Training Department of Public School, District No. 6, Town 
of Union, Hudson county. 

The instruction during the year just ended has been continued in 
the same direction and according to the same scheme as reported last 
year. 

The work in all its branches has been thoroughly incorporated 
into the regular school curriculum, and the interest of the parents in 
the progress of their children is manifested more and more by fre- 
quent visits to the school. An exhibition of the visible work accom- 
plished in sewing, cooking, wood-working, mechanical drawing, de- 
signing, clay-modeling, constructive geometrical and primary work 
was held the latter part of January at the school building. 

Although the weather was extremely unfavorable, the work was 
inspected by over 3,000 visitors, not including children. Among 
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these visitors were dd^ations of teachers from every school district 
and city in this oonnty, as well as from New York and other cities. 

Favorable and encouraging reports of this exhibition appeared in 
several of the New York <£iily, as well as all of our local and 
county papers, and the *^ New York School Journal.^' 

This simply proves the widespread interest that is felt by the 
public in this kind of instruction^ and establishes the fact that manual 
training has come to be reoognizcxl as a necessary and integral part of 
a common-school education. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

ReoeipU, 

Balance September 1st, 1890 $150 89 

Received November 24di, from State appropriation 654 66 

" December 20th, from town tax 500 00 

" June 28th, 1891, from proceeds of picnic 75 95 

$1,281 50 
Disbursements. 

Salary teacher domestic economy $300 00 

" " wood-working 250 00 

Supplies and material for all departments 183 78 

Building new kitchen , 194 95 

928 73 

Balance September Ist, 1891 $352 77 



WEST HOBOKEN. 



To E, 0. Chapman J State Superintendent : 

Within the last two years twenty- four classes have received instruc- 
tion in industrial drawing. 

In supplementary class, instruction has been given in the following 
branches : Geometrical problems, elementary orthographic projection 
of simple geometric solids and figures and of objects of use, per- 



/' 
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StaUaiocU Report, bjf DiOrieU, Jor the CowUy of BEBOBN, 
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SlaluHeal Btpmt, by Dtilrieb, for the Onmly of BEBOEX, 
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StatiaHcal MepoH, by Dialricls, for the Ccmnty of BURLINGTON, 
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Slate of Nao Jertey, for iht Sehool Tear ending Aug%M 31, 1891, 





5 

1 

•s 

1 
1 


II 

i 

1 


!' 


■— 


i 

1 

li 
1 


1 

1° 

1 


1 

1 

I 

1 


1 
1 
1 
i 

i 
1 


1 

1 


1 

2 

1 
1 


1 
a 

s 
t 

1 
s 
i 
1 

II 


■3 


111! 

i 


1 

il 
if 


1 ,llls 


II 

ij 

!i 

1 




•^ 


, 


, 


101 




! 


M 


,. 


". 


s 


s 


!^ 


T. 






















: 


1. 


M 


.... 


J 


, 


23 

'I 
,! 
'1 


J 


" 


^ 


K 


I 


I] 










; 


■;;§^ 






i 


j 


3 


ss; 


i 


0.10D 

■ffi 


n 

1 


ID 






1 


i 


M 


1 


r 
i 


! 

i 


1 


11 


1 




tow 


UOf 







Uil 


i; 


J«0 

S 


1 


».3 


1 


:::: 


'! 


1 




1 


; 


S 


S 


Ij 


=' 


-wm 


..».» 


y 


u 




? 


! .!i g 


itn 


:= 




i 


i 


1 


- 


* 


6 


^ 


s 


fll 




ua t» 


....' 


J 


16 M 
■"""ioM 


MW 


I 


:E 


• 


E 


k 


"ffl 


1 


l 


1^ 


.... 


;; 


f 


* 


I 


* 


..„..: 


;;; j 


M4» 

is 




* 






!S 


















iM» 


Mi 


1.3 






a 


M 


iro 


i« 


xn 


I 


la 


Un 


9 SI UM 


»«i 



136 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 

^aHitieal JJeport, by DislrieU, for the (hmty of B TJRLINO TON, 





-" 


,„.....„.,„„. 


T0WNBHIP8 AHD 
DISTBIOra. 


li 

ill 


1 


i 


i 


1 
4 


i 


i 


























^ 


:»s 


:fl^sl 


36 


1 


s 


Si 


s 








•SiJ 


^m-^ 


-" 


s 


E 


=:■ 


3 


^ 




1 


IM 




ii 


h 


! 


I 


i 


1 


BarlliiBton-Oon. 




















LUMBEBT08. 


w 


MS 




fflS 


•as 


1 K 


ras 


tss 


1917 It 






KS3^-.-r". 




^{J 














TUO 






mn 




ao)lT 


















4,NSM 


IMUB 




1.J70 <a 


369 84 


<^«l 


NORTHAMPTON. 


































S,M«M 




MOCNT LACREL. 


















»tz.-™ 




























!?5S 






«S 


MM 


SSl™^ 


■1 


S&Si 


•"JS 


I'Sf 


690 00 










igr 


MIO 














nasi 




»,M»M 








lOODO 


iiant 


BVBEAH. 
















































































J«^ Bridge ■■ 




















** 




n H 


797 M 


S70M 


nn 


MM 








































































,!SS 




.3S'' 


.^SS* 










aaSSiii-:r:rr- 


u 


Sf^'3 




'■ifi-^ 










'■isir 




























































jsras.— - 






































KK- r 


S! 


s?s 




s?;'{ 


tSiSt 


fi!S 




!¥?!! 












































































































"' 
























l.ll« 31 


uu 


1^10! 


WW 


SLI3 


ISLtlJ 


UM 


iHsjr 
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State of New Jertey, for the Sehool Year ending August 31, 1891. 
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Statutieal B^iort, by I>utru^,/or the County of HUNTERDON, 
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SlaluUcal Report, lyDiMeU, for Ike Omdy of BUNTBRDOS, 
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^aiMtieal Beport, by Di8lnet»,for the Oowity of HUNTERDON, 
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Slatiaieal Report, by Ditlrid8,/or the Omniy of MERCER, 
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Ete of New Jerao), for the School Year endiaig Augttal SI, 1891. 
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Staii^ieai Report, by XHatriets, for the County of UERCEE, 
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State of New Jeraeg, for the School Year ending Avguti SI, 1891. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



Apportionment of Sokool Moneya, by Districis, for the Oauinly oj 

GLOUCESTER, SUUe of New Jertey, for the School 

Year ending Avguat SI, 189S-<k)B. 
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HUDSON COUNTY. 



Apportionment of School Moneys, by Bulricta, for the County of 

HUDSON, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year ending Avgua SI, 189S. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL KEPORT. 



Apportionment of School Moneys, by Districts, for the Qnmty of 

HUNTERDON, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year ending ArtguO, SI, 189S. 
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HUNTERDON COUNTY. 



ApporUonmmi of School Moneys, by Diairicta, for the Oouniy of 

HUNTERDON, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year ending August SI, 1892 — Con. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



AppoHionmeiU of School Moneys, by Diatria^, for the Cotaiig ^ 

HUNTERDON, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year ending AuguA SI, 189S^Con. 
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4.PPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



Apportionmmi of School Moneys, by Di^riett, for Vie Cowidy of 

MERCER, State of New Jersey, for the Sehool 

Year ending August SI, J89S. 
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MERCER COUNTY. 



Apportionment of School Mon^a, by DiatrioU, Jor Ike Cotmly of 

MERCER, Slate of New Jersey, for the Sbkool 

Year ending Augual SI, ISm—Con. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



■ Apportionment of School Moneys, by DUtricis, for the OaiMiy oj 

MIDDLESEX, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year endii^ Auguat SI, 189S. 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



ortiotimmt of School Moneys, by DidrieU, for the Ooaniy of 
MIDDLESEX, State of New Jersey, for Ihe StAool 
Year mdiag August 31, 189S— Con. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL EEPORT. 



ApportionmeiU of School Moneys, by DiatriaU, for the Ooimiy of 

MIDDLESEX, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year ending Avguat 31, 1S9S— Con. 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY. 



AppwHonmmt of School Montys, by DvOtk^, for the Oomiiy of 

MONMOUTH, StaU of Nao Jertey, for the School 

Year ending Auguri SI, 189^. 
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APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 



Apporliofiment of School Moneys, by DUtricta, for the Comiiy oj- 

MONMO UTH, State of New Jersey, for the School 

Year endirtff Aiyuat SI, 1892— Con. 
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PASSAIC, StaU of New Jersey, for the School 
Year ending Avguat SI, 1892. 



TNSHIP8 AND 
STEIOTB OB 
CITIM. 


1 


1 

il 

li 


i 

t 

-1 
s . 


i 

i 

1 
1 

■s 

li 


1 
1 

11 


1 

i 
i 

IS 


1 

iP 
1 


a 

1 


1 

1 

1 
t 


PAMAIC 

:OA0K4NONK. 


. 

,! 

li 
% 

I 
1! 

• 


J 


*iss 




»3f 


is 


'Imo 


^0 


«!! 




'ISS 


A«,»«k.n».k..,. 


£;s 






3H10I 


™S 






MdoO 














s 






IMM 


1.7TB TO 




n»n TO 


Mm IK 




1».T« Jl 

3: 




rTLE rALLS. 










J» 


i»m 




4»ao 
























1 


Si!" 




... 


win 


'li 


wow 


1.MI1I) 


A<M»T«. 






— 


1 


MOM 


'■;??{s 




'is 




sSeee 


'ISS 




iSS 


WATHE. 


I 


is 

SIS 




If. 


MWTO 
UOflO 


WIS TO 




10.M7 IS 












ial« 


"mto 


129 

76 87 




fcFEEE 






478 « 




i 






m;9 


MBIT 


"i° 


ToasT 




?OMPIOIJ. 


























it; 






aTOM 




3!£:-::r:i":: 


H 
..S 




s?s 














IMTO 























APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 
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